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{9g6 Graduation Day last June and this is the first time in many years that has occurred. However, it 
did noe dampen the spirits of the graduates, their families, friends and staff and it was a special event 
for the graduating Tn addition, we are pleased to feature our Grade 8 Graduation Program which 
‘Was held at the end of june 1986, The weather was a little more cooperative on this special day and 
Jtvras a very fitting tribute to the work the students, accomplished at the elementary level 


bid a sad Qo ‘of our staff members who graduated to retirement. Our best wishes for & 
long. healthy retirement are ofered to Mr. Vader from the Media Centre, Mr. Bramley and Miss Mills 
from the Secondary and Mrs. Hutchinson from the Pre-School Program. The 


would like to offer our congratulations to both these staff members who have assumed important 
‘Management roles bere at the school. Ms Bev Bonter ‘a new position ss Co-Oniinator of Sign 
Langusge Training and Evaluation for the entire school and Mr. John Doran from the Resource Services 


Mix Rath Bate, «secondary school teacher, has been named Educational Coordinator ofthe Secondary 
Sebool as wel il he vacancy let by Mx. Robbins Mi, Diane Wilson, cachet he Seen) 


positions 
Ss Resource Services Consultants in ous Resource Services Department. We were sorry to hear that Mrs. 
Sash Kilpatrick, Supervisor in the Senior Girls Residence, submitted her resignation over the summer 
IGaccet a ede positon in bet hometown fn a aed 
Pascoe and to fill the vacancy in that area, Mrs. Sharon Gouett from our unclassified staff was offered 
the position of fulltime residence counsellor atthe secondary level. We were pleased to welcome other 
how saff members to the Sir james Whitney family—they include Ms Elizabeth Rannard, our new 
‘Acliologise, Miss Andrea Morrison and Mr. Gondon Penziwal who have taken over the Commercial and 


jnembers have taken on new challenges for this new school year. Transfers from the secondary school 
department include Mr. ‘McDonald who is currently working in the Provincial Media Centre and Mrs 
‘Sharon Ainsworth who moved to the Resource Pre-School Program. ‘Mrs. Maureen Mackinnon from the 
Resource Services area and Mrs. Pat Riley from the Elementary School have assumed the teaching 
repeals for us two offcamps lass late Wi a ee ecw hare some 
le. We hope that in upcoming issues of The Canadian this year we will be able to have some 
special features on these new staff members, or the staff members who have assumed new positions. 
Th the next issue of The Canadian we hope to highlight the new student admissions to the Elementary, 
Secondary and Sagonaska schools as well as the new staff and students at the Teacher Education Centre 
hereon our campus 
‘Although we were still quite busy here on the SJW. campus with the City Recreational Department 
offering special ‘in our pool and the V.LP. Conference for educators and teachers, we did not 
‘have the Air! ‘back with us and this allowed Mr. St and all the maintenancelcaretaking 
staff to do a great deal of work, repairs and cleaning throughout school in preparation for the new: 
‘term, Again this year these staif members al ‘with our summer students did a superb job of getting, 
[Gril in top thape fr the start ofthe 1986-47 school yea. Speaking of repsirs there are sil a great 


1 would like to take this opportunity as Editor of The Canadian to announce to all our subscribers 
the fact that we ave no longer charping a subsripion fee for our school magazine. We will ontiou 
to distribute the school paper to our students, staff, parents, agencies, schools and so on, on request; 
however, we would be pleased to accept any donations to our Students Welfare Fund in place of = 
subscription fee. These funds are used for students who require financial assistance while at our school. 

"And finally as we start the new school year, I would again like to remind all students, sta, parents, 
former graduates and friends that we depend very much on your input in gathering, material for The 
‘Canadian and I would. yo to ubmit aces of interest, pictures, report of pec events 
land #0 on for publication. In addition wo featuring the new student admissions in the next issue we are 
planning on including several articles outlining the programs and services in the elementary school and 
residential departments. 


on be oe 

THE GRADUATING CLASS 1986 
Front row: Mr. Buller, Mr. Wollaston, Linds Magaina, Monique Dozois, Jane West, Heather Wynne, Mr 
Roberson. Second row: Jessica Cano-Jauregul, Dana Cochrane, Shells Lennon, Rob Sioan. Third row: 
Pamela Camck, Michele Gauthier, Barbara Downey, Bjaya Shrestha, Diane Seguin, Likian 
‘Achineepineskur. Fourth row: Craiy Houghton, Chris Ferguson, Michael Finnegan, Jet Sexsmith, John 
‘Ablet, Kratian Schnoor, Michael Mateus. Fith row: Troy Bailey, Victor Lachepole, Jame Bridge, Chris 
Kenople. Sixth row: Bil Goodwin, Jim Hal, Matthew Carleton, 


Superintendent’s Address 
Dear Graduates 

Today is the occasion of the 113th Graduation Day at 
our school, for me personally, it is my second opportun- 
ity, ab Acting Superintendent at Sir James Whitney, to 
pi theres) Her way the graduating students as they 
prepare to take their leave. Once again this year, I felt a 
slight temptation to follow the lead of most other schools 
for the deaf and to invite a guest speaker to impart his or 
her special message to you. That temptation grew a little 
as Mr, Gervis and the graduating class began to remind me 
that Graduation Day was approaching and I had still not 
produced my graduation address. I chose, however, to con- 
tinue the tradition of our school and to take the opportunity 
to say some things to you myself, 

When students graduate from high school, college, or 
university, many people in many ways, wish them happi- 
ness. Today, your friends and family will wish you 
happiness in the years ahead, staff will wish you happiness 
in whatever vocation you decide to pursue, and our clergy 
will wish you happiness in faith and in life. Very seldom, 
however, does anyone define “happiness.” I would like to 
share with you, for the next few minutes, some views regar- 
ding that, 

Recently, our former Deputy Minister of Education, Dr. 
Podrebarac, made an important address to the Canadian 
Education Association. In his address, he spoke of a certain 
kind of person that he called “a self-actualizing person.’ 
The term “selfactualizing” seems, at first to be a very com: 
plex term, but really it has a very simple meaning, To say 
that person is ’self-actualizing” is really just another way 
of saying that person has achieved a degree of happiness. 
The Deputy Minister said that a self-actualizing person is 
one who sees himselfherself in positive ways and said that, 
to understand what that means, we should ask ourselves 
@ few questions as follows: 

— How can a person feel liked unless somebody likes 
him! 

—How can a person feel accepted unless somebody 
accepts her! 

— How can a person believe he is a person with dignity 
and integrity unless he is so treated? 


The 
Graduation 
Ceremony 


For most of you, Sir James Whitney has been more than 
4 school; it has been a home away from home. Over the 
Years, you have developed relationships with your friends 
that will make it very difficult today for you to say good 
bye. You have developed the ability to appreciate others 
to “like” people. As a result, you have been “liked” by 
others, I believe that the same is true of the relationships 
that have developed between you and many of the staff at 
our school. Not long ago, in a very important Ministry 
document called “Issues and Directions" the author, Dr. 
Jackson, made the statement that educators should never 
lose sight of the fact that the child is not only the centre 
of the school system, but the only reason forits existence. 
Ithink that Dr, Jackson would be proud if he could see the 
respect and affection that is evident between staff and 
students here, and I think he would agree that your 
teachers, counseHiors and support staff have played an im- 
Portant part in helping you to become selfactualizing 
people, that is, in helping you to achieve happiness, 

The need to be accepted is a strong one, particularly for 
children and teens attending a school for the first time, 
often far from home, You, the graduates have consistently 
over the years shown our beginning students the kindness 
and the patience that they needed in order to feel truly 
accepted at Sir James Whitney. This year's Student Parlia- 
ment Executive and representatives have also played an 
important role in helping new students to feel accepted. 
For all of you, in learning to accept you have also learned 
to be accepted. This is ahother step towards. self- 
actualization or happiness. 

Another important component of a healthy, self- 
actualizing personality, as the former Deputy Minister said, 
isa sense of dignity or integrity. ut your develop- 
ment, your home and school have worked with you to 
develop ideals that are dominant in our culture, such as 
honour, courage, faimess, and self-discipline. In this regard, 
no one has played a more important role than your parents 
and family members. I know that, through your valedic- 
torian, you will express heartfelt thanks to them today. You 
have done well — you have acted with dignity and you have 
been treated with dignity, and thus have taken one more 
step to true happiness. 


Through your years at Sir James Whitney, parents, 
teachers, counsellors, and support staff have laboured to 
instill in you, by directive and example, the kinds of 
qualities that you will require in order to achieve 
in your lives. Your success in developing those qualities, 
however, cannot be credited solely to staff and parents. You, 
yourselves, haye ecamed the right to feel a sense of pride 
and satisfacation for having met your challenges well. As 
Tlook at the list of this year's graduates, I feel a sense of 
confidence that you have developed the ability to like 
others and to be liked by them, to accept and to be accepted, 
and to live your lives with dignity and integrity. Ihave no 
doubt that, you will continue to develop as self-actualizing, 
happy people. 

Our friend Dr. Boyd, Superintendent at the Robarts 
‘School in London, once told his graduating class that on 
Graduating Day, we become much like the Roman God 
Janus, in that we seem able to look backward and forward 
at the same time. It is appropriate on this, your Gradua- 
tion Day, to look backward and even to express the sadness 
that accompanies the knowledge that you will miss your 
many friends at SJ.W. At the same time, however, itiseven 
more appropriate to look forward, and to accept the future 
with its vast array of possibilities and opportunities. It is 
essential to remember that we create the future. 

It is now my pleasant task to express to you the 
Graduating Class of 1986, my sincere appreciation for all 
of your efforts, for your fine example to younger students 
who will follow you, and for your continued support of me 
personally in my second year as Acting Superintendent. 
Please accept my highest hopes for future success. I trust 
that you will maintain contact with us by means of visits, 
letters, and by attending some of our special events. Along 
with your parents, friends and staff, I hope that your 
memories of Sir James Whitney will always bring a smile, 
and that all of you will attain true happiness. 


Prizes and Awards 


THE KIWANIS CLUB OF SAGONASKA AWARD 


Presented by the Kiwanis Club of Sagonaska to the senior student in 
‘Sagonaska School who has displayed the best attitude and shown the 
‘most improvement during the school year. 

Robert Manuel 


‘THE ROBBIE McKEE MEMORIAL AWARD 


‘This avandia poctonte anoually by the family and flee Robert 

Wwas a stident in the Aphasic Classes atthe Si ames 
Wty juow Saguodska Dessonsteaton| Schoo! nea December, 
1969 to May 30, 1981, Robbie died suddenly August 8, 1981, six weeks 
after his graduation. Presented to two students deserving of special 
recognition, one in the Residence program and one the School program. 
Residence: Robert Manuel School: Lewin Williams 


BOYS! RESIDENTIAL AWARD (Fox Den North) 
Donated for annual presentation to a resident of Fox Den North who 
hhas contributed most to the residential program. We are pleased to 


resent this to: Terry Colizea 


BOYS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD (Fox Den South} 
Donated for annual presentation to the senior boy who has contributed 
‘most to residential life during his school career. 

David Tillett Darryl LeBlanc 


GIRLS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD (Blueberry Hall) 
Donated for annual presentation to the senior girl who has contributed 
most to residential life during her school career. 

Gieselle Wood-Salomon 


GIRLS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD (Keukenhof| 
‘Donated for annual presentation to the senior girl who has contributed 
‘most to residential life during her school career, 

Angela Theriault 


GRADUATE GIRLS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD 


Awarded annually to the {uati rl who has most imy ed in 
residential life during er abe = 
Lillian Achneepineskum 


GRADUATE GIRLS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD 
Awarded the no has contributed 
pera np est aie eect Re te FS 

Michelle Gauthier 


GRADUATE BOYS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD. 


‘Awanded annually to the graduating boy who has contributed most to 
residential life during his school career. 


Chris Kenopic 


GRADUATE BOYS’ RESIDENTIAL AWARD 


‘Awarded annually to the graduating boy who has most improved in 
residential life during 1985-86. 
John Ablett 


OUTSTANDING GRADUATE RESIDENTIAL AWARD 
Barbara Downey Chris Kenopic 
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ATHLETIC GRADUATE OF THE YEAR 
award is the, id rir], whe 
shown the ben qualitesol pod sions Sees he 
leadership and it +his or her years at The Sir James 
Robert Sloan 


award is presented it Tecognition student 
in the vocational department ofthe school rogers 
Jane West 


girl a 
have shown the most improvement during the school year. 
Karen Mars 


Cheryl Andrew 


QUINTE ASSOCIATION FOR, 
HEARING IMPAIRED CHILDREN AWARD. 


‘This award is presented the Quinte Association for Hearing 
Iepaied Chilen to a"dy eer br teen ae 
ship and school spirit. 


Michael Austin 
N.ES.D, OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 
ferarded annually fr soil and recreational eadebip by the Nationa 
Fratemal Society to the oui ‘graduate wi 
the pas school year has made the peste coneboton o wiootae 
Barbara Downey 


J. W. HODGSON VOCATIONAL AWARD 
Presented annually to a gradusting student in the vocational program 
‘who has shown, ‘overcoming penional 


STANDARD AUTO GLASS AWARD 
‘Donated by Standard Auto Glass to the most improved graduating QJ.T. 
bes apie Jane West 


HERB MONTGOMERY AWARD 
Donated by the Canadian Society in memory of Herb 
‘Montgomery, To be awarded annually to a student who exhibits the 
lation to overcome any personal impairment while on Onthe- 


fobieinina: Michael Mateus 


LETTERS OF STANDING 
Craig Houghton, Linda Magajna 


CERTIFICATES OF TRAINING 
John P. Ablett, Troy A. Bailey, Matthew G. Carleton 
William L, Goodwin, Victor E. LaChapelle 
Michael L. Mateus, Diane L. Seguin 


Jeffery S. Sexsmith, Kristian S. Schnoor, Bijaya N. Shrestha 
Robert R. Sloan, Jane E, West, Heather E. Wynne 


sop HE HB. FETTERLY AWARD 
‘Awaned and proficiency in Speech and: 
inthe School Donated in 1949 by Mia Hh Fone 
presente i oval HB ety Sey aaa 
me Fetter, 
Gntario School for the Deaf 1930193 
Gieselle Wood-Salomon 


JADWIGA MICHALSKA MEMORIAL PRIZE 
Presented by Mrs. Michalski and the late Mr. Michalski in memory 
of their daughter, a gifted Flautist, who died October 27, 1978, aged 
38 Fmsented to ong ewo students who have contributed most to 


the Arts in the 
Barbara Downey Chris Kenopic 


‘THE FEEPROCTER MEMORIAL AWARD 
Awarded annually to the most deservi student gradi and pro- 
grange cdcaton Presented by te nes and aes 
‘Miss Judith and Miss Procter, in of these two 
dedicated young teachers ofthis school, who were Kiled in staple 
car accident on January 11, 1963. 

Chis Kenopic 


THE TRUDY SIMOLA MEMORIAL AWARD 
‘This award is presented in memory of Trudy Simola who died tragically 
in December 1982 as a result of a car during her Preparatory 
‘Year at Gallaudet College. 

‘The award is chosen annually by the graduating students and given 
toa member of te paduating ass who te tatetonies ese 
sradens has displayed the qualities of honesty, kindness determina. 

{discipline throughout his/her career at this school. 
Jane West 


Barbara Downey 


The Valedictory Address 

Mr. Buller, Distinguished Guests, Parents, Principals, 
Educational Co-ordinators, Teachers, Residence 
‘Counsellors, Fellow Students and Friends: 

I was very surprised and honoured that the graduating 
class of '86 picked me as the valedictorian. 

‘After so many years of happiness at this school, today 
we have reached our final moments before we step out in- 
to the world. We, the graduates, love being here with all 
our friends, the staff, and counsellors, and have always felt 
like one big loving family. One thing we will all keep is 
the great memories of our school years. We would like to 
thank Mr. Buller, the Acting Superintendent of the school, 
for working hard to help the deaf at our school. 

A lot of thanks goes to Mr. Gervis, our Program Direc- 
‘tor, for all the times he cared about us. We will always 
remember you and your smiles and jokes. We know you 
have cared about us and we will do our best to make you 
proud of us. 

‘Thank you Mr. Robbins, Mrs. Bames, the Junior School 
and Vocational supervisors who have all worked hard in 
the planning of programs in all subjects, for trying to make 
our education complete, academically, vocationally, social- 
ly and spiritually. 

ABBIG thanks to all the staff who teach sign language 
to the staff at this school. For the last several years we have 
seen everyone is getting better and better at com- 
municating with the deaf. 

We offer special thanks to the teachers who have worked 
very hard to give us a good education. We thank you for 
encouraging us to do our best all the time. Please continue 
teaching all the students so they will one day be ready to 
graduste too. 

The V.R. counsellors have helped us plan for the coming 
year. They have been a very great help to us and we really 
appreciate it. 

‘A special thanks goes to the kitchen staff who have fed 
us so many delicious meals and also the nurses at the 
infirmary who have kept us in good health. To the staff 
at the clinic, we want to thank you for keeping us well 
fitted with properly working hearing aids, Also to the 
Resource staff, Swimming staff, Grounds Keepers, 
Maintenance staff, Athletic Coaches and Transportation 
staff a big thank you toall of you. We know the school runs 
smoothly because of all of your work. 

‘Thanks to all the counsellors who have taught us a great 
deal about how to grow up to be mature adults. You were 
fa great help when we needed you because our parents 
weren't with us. We won't forget our experiences when we 
learned to clean house, cook, budget our money for food 
and living expenses, We have many fond memories of so 
many happy times in residence. Thank you again. 

‘A special thanks goes to all the staff who helped putting 
on the annual Christmas Pageant. We want to ask the staff 
and students of the future to keep up the good work because 
we will want to be able to come back to see it again. I will 
always remember my role last Christmas as King Herod. 

‘This year we had the exciting North-South game. The 
Norther team has now won 7 games to 6. It was the most 
exciting game we've had for a long time, To the Northem 
team in the future, keep beating the Southem team and 
show them the Wolves are the Champs. 


This year the graduates and I had the opportunity of going 
on the annual retreat, We all had a wonderful time and will 
never forget it. We want to thank all the staff for encourag- 


ing us to go because it was a great experience. We hope that 
the graduates of the future will get involved and enjoy it 
as much as we did. 

Now, most importantly, we want to thank our Parents 
for deciding to let us attend this beautiful school where 
many of us have grown up. We can still remember when 
‘we had hard feelings about leaving home and coming many 
miles to school, But, it was the best thing that ever 
happened, because we learned important life skills as deaf 
adults and how to go on to further education and jobs. To 
‘Mom and Dad, we love you very much for making that hard 
decision. Soon we will be leaving home to go to anew part 
of our lives. We all hope that you will be as proud of us 
in the future as you are today. 

To my fellow graduates, I hope you will all have suc- 

cessful lives. I know that most of us have been here for 
many years and have felt like brothers and sisters. But 
to-day we will all be separating and many of us will not 
be seeing each other for a long time. Please remember to 
keep the good memories of the times we were together. I 
know how you all feel, because I have mixed feelings too, 
so take care. 
We, the Class of '86, hope that the Class of '87 will set a 
good example to the younger students. Good Tuck to the 
new Student Parliament, We hope that you will have a good 
‘year, 

‘Again, good luck to all the staff and all our friends at this 
school. We will miss you all very much. 

God Bless You All. 

Chris Kenopic 


fess 


The Elementary Program held its 
closing ceremony for the 1985/86 
school year on Wednesday June 25. 
The school gym was appropriately 
decorated by one of the classes. 

It was a beautiful day and as a result 
many parents, relatives and friends of 
both graduates and award winners 
arrived for the celebration. 


-» Ms, Kelly 


‘Reverend Karen 
O CANADA 
WELCOME ints me -..+Mr. Bames 
SUPERINTENDENT'S: REMARKS Mr. Buller 


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 


1. CATHERINE FORD SCHOLARSHIP 
Karen Thompson Jamie Innes 


2, FEE MEMORIAL PRIZE 
Ryan MacFarlane 


3. PROCTER MEMORIAL 
Jacqui Bumham 


4, ANN DAVIDSON MEMORIAL 
Jeremy Well’ Jeffrey Courtney 

5. LU ANNE GREEN MEMORIAL 

Aaron Walsh 


6. LO.D.E. AWARD 
Alain Sauve 


7, QUINTE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION AWARD 
Rex Yard 


8. MARION NICHOL PRIZE 
Carrie Osbome — Chris Dafoe 


9. TRENTON AIR CADET 
CAMP PROFICIENCY TROPHY 
Jenny Lynch 


10, VOCATIONAL PRIZE WINNERS 
GRADE 7 - INDUSTRIAL ARTS 
Bart van Yzendoom 


GRADE 7 - PERSONAL GROOMING 
Jason Lalonde 


ELEMENTARY | 
PROGRAM 
CLOSING 
CEREMONY, 


June Se ige6 


GRADE 8 - INDUSTRIAL ARTS 
Kim Hill 


GRADE 8 - HOME ECONOMICS 
Debbie Sicoli 


GRADE 8 - PERSONAL GROOMING. 
Debbie Sicoli Marco Palazzi 


GRADE 8 - TYPING 
Debbie Sicol 


11. SPECIAL SWIMMING TROPHY 


Debbie Sicoli__ Eddie O'Neill 
12. TRACK AND FIELD — BEST BOY 
Darren Green 


— BEST GIRL 
Debbie Sicoli 


Page 6 


13, RESIDENTIAL AWARDS 


SUND: 
Mitchell Kuseler 
Best All-Round Students 


Gilles Ricard 
Most Improved Overall 


14. PRESENTATION OF ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL GRADUATION CERTIFICATES 


Jacqui Bumham Anna Milia 
John Brant Tim McKee 
Valdies Czikan Eddie ONeill 
David Darling Alain Sauve 
Kathy Da Silva Marco Palazzi 
Neil Derrett David Sicolt 
Donnie Devoe Debbie Sicoll 
Rob Durkin Erika Stebbings 
Tracy Hamill Karen Thompson 
Kim Hill Millie Warren 
Terri Lafond Rex Yard 
15, VALEDICTORIAN ..,..,......-+- Jacqui Bumham 


16. REMARKS .........- Fees spe es Mr. Gervis 
17, CLOSING COMMENTS .. 


Mr. Bames was the chairman 
for the Elementary School Ceremony 


Jacqui Bumham was chosen by her classmates 
to speak on their behalf. 


dJacqui’s Valedictory Address 

Welcome Mr. Buller, Mr. Barnes, Teachers, Parents 
and friends to our second elementary school graduation. 

We have been in elementary school for many years. 
We enjoyed Grade 8 and all of our activities. We especial- 
ly liked our trips to Ottawa to see Mila Mulroney, to 
Toronto for Careers 2001, Careers day Seminar and the 
Toronto Zoo. 

We would like to thank our teachers who helped us 
with our school work, encouraged us to be responsible 
and helped us to solve our problems. 

Thanks to our counsellors for the picnics, shopping 
at the Mall, the Blue Jays game, house league and the 
other fun times. We appreciate you helping us with our 
problems and homework. 

Thanks to the kitchen staff, infirmary staff, clinic staff, 
swimming staff, ground staff and maintenance staff for 
keeping the school so beautiful and enjoyable. 

We want to say a special thank you to Mr. Potts who 
took the time during his lunch hours to lead us in house 
league sports. We appreciate the extra time that he took 
to give us a sports program. 

Thank you parents for sending us to Sir James 
Whitney School and taking care of us. Thank you for 
leaming how to sign. It will help us communicate better 
in the future, 

We say goodbye to the elementary school but we say 
hello to the senior school and a bright future, 

Thank you! 


A group photograph of 
the Grade 8 Graduates, 
thelr teachers and their 

counsellors, 


‘The Grade eight 
graduates stood as a 
group and received 
applause from the 
audience 


The afternoon closed with a reception outside. The kitchen Provided two beauti- 
fully decorated cakes ‘and refreshing fruit punch. Mrs. Riley's class of girls in Grade 
six, with the help of a couple of extra staff, served cake and punch to all. It was 
an excellent opportunity to talk and socialize, 

Once again a successful year in the elementary school came to a close and 
everyone looked forward to the summer holiday and a new beginning in 
September. 


E 


Careers Day: 
A Deaf Perspective 


(On June 4, 1986, a panel of nine deaf 
speakers came to the elementary school 

gym to talk to the Grade 8 graduates 
Seout their jobs 

‘The panel was made up of; Anna 
Strat, Kathy Ferguson, Tim Kelly, Ran 

dyPringle, Armand Brennan, Reverend 
Karen Ptolemy-Stam, Monique Ger- 
main, Lois Mcintyre and Bill Gregory. 
‘The seminar was chaired by Mr. Jim 
Dunning, one of the Grade 8 teachers. 

Mr. Guy Buller, Superintendent of 
SJ.W. and Mr. Roy Wollaston, Co- 
‘ordinator of Provincial Schools for the 
Deaf and Blind were two of our special 
guests. Ms. Cathy Miller reverse 
interpreted. 

The panel talked about their jobs, 
their working conditions and their 
responsibilities. The graduates asked 
questions and received some very good 
advice. 

Tt was a very informative and fun 
time for everyone there. 


4 


Mr, Bill Gregory explains his responsibilities as a residence counsellor. 


Mrs. Kathy Ferguson tells the graduates about her life as » housewle. 


1986 


fe? 


Focus on Parents 

May 4th to /th the pre-scnool staft at 
Sir James Whitney School opened their 
doors for the annual course for parents 
of pre-schoolers. This year’s earlier date 
allowed more occasion to be a part of 
‘school life, 

Parents had opportunities to meet 
students — the junior school children 
repeated their variety show which had 
been pe: at Open House the 
week before; senior girls prepared and 
served a beautiful luncheon for the 
Guests; two classes of senior students 
shared their biographies; a class of 
Grade 11 girls offered babysitting for an 
hour each afternoon. 


children, deat aauits, teachers of the 
hearing impaired in different school 
settings. Parents’ comments were 
positive. The week was termed a 
success. 

Discussions occurred, thinking was 
stimulated, questions were answered, 
friendships were formed and perhaps 
most important of all, for many, hope 
and vision were restored. > 

Deborah Denison, 
Acting Educational Co-ordinator. 


The International Plowing Match 

The International Plowing Match 
‘was a large exhibition last week. Many 
people went north of Stirling, to see it. 

Last Tuesday, many staff and 
students from S,J.W. went to the Inter- 
national Plowing Match in Stirling to 
look at all the displays. Some of our 
students performed in Cats," “It’s m, 
Party,” “Goofus/” square dancing, a 


skit called "The Bus Stop,” “Happy 
Trails," “Deep in the Heart of Texas,’ 
and “I wear my Sunglasses at Night.” 
There were two performances, at 12:00 
P-m. and at 3:00 p.m. 

We wandered around and looked at 
displays and exhibitions. It was awful- 
ly muddy and wet. Many people were 
slipping and sliding and a few students 


Kelli Anne Beaudoin, Carrie Ward, 
Gloria Rich, Chris Platt and I got some 
free pamphlets, posters, buttons, and 
free food samples. We did not buy 
cowboy hats. We put our name in a free 
draw, We saw draws for an old fash- 
ioned car and a tractor lawn-mower, 

We watched the parade, and saw a 
remote-controlled tractor. I bought two 
pieces of fudge for my boyfriend, Chris 
Platt, and me. It tasted good. 

Llooked at some farm tractors, cars 
and a silo that was interesting. 

It was a good idea for all the students 
togo tothe LP.M. because we had never 
seen those things before. We liked that 
good experience and the interesting ex- 
hibits. We learned about the cost of 
farming equipment and animals. We 
leamed about possible careers, We 
leamed how cheese is made and how a 
milking machine works. 

Everyone leamed something new. I 
really enjoyed my visit to the LP.M. I 
enjoyed the displays and I had a good 


time there. 
Julie Chan 


‘Intemational Plowing Match 

The Intemational Plowing Match 
was a big exhibition. On Sept 16-20 it 
was held north of Stirling. 


Last Tuesday, our students went to 
the International Plowing Match 
because we wanted to see the displays, 
Some of our students performed, our 
presentations were called “Cats/”""It's 
my Party,” “Goofus,” “A Square 
Dance,” a skit called/‘The Bus Stop,’ 
“Happy Trails,” “Deep in the Heart of 
Texas,” and “T Wear My Sunglasses at 
Night.” There were two different per- 
formances, at 12:00 noon and 3:00 p.m. 

We had some free time, but we had 
to go back there at 2:15 p.m. for infor- 
mation, We wandered around and 
looked at displays and exhibitions, 
Some people got muddy and wet. Many 
people were slipping and sliding. One 
of the students, Sheri Tillett, fell two 
times and her pants were really muddy. 
She felt embarassed, I almost fell when 
Iwas eating my popsicles and one-half 
flew away in the mud. I was very lucky. 

Some people collected free pam- 
phlets, posters and buttons. Donna and 
Igot a free oil can for a bank. They also 
had free samnlee of food 

Some students bought cowboy hats. 
Donna and I waited for Randy and 
Allan because they bought tickets on.a 
draw for an old fashioned car. 

‘They had a parade and some students 
saw Bobby Hull. 

Donna and I were interested in the 
fantastic cars at the GM tent. 

It was a good idea for all the students 
to go to the LP.M. because it was a good 
experience and we enjoyed the exhibits, 
We leamed about the costs of farming 
equipment and animals. We could lear 
about future careers, how cheese is 
made or how a milking machine works. 
Everyone leamed something new. 

By Kimberly Andrew 
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The Students of The Sir James Whintey School 


Present 


The Nativity 
A Christmas Pageant 


Friday, December 12, 1986 
Saturday, December 13, 1986 
at 8:00 p.m. at the J.G. Demeza Sports Centre 
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Party honoured 
tetiring Staff 


Friday evening, June 20, 1986 was the 
date of a very pleasant program and din- 
ner held at the Ramada Inn in Belleville 
to mark the retirement of several staff 
members of the Sir James Whitney 
School, one of whose was Mr. Elgin 
Vader. 

‘Mr. Vader joined the staff of the then 
‘Ontario School for the Deaf, Belleville, 
Ontario Department of Education in 
September 1951. Correspondence bet- 
‘ween the Department and the O.S.D. 
Superintendent, W.J. Morrison, in- 
dicates that Mr. Vader was recommend: 
ed to be “‘in charge of boys’ Physical 
Education ... replacing Mr. John 
Boyd.” He met these responsibilities for 
the next three years which included 
supervising recreational Suviees for 
approximately 85 intermediate and 
senior boys, scheduling and coaching a 
variety of intermural sports and 
coaching school teams and individuals 
who competed with local highschools 
in sports such as football, basketball, 
volleyball, track and field, and badmin- 
ton. During his years as a coach, Mr. 
Vader and his teams brought three 
C.OSS.A. Championships to O.S.D. 

At this time in the school history, 
Physical Education was taught in the 
afternoons, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the 
evenings, as well as Saturday mornings 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. These ar- 
rangements provided the Physical 
Education teachers an opportunity to 
participate in the teacher training pro- 
gram at OS.D. during the regular 
school day. Mr, Vader successfully 
completed this program leading to 
specialist qualifications as teacher of 
the deaf and joined the staff of the in- 
termediate academic program in 
September, 1954, 

His first assignment in the academic 
area at O.S.D. was unique at the time 
when he was given a group of “non- 
rotating” intermediates. This new 
scheduling arrangement marked one of 
the earliest attempts to provide for 
groups of students who, over the years, 
have become known as “special 
classes” at this school. This was the 
first of several firsts for Mr. Vader dur- 
ing his career and the list would include 
anew industrial arts (metal) program in 
the late 1950's, a Drivers’ Instruction 
program started in 1961 and finally as 
‘Media Specialist in television and com- 


puter software, an assignment he took 
on in September 1970 and continued 
until he retired. During the years before 
he moved to the Media Centre he also 
taught a variety of school subjects to 
classes in both the intermediate and 
senior programs. 

f=» Vautc also remained active in his 
professional development over the 
years. In addition to his specialist 
qualifications as teacher of the deaf, he 
completed Ministry of Education 
courses in Guidance and Driver Instruc- 
tion, University courses in coaching 
techniques at the University of 
Western Ontario and specch and 
audiology from the University of 
Syracuse, He completed his Bachelor of 
‘Arts degree at Queen’s University in 
1969 and then proceeded to San Feman- 
do State College in California where he 
eamed a Master of Arts degree in Ad- 
ministration and Supervision in 1970. 

His family, staff and friends joined 
Mr, Vader at the retirement dinner on 
June 20th, Dr. J. G, Demeza, former 
Superintendent of Ontario School for 
the Deail Sir James Whitney spoke 
briefly, and often humourously, about 


Elgin Vader 
developments at the school over the 


past thirty-five years during Mr. Vader's 
career and joined all of us in wishing 
Elgin all the best in the years to come 
as he enjoys retirement at his home on 
Big Island. 


Hands across the Province 

Recently the Sir James Whitney 
School provided the parents of our 
students with an opportunity to come 
together over a weekend and immerse 
themselves in the world of the hearing 
impaired. The Sign Immersion 
Weekend was held on our campus 
March 21-23, and hosted over twenty 
parents from various pars of the 
province. 

The focus of the workshop was to 
provide the parents with insight into 
the communciation mode of their 
children and a chance to Hind out more 
about Deaf Culture. 

The parents were placed in small 
groups to offer maximum individual at- 
tention and guidance. Although basic 
vocabulary was introduced, the deaf 
and hearing group leaders stressed the 
relationship of sign principles relating 
fo, voice inflection. ‘These subtle 
nuances of the language when com- 
bined with minimal vocabulary skills 
can serve to increase communcation 
extensively. The parents also par- 
ticipated in a number of activities to in- 
crease body language, facial expression 
and signing style. 

The Sign Immersion Weekend 
brought together staff, students and 


parents to share in the opportunity to 
increase their awareness in com- 
municating with the hearing impaired. 
No doubt we will be hosting more Sign 
Immersion Weekends in the future. 
We'll be looking forward to reuniting 
old friends and welcoming new ones. 


Mrs. Mulroney received 

Grade 8 students 

‘On June 11, 1986, Mr. Dunning, Miss 
McFarlane and a class of Grade 8 
students went to Ottawa to meet with 
Mrs. Mila Mulroney, wife of the Prime 
Minister of Canada, 

We met with Mila in the Prime 
Minister's office. She gave us an 
autographed picture of herself. We gave 
her some SJ.W. T-shirts for her 
children. 

Three members of parliament also 
met with us: Mr. Jack Ellis, MP. 
Hastings, Mr, Bill Domm, M.P. Peter- 
borough; Dr. Tupper, M.P, Nepean. 

Mila had leamed some signs before 
our visit. We took her picture signing 
"E love you". 

Mila was very friendly. We liked her 
very much. After our visit, we toured, 
the Parliament Buildings. 

‘We were very lucky. 
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Stan Bramley 

Stan was born in Yorkshire, England 
where he attended public, grammar and 
Polytechnic schools. He was in the 
Royal Air Force from 1942 to 1946. In 
1948 Stan arrived in Canada and two 
years later married Molly. They are the 
proud parents of Susan, Mary and John. 

Stan had his own Sash and Door 
business in Bala from 1950 to 1963. In 
July 1963 he entered Ontario Teachers’ 
College, In September 1963 he began 
his teaching carcer at the Ontario 
School for the Deaf, O.S.D. as it was 
then known. 

In 1973 Stan started to build his own 
sailboat When he moved to Ivanhoe the 
boat went with him.This unfinished 
boat, sitting on top of the highest 
ground in the area, many miles from 
water, had many of his neighbours 
wondering if he knew something that 
they didn’t. 

Stan has completed 23 years as a 
Woodworking and Cabinetmaking 
teacher. Over the years his students 
have tured out many fine pieces of far- 
nitures and have gone on to become ex- 
cellent tradesmen. Many of the cup- 

ards, desks, etc, found in all areas of 
the school were made in Stan's shop 
and attest to the craftmanship he tried 
to instill in his students. 

Stan is a member of the Canadian 
Power Squadron and the National 
Association for Photographic Art and 
intends to pursue his interest in both 
of these areas during his retirement. 


Verna Hutchinson 

In September 1948, Verna Hutchin- 
son, a new graduate of the Ottawa Nor- 
mal School, joined the Sir James 
Whitney (then known as the Ontario 
School fr the Deaf) staff. Fornine years 
the beginning classes were Verna’s 
students. Marriage to Willis and the 
birth of two children, Carol and David 
(now both married and living in Ot- 
tawal, resulted in a change. It was to be 
part-time teaching over the next years 
(1959-61 and 1964-79) until 1980 when 
she was finally persuaded to retum full 
time. 

Nineteen sixty-five — the beginning 
of preschool! Parents brought their 
children in to Verna who tutored them 
once a week. Loyalist students began to 
offer a nursery group two afternoons a 
week, at the same time, Gradually 
home visits were introduced into the 
program. One by one Verna called in 
recruits until at one point the home 
visiting staff grew to include seven 
teachers! 

Verna has been the first figure in the 
lives of many parents and children 
through the years to bring hope and 
help to those learning to cope with the 
discovery of a hearing loss. She will be 
remembered by many with apprecia- 
tion and fondness; she will be missed 
by those who remain in place; by all she 
is wished happiness and good health to 
enjoy her retirement years, 


Katharine Mills 

After graduating from Belleville Col- 
legiate Institude and Vocational School, 
Katharine Mills commenced her 
secretarial career with the Department 
of National Revenue in Belleville. Her 
next employer was Union Carbide, un- 
til she decided to again become a 
student 

Beginning in 1964, she attended three 
summer courses at the Ontario College 
of Education in Toronto to obtain her 
teaching certificate, In the fall of that 
year, she filled the position of Business 
Education teacher at the Ontario 
School for the Deaf, Belleville, after 
which she eared her Teacher of the 
Deaf Certificate. She continued her 
education at Queen's University, com- 
pleting a B.A. in 1973, 

During her 22 years on staff at Sir 
James Whitney she assisted at various 
times with a Cub Pack, with Student 
Parliament, with the on-thejob train- 
ing programme, and sang in the 
Christmas Pageant staff choir. 

Katharine’s determination to pass 
along her own secretarial expertise paid 
off for her students when many of them 
moved directly to employment. 
Numerous times employers expressed 
their satisfaction with the graduates! 
readiness for a job, commending their 
fine work habits and business training. 

Katharine values the friendships 
which she developed with staff and 
students and will continue to enjoy 
them in her retirement, 


October 


Late last spring 

Mrs. Piorkowski’s 
Grade 7 class paid 

a visit to the Sons 

of Jacob Synagogue in 
Belleville. It was a 
new experience for the 
students. Here are 
their reports. 


Our Visit to 
The Sons of Jacob Synagogue 

Mrs, Piorkwoski’s class went to the 
temple. Everybody said hello to Mr. 
Bochnek, who is a Jewish person. We 
put on skullcaps because boys always 
wear them, Mr, Bochnek said 
MrBochnek showed us the three win- 
dows to celebrate Jewish holidays and 
the Hebrew language. He also talked 
about 12 different windows. 

All the Jews came from the tribes of 
Judah (lion) and Benjamin {the fox). Ten 
tribes got lost and separated in the 
world. These twelve sons were bom in 
Mesopotamia to Jacob long ago. Mr. 
Bochnek was bom in Toronto, He went 
touniversity in Toronto and New York 
because he wanted to leam the Hebrew 
language. 

Shawn Moses 


Our Visit to 
The Sons of Jacob Synagogue 

‘Mrs. Piorkowski’s class went to the 
Synagogue. We said, “Hello, Mr. 
Bochnek.” We all went into the gym. 
Mr, Bochnek gave us blue skulleaps. 
We went to the kitchen. We saw the 
kosher food kitchen. Next, we went to 
the classroom. We saw a book of 
Hebrew. It was written differently. 
‘Then we went to the sanctuary and sat 
in the pews. We saw the holy parch: 
ment scrolls and a prayer shawl, 

The End 

Craig Dafoe 


Our Visit to 
the Sons of Jacob Synagogue 

Mrs, Piorkowski’s class went to the 
Synagogue. Mr. Bochnek gave blue 
skull caps to my class. We saw the gym, 
the kitchen for Kosher food, the 


classroom, and the santuary. 

We saw a picture of the Ten 
Commandments, a prayer shawl, 
famous scholars of Judaism, the Torah, 
holy parchment scrolls, a star of David, 
Jacob's twelve sons, a Menorah, three 
windows to celebrate Jewish holidays, 
and a Remembrance board for Jewish 
people who died. All Jews come from 
the tribes of Judah (lion) or Benjamin 
(the fox). Then Mr, Bochnek said, “If 
you want you can keep your skull 
caps.” My class said, Yes.” 

Afer that my class said bye to Mr. 
Bochnek. The Jewish cemetery is on 
Highway 2 past S]W School. 

Mitchell Kuseler 


Our Trip to the Temple 

My class went to the temple. The 
leader of the congregation was Mr. 
Bochnek. We went into the gym. I saw 
a big T.V and pictures hanging on the 
wall. Mr. Bochnek gave me a skull cap. 
We went into the classroom where 


other children come to leam the 
Hebrew language. I saw the Hebrew 
language. We went to the church and 
I saw Jacob's twelve sons on stained 
glass windows. I saw the Holy 
Parchament scrolls. We saw the names 
of persons who died on a 
board with lights. Thert we came back 
toresidence with the skull cap we kept. 
Jason Lalonde 


Our Visit to 
the sons of Jacbo S; 

Mrs. Piorkowski’s class and I went to 
the Sons of Jacob Synagogue. It is 
different from other churches. We saw 
‘beautiful things — a kitchen, party 
room, and we saw the sanctuary. Mr. 
Bocknek gave us a skull cap to wear 
because it is a rule to wear them in the 
temple. In the sanctuary we saw a 
stained window of the twelve sons of 
Jacob. 

Then we went back to our residence. 

Bart Van Yzendoorn 


‘Mr. Reid Goulding, representing the Lion’s Club, Multiple District “A” is watching Jen- 
ny Lynch and Jennifer Wainwright at work on the new Apple Tle. Two such computer systems 
were purchased by the Lion's Club for use in our Elementary and Secondary Programs. 

‘The visitors were in tum presented with a ‘Thank you” banner printed with this com- 


puter and several copies of the student newpaper published by the students in Mrs, Riley's 
grade 6 class, 
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The Editor's 
Comment 


Second Class Mail Registration No. 1545 
‘The Canadian is published solely in the in- 
terests of The Sir James Whitney School, 
Belleville. 


‘The mechanical work is all done by the pupil- 
apprentices under the direction of our Instmic- 
tors in Printing, 


‘Tus year the Program Directors have decided to share the editorial reponsibilities 
for The Canadian. As Elementary Program Director, it is my pleasure to be this 
issue's editor, featuring our Elementary Program. 

‘There are twelve hearing-impaired in our Elementary School this year and 
two off-campus classes for a total enrolment of seventy-two students. Of this 
number, thirty-three youngsters are day students. 

The elementary residences are called Calico Comer, Sundance and Raia- 
bow and each residence is decorated according to its theme name. There are thirty. 
nine students in these residences, most of whom go home every weekend. Even 
our far-northem students travel home eighteen times a year, 

‘You will notice also from this issue of The Canadian that we have two 
intellectually handicapped classes from William R. Kirk School housed in our 
Elementary School this year, an arrangement which has proven to be a rewarding 
experience for all concerned, 

With the first term almost concluded, we are busy with the many varied 
activities and experiences which provide such a rich language based curriculum 
forall our Elementary students. As you read through this issue, you will see many 
fine examples of the kind of events from which the students produce excellent 
creative writing, 

One such memorable was the arrival in Belleville of Rick Hansen's 
Man-in-Motion Tour. This provided our students with a superb incentive to gather 
relevant newspaper articles, prepare welcome banners and provide a donation to 
Rick's cause, Unfortunately, when the exciting day finally arrived, most of the 
student body missed him due to a mix-up in his Belleville schedule. What we did 
catch was the tail end of his entourage as he wheeled rapidly (and I mean rapidly) 
ast our school on his way to Trenton, However, when the tour organizers 
discovered what had happened, the school received both a large autograhed por- 
trait of Rick and a letter of apology. This framed poster is hanging proudly in the 
Secondary School. 

With 1987 rapidly approaching, the Elementary students and staff look for 
ward to such winter activities as the residental Winter Carnival, the school's Theme 
Week and trip to the Maple Sugar Bush. 

We hope you enjoy this issue as much as we have enjoyed putting it together 
for you. 

Colin R. Robbins, Program Director, Elementary Program 


‘nthe cover: 


Yesterday when | came from school | saw a broken window in the living room, My mom 
{old me that the bird hit the window and it broke it.The bird went inio the house. Some neighbor 
‘came to my house and fixed the window. When my mom heard the window break it sound- 
ed like a.gun. My mom was afraid. When she turned around and saw the window, it was 
broken. The glass was all over the living room and the stairs, 

Jeremy Wells, Grade 2 


The Elementary Program 


presents... 


Robert Haperazivouzyuk 

A Jong time ago, there was a man named Robert Haperazivouzyuk in Sweden. In the Spring 
he decided to steal clothes, food and money from unsuspecting people. He decided to try Mr 
Haperazivouzyuk's house first. He got all he wanted at his house. But on his way out, he came 
face to face with Mr, Haperazivouzyuk’s quard dog, Dakeuzyu. 

He started to go to the back door then he rememiberd that Mr. Haperazivouzyuk kept his boa 
constrictor there. He turned back to the window and saw that the dog was gone. He jumped out 
the window and the dog jumped off the roof, biting the seat of his pants. The commotion made 
a policeman stop and the policeman caught him. He was sent to jail for 20 years. In his 13th year, 
he died of hunger. 


Kris Janes 


Nine-year-old Kris Janes and his fellow students in 
the Elementary Program are proud to show on these pages 
what they have learned to do in school. 


Mrs. Buller’s 

and Miss Badgley’s 
Kindergarten class 
have done some 
super enactive stories! 


Jonathan’s Story 


Ted plays the piano. 
Ted sits in the rocking 
chair and falls. 

Ted cries. 

Ted is fine now. 


Melame’s Story, 


(Our kindergarten class made an “owl” jack o'lantern. 
‘We won 2nd prize. We were happy! 


Melanie’s Story 


Mommy sits. 
Mommy falls. 
Mommy cries. 
Mommy is happy. 
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Matthew’s Story 


\ Mommy watches T.V. 
Mommy sleeps on the 


M ake ae ee 


Mommy wakes-up. 


Jason’s Story 


Mommy makes lunch 

for Ted on the stove. 

Ted washes his hands 
in the sink. 

Mommy and Ted eat 

lunch. 


Johnny’s Story 


Ted sits on a chair. 
Ted sleeps on a | 
couch, 

Ted plays the piano. 
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new faces 

in the 
Kindergarten 
Class 


Hil My name is Matthew Mercer, 1 
am five years old. I live in Trenton with 
my Mommy, Daddy, Jordan and Adam 
School is fun!! 


Hil My name is Jonathan Nicoll. 1 
am five years old, T live in Brighton, I 
love to come to school on the bus! 


Jamie Fitzpatrick comes from 
Havelock. He has an older brothes 
whom he writes to in Ottawa, He 
to enjoy a class of all girls, Welcome 
Jamie! 


Tanis Brooks comes from Trenton. 

She has a sister Tara and a brother 

Travis, Her father is a pilot so 

sometimes Tanis has the chance to fly 

rth him. What a lucky gil! Welcome 
ais 


My name is Melanie Thivierge. 1 
am five years old. My home is in 
Geraldton. I have two sisters, Their 
ames are Vera and Betsy, | enjoy 
coming to Sir James Whitney! 


Hi! My name is Jason Smith. 1 am 
five years old, My sister is in Grade 2 at 
Sir James Whitney School. Her name is 
Rhonda. I come to school on the bus 
every day from Yarker. 


Hi! My name is Johnathan Watson- 
George. I am six years old. I now live 
in Belleville with my Mom and my 
sister, Melissa. | enjoy Kindergarten. 


James Bailey was bom in Comox, 
British Columbia. He is seven years old. 
He is in ies Thompson's Grade 2 class 
at our schoo 


1986 


pms 


rela Hart is a happy addition to 
rasa Grade 6 class at Sir James 
Whitney School. She comes from Ajax, 
Ontario and she is 11 years old, She has 
retumed to our school after spending one 
year in a special class for the deaf in 
Toronto. Angela enjoys Gym and she 
enjoys swimming. 


12-yearold girl who lives at RR3, 
Bancroft, Prior to her coming to The Sir 
James Whitney School in September, 
Heather attended the Metro School for 
the Deaf and a special education class at 
Cardiff Public School. Heather enjoys 
swimming and she is a member of the 
Synchronized Swimming group. 


Elementary School students went to greet Mr. Hansen 


Rick Hansen 

Rick Hansen is a paralytic, He can- 
not move his legs. Rick has to use a 
wheelchair. Rick lives in British Col- 
umbia in Vancouver. 

Terry and Rick played on the same 
wheelchair basketball team for three 
years. They trained together for two 
years and roomed together. Rick decid- 
ed to travel around the world to raise 
spinal_money. Rick went through 
thirtyfour countries, When Rick gets 
home in Vancouver, he and his 
girlfriend will marry. I was proud of 
Rick Hansen. 


Danielle Griska 


Rick Hansen 

Rick Hansen is a 29 year old man 
who lives in Vancouver B.C. When he 
was 15 years old he was ina truck ac- 
cident and a tool box hit his back and 
injured his spine. He can't walk now 
because he is paralyzed, He must use 
a wheelchair. 

He is a good athlete. He won a 
Marathon race in Montreal in 1983. He 
also played basketball with Terry Fox. 

His tour is called Man in Motion, He 
will have travelled 40,000 km around 
the world through 33 countries when 
helis finished. He hopes to raise about 
‘$10 million for the doctors to find a way 


Hi! My name is Tina Labrosse. 1am 
nine years old. I live in Comwall. Mr. 
Dunning is my teacher. I wrote a letter 
to Santa Claus. I asked for Jem. Thope 
Santa brings her to me. [have two 
brothers and a sister, Joel, Casey and 
Angela. 


Kris Janes is a fine young 9-yearold 
boy who lives in Coe Fill, Ontario. He 
has attended school in Milton at the E. 
. Drury School, and he comes to us 
from the Metropolitan School for the 
Deaf, Toronto. He really enjoys Reading, 
and his favourite subject in 
‘Mathematics. Kris enjoys playing. 
hockey. He played for Pizzaville in the 
Agincourt Canadians Hockey League. 


to repair damaged spinal cords. He has 
raised $2.25 million s0 far. 
He will marry Amanda Reid. She is 
4 Physiotherapist. She helps his sore 
muscles feel better. He has used 80 tires 
on his 7 different wheelcha 
I like Rick Hansen because he is 
traveling around the world to raise 
money for spinal cord research 
Jason Lalonde 
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Primary Off-Campus 


Sir Winston Churchill School 

Once again, Sir Winston Churchill 
School has an off-campus class for some 
of our students. This year, the students 
are Mary Thomas, Grade 1, Natalie 
Pilon and Kari English, Grade 2, and 
Genny Bresett and Darren Green, 
Grade 3. Mrs. Maureen Mac Kinnon is, 
the teacher and Carolyn Kelly, our full- 
time teacher assistant. 

We are able to involve all the 
students with some integration at their 
grade level. Mary spends the greater 
part of her day in Mrs. Ried’s Grade 1 
class, Kari and Natalie go to Language 
Arts, Gym and Library with Mrs. 
Howell's Grade 2. class, Darren and 
Genny are in a Reading group from 
Grade 3 with Mrs. MacKinnon, in Gr.2 
Gym and in library with Mrs, Joseclyn’s, 
special education class 

Itis a busy day and the students are 
usually here or there but Mr. Moore, 
the principal, and the staff are great and 
very supportive, 

Some of the hearing students have 
joined our signing club and are anxious 
to leam sign language. We have also in- 
vited all 3 Grade levels we are involv- 
ed with to Sir James Whitney for dif- 
ferent Christmas activities. Everyone is 
quite excited about that and it gives us, 
the opportunity to share our school 


with them, 
Our pictures will help explain our 
school day, 
St te Darren and Genny are busy at work in Reading class. 
Off-Campus 


Sir Winston Churchill 


Goodbye! See you tomorrow: 


Miss Kelly uses the parachute with the Grade 2 class. 


William R. Kirk Junior Class 

‘At The Sir James Whitney School this year we 
have two new classes. In cooperation with the 
Hastings County Board of Education two classes 
for students with intellectual handicaps have 
begun in the Elementary School. The junior 
classroom is made up of six pupils and the program 
focus is geared towards functional academics and 
social development. The intermediate class has 
eleyen pupils. The orientation of their program is 
towards daily living and working skills. 

‘The classes have integrated well into the day- 
today life of Sir James Whitney with all pupils get- 
ting together for special events and activities, At 
this point it would appear that the educational 
horizons of staff and students from both par- 
ticipating schools have been broadened. 


Mr, Hoover observing John Cecil creating a Christmas 
and Kevin doing dishes ‘Tree Story 


Cecil and Allan at the listening centre John, Kevin and Mr. Hoover looking for news 


November/December 


My News 

My mom and | decided that we would 
like to become Catholic. We met with 
Father Monty at his office in Ottawa for 
a short time. He told us that we can 
become Catholic on December 13, 
1986. We were happy. Then Father 
Monty and my mom talked about me. 
They decided that | should change to 
Miss MacDonald's Catholic Religion 
class on Friday, November 21, 1986. 
| will be preparing for my First Commu- 
nion. | hope that | will have my First 

Communion in the spring. 
Aaron Walsh Grade 3 
Mrs. Mullins 


This is Robble’s story. 
The fireman hears the bell. 
The fireman slides down 
the pole. 

The fireman and the dog ride 
on the firetruck. 

The fireman goes to the fire 
fast! 


— 


Sleeping Beauty 
The Prince and Sleeping 
Beauty ride in the coach. The 
Prince sees the Pink Fairy. 
Sleeping Beauty wants to talk 
with the Pink Fairy. Sleeping 
Beauty, the Prince and the Pink 
Fairy have fun. The Prince and 
the Princess go upstairs in the 

castle. They Kiss. 
Katie Sirvage, Age:7 


Dear Journal, 
| have 3 wishes for me for 
Christmas. | want Jem, two Cab- 
bage Patch Twin Babies, and Cab- 
bage Patch diapers. | have 3 wishes 
for my world, | want to have fun with 
my friends. | want to help mommy 
at home. | want to play with my dog. 
Tina Labrosse 


Grade Six Compositions 


Week-End News 

On Friday we went to the pool and free swim- 
ming. | played with three or four girls. Then | 
went to residence and went for supper. After 
supper | watched a movie, 

‘On Saturday morning | saw Angel being bad, 
because she played in bed. Then | ignored her. 
late breakfast then went to Trenton to see the 
Santa Claus parade. We came back and | 
played for awhile then went for supper. After 
‘supper, Shawn, Gilles, Stacey, Michelle and | 
went to Towers, 

On Sunday | went outside and waited for a 
taxi to come and pick us up to go to Church, 
but it did not come. It was too late then, so we 
went back to the residence and played. 

Darrell Devoe 


Pup 

‘One spring afternoon, Pup was sitting on the 
grass. He was watching a small dog carrying 
a newpaper to his master. 

Pup had an idea. He ran down the street. He. 
found the boy. He picked him up by his hair. 
He ran back to his house. 

His mother, Mrs. Andrews, was sitting in his 
favourite chair. He heard some scratches at the 
door. He walked to the door and opened it. He 
was 80 surprised, because Pup brought him a 


a newpaper.'"He talked to Pup,"‘Put him back 
‘on the street, | don't need the newpaper boy 
ea 

Heather Nichols 


The Accident 

One day in July, Tom was playing in the 
street. He was playing alone with his 
skateboard. His skateboard hit a rock and Tom 
fell backwards. He hurt himself badly when his 
head hit the street and his helmet smashed in 
half. He skinned his face and forehead, he hurt 
his thumb and broke his leg. Tom looked sad 
with his arm in a sling and the cast on his right 
Jeg. He went to the hosiptal and he visited the 
doctor many times. Tom was better in six 
weeks. He bought a new skateboard and now 

he will be more careful, 
Norman Benedict 


Poor Brothers 
One evening, when Garland was trying to do 
his homework in the residence, Bradley went 
in Garland’s room and he picked an elastic 
from his pocket. Then he put the elastic up and 
tried to shoot it. He shot it the wrong way. It 
backfired and hit his nose. He hurt himself and 
it bounced into the air. He put his hands on his 
hips. He was so vexed. He had an idea and he 
walked over and hit Garland’s head with his 
fist. 
But | don't know what will happen next. The 
two brothers always fight! 
Tarryl Tamlin 


Page 10. 


Noweanber/December 


Grade Six Compositions 


News 

On Friday | went fo a restaurant, then | went 
home. | watched T.V, then | went to bed, 

On Saturday Uncle Bill came to my home, 
We went out for a big dinner, then we went 
back home. | watched T_V. | found “Porky"on. 
T.V. | went to bed at 12:30. 

On Sunday my father asked ,Do you want 
fo bet money on who will win the football 
game?” | said,"’Yes." | asked, “How much 
money?" My father said, "$1.00," 1 said, 
“'Yes,ok."| watched the game. Toronto won, | 
got the money. My father said, “'You won.""At 
5:30 | met the bus and | went to school, 

Cody Amer 


Fat Albert 

Albert is a very fat farmer who lives north of 
Toronto. He is about 550 pounds and he is sit- 
ting in his livingroom. He is watching the news 
and waiting for supper, 

Albert lives in the country and works on the 
family farm. He does not have any friends and 
he is lonely. He has problems with his thyroid 
glands and that makes it hard for him to lose 
weight. 

Albert is wearing a striped shirt with short 
sleeves. It is white with red stripes. He has on 
blue denim bib overalls. He has on old running 
shoes and white sport socks. 

' hope Albert will diet or maybe he will die 
young. He will eat diet food and drinks. it he 
doesn't want to eat diet food, he will die; 

‘Angela Hart 


My Weekend 
Last Friday | told Mom that | wanted some pills 
for my cold. | asked Mom, “Did you get a hair 
cut?”" Then my mom said, “Yes”. | laid down 
on the couch and turned on the T.V. | watched 
“Dallas”. 

On Saturday night my Mom and Dad went 
to a big dinner. My mom said, “be good’. My 
friend went and watched my family. At 9:00 
Ledighanne and our friend went up to the barn 
‘and swept the hay with a broom. 

Sunday morning | did not go to Sunday 
school, | was sleeping more and resting. Then 
Mom and Leighanne got their dresses on. Mom 
and Leighanne went to Waupoos to a big din- 
ner. My mom brought me some chocolate 
fudge. Then | said ,""Thank you Mom’. 

Kathy Carson 


Cat Tales 

‘Some friends of mine named Larry and Lucy 
decided that they wanted to buy a new cat. 
Larry went shopping at a pet store in Kapuskas- 
ing. One cat was very expensive, The black 
and white Persian cat cost $175.00. Larry paid 
$200.00. The cashier gave Lary $25.00 
change, Larry went home. Lucy came out to 
see what he bought. Larry said,'‘I bought a new 
cat.” Lucy said, “Oh, | love you very much.” 
Larry played with the cat. His name was Flash. 

Larry and Lucy were happy now. Lucy and 
Larry went to bed at 11:00 p.m. Flash ate his 
food. He loved it. Flash went to his favorite 
room. He slept on the chair. 

In the morning Lucy and Larry woke-up and 
they fed Flash some food. They made their 
breakfast. Luey opened the door and Flash 
went outside to find a new friend. Flash found 
a girl cat. Flash fell in love with Sandy. Flash 
and Sandy are together everyday now. 

Lori Caruk 
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Junior School 
House League 


Les Canadiens* 
(Front row |.1o 1.) Melanie Graham, Lori Rushiow, Tarry| 
Tamiin, Kathy Carson, Jay Kirkwood and Carrie Osborne. 
(Back row) Jackie Doyle, Jason Lalonde, Mitch Kuseler, 
Michelle Marier, Steve Whitter and Jamie Innes. 
"Les Canadiens captured the House League Softball Championship, 


The North Stars 
(Front row |, to r.) Andrew Swaine, Billy Barton, Rob 
Bathurst, Gilles Ricard, Cecil Tinney and Allan Patterson. 
(Back row) Tina Deline, Mark Pearce, Cody Amer, Jennifer 
Wainwright, Ruby Creelman and Sherry Dafoe 


Junior School House League is well under way for 
another year. Pupils from grades 4 to 8 participate in soft- 
ball, volleyball, floothockey and soccer during the course 
of the year. House League hopes to provide our pupils 
with a basic understanding about the rules of the games 
and an opportunity to participate in enjoyable recrea- 
tional activities. 


The Oilers 
(Front row |. tor) Aaron Walsh, Danny St, Louis, James 
Filzpatrick, Angie Han, Kevin Howe and Marie Perry. (Back 
row) Heather Nichols, Jenny Lynch, Tracy Bright, Danielle 
Griska, Shawn Moses and Norman Benedict 


The Leaf 
(Front row |. tor.) Brian Donaldson, John Foley, Donna 
Cross, Angel Bourre, Chris Dafoe and Lori Caruk. (Back 
Tow) Laura Mahoney, Craig Dafoe, Jeff Green, Bill Keddy 
and Jenny Endicot. 


NowemberDecember 


Africa Overland 


with John Walmsley 


A presentation to the Elementary School 


Mr. Walmsley held up a T-shirt to show us a photograph of 
everyone that travelled together. Where did they leave from? 
Where did they go? 


3 
i 
| 
4 
J 
8 


my 


Jennifer Wainwright presented Mr, Walmsley with a thank you 
card, Jenny Lynch gave him a potted cactus, We very much 
appreciated having him come. We hope that he could make 
a retum visit in the near future. 


He was able to purchase a bow and arrow set from a pygmy. 
Can you guess how much it cost? What kind of furry tail is 
threaded onto one end of the bow? 


Almost everyone got together for a picture at the end. Mr. 
Walmsley left us with two souvenirs. One was a copy of his 
diary during the journey. The other was a photograph of a 
village school in Zaire, 


1986 
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Here are the stories that Mrs. Piorkowski’s class wrote 


about this very special presentation, 


A Vistor Who Travelled Through the Sarah Desert 


Story No. 1 
A deaf man named John Walmsley 
came to The Sir James Whitney School 
to tell his story of his trip to the Sahara 
Desert to grade 7 and 8 classes, He 
started his tip to Africa from Hall 
England with seven other people. They 
drove in a different kind of truck call- 
eda landrover that almost looks like a 
jeep. On their way, they saw some 
animals. One night 2 woman was sleep- 
ing and millions of army ants were all 
over her and also they had to kill some 
scorpions and poisonous snakes, too. 
They quite often got stuck (about 40 
times) in the soft sand because there are 
no roads, only tracks cross the Sahara 
Desert, But eventually they got out! 
The next day, they met some pigmies 
who gave John an Arabian Knife and 
bow decorated with a monkey tail and 
two arrows that he paid one dollar for. 
He went to an oasis where they got 
their first bath! They went to a town, 
where there are lot of children that 
have sore arms, sore legs and sore ears. 
John couldn't get out because the kids 
‘were surrounding him, so he threw a 
handful of candies then he escaped. 
When it was time to go back to Hull, 
England, he had an infected leg so he 
had to stay in the hospital for one week. 
‘They had travelled for 100 days. 
Jenny Lynch 
Story No. 2 
On October 7, 1986, Mr. John 
Walmsley came to The Sir James 
Whitney Schoo! with his friend, Susan. 
He lives in Hull, England but she lives 
in Kingston. They talked about the 
desert. He saw the roasted monkey that 
the native people eat for supper. We 
heard that he went to see the oasis and 
saw the camel train, He drove about 
11,000 miles to get to Kenya. 
Jennifer Leigh Wainwright 


Story No. 3 

Mr. John Walmsley who is a deaf 
man lives in Hull, England. On October 
7, 1986, he came to Canada to tell us 


about the Sahara Desert in Africa. He 
talked to the grade 7’s and 8's. Susan, 
who is John’s friend, came too and she 
lives in Kingston. He saw an oasis 
with palm trees und a small lake, He 
saw some people, He was a policeman 
for 20 years and he arrested 2 bad men. 
‘They hit him on the head and that’s 
how he became deaf. He had a fire in 
cone of his landrovers jeep). He went to 
Morocco, Algeria, Niger and Chad. He 
got stuck 40 times in the sand in Africa 
and came back home, It was 11,000 
miles to Kenya. He tried to show us a 
movie but it didn’t work. John got 
rested in Morocco because he was 
bringing his own food into the country 
so he had to stay in the car for 5 days. 
One night a girl got ants all over her and 
they could get infected. So they sprayed 
them off. At the end of the presentation 
Susan took some pictures. Mr. 
Walmsley gave our school a photography 
of an African classroom and a copy of 
his diary during the trip. 

Jackie Doyle 


Story No.4 
On October 7, 1986, Mr. John 
Walmsley came to The Sir James 
Whitney School, He is from Hull, 
England, He showed us some of the pic 
tures when he was in the African 
desert. Then he also showed us two 
maps of his trip. His landrover got stuck 
in the sand, He saw a poisonous snake 
and scorpions that he chopped and 
buried in the sand. 
James Fitzaptrick, 
Grade 7 


Story No. 5 

On October 7, 1986, Mr. John 
Walmsley came to The Sir James 
Whitney School, He talked to Grade 7 
and 8. He talked about his vacation to 
the desert. 

Mr, John Walmsley left to gu we he 
Sahara Desert from Hull, England with 
his friends. In the desert, his jeep got 
stuck forty times and had to wait quite 


often for hours to get out. John 
Walmsley met a lot of native people 
and he helped them. He also helped to 
give medicine to the children. 

When he entered Marocco he got ar- 
rested because he was not allowed to 
bring food into the country, so he had 
to stay in his car for one week because 
there were no jails, 

Ina town when he was having tea in 
the tents the snakes came to have some 
tea also, John killed them and buried 
them in the sand, He went to an oasis, 
A woman got amy ants all over her 
body. Mr. John Walmsley took some 
pictures of the desert. He saw some 
camels, a roasting monkey and a camel, 
train, 

He had a good time travelling 
through the desert, 

Ruby Creelman 


Grade 7 


Story No. 6 

Mr. John Walmsley who lives in 
Hull, England, told us that he was a 
policeman. He caught two thieves but, 
they hit him on the head, and he 
become deaf! He quit being a policeman 
and he went with eight people to 
Africa, 

First, they went through France, then 
Spain. Soon they were in Tangier where 
they got handcuffed for bringing in 
food. They were handcuffed for five 
days 

After five days they were happy 
because they were free! Then, they 
started their trip. They got stuck 40 
times in the sandl! 

Next, they left for Algeria! 

They travelled through eight places! 
From England, they went through 
Belgium, France, Spain and then to 
Gilbraltar. in Africa, they went through 
Tangier, Morocco, then Algeria, then 
Niger and then Chad, Wow!! What a 
long trip. It was 11,000 miles all the 
way to Kenya, Africa! 

T would not like to go there!!! 

Jenny Endicott, 
Grade 7. 


Boge 14 


Nowember/December 


Piorkowski 

One day Punky Piorkowski was hear- 
ing so she went to a Grade 4 class. A 
few months later she told her mother 
that she couldn’t understand her class 
and she even cannot hear her teacher 
also. Mrs. Piorkowski made an appoint- 
ment for a hearing test. 

A few weeks later Mrs, Piorkowski 
took Punky to the appointment. They 
got to the building. Punky’s mother 
told her to sit down but Punky didn’t 
understand her so Mrs. Piorkowski 
tried to act out what she wanted her to 
do, Punky understood her. She went to 
sit down and read some books. 

Then it was Punky’s tum to go. 
When Punky was walking, a lady tried 
to speak and sign but Punky still didn’t 
understand her. When a lady and Punky 
got into a room, the lady wrote on a 
paper: Hi! How are you? My name is 
Mrs. Deak and you are going to 
have two tests. Punky read the paper 
then she understood what she had tried 
to say to her. 

‘After the test Mrs, Deak asked Punky 
to go and get her mother. A few 
minutes later Mrs. Piorkowski came in 
with Punky. 

‘Mrs, Deak told Mrs, Piorkowski that 
Punky had become deaf and talked 
abou Punky going to a deaf school. 

The next month, Punky started to go 
to a deaf school. After school when 
Punky got home she asked her parents 
if she can go to that same school 
because she liked it there, Punky told 
her parents that she has new friends 
and they were teaching her some sign 
language. A few minutes later her 
parents replied, “Okay you can go to 
that deaf school,” 


Punky was so happy. 
Ruby Creelman, Grade 7A. 


Mrs, Punky Piorkowski 

Last Tuesday on October 27, 1986 at 
2:35, we started creating a pumpkin. At 
first, we wanted it to be a punky pum- 
pkin but we decided to call it “Mrs. 
Punky Pumpkin’. Jackie did the eyes. 
Jenny Endicott did the nose and mouth. 
I did the hair while the rest of the class 
ccut out the letters and put the sparkles 
on the letters. Jackie and I put on the 
earrings and Jenny Endicott made a 
hearing aid that said, “Punky 
Piorkowski”. Jackie and I put the 
beautiful pumpkin on the table. All the 
class put the letters on the wall that 
said, “Mrs. Punky Piorkowski’’. Mrs. 
Piorkowski and Miss Savard like its ap- 


pearance, and the letters we put on the 
wall. Most of the class thinks we 
should put it in the pumpkin contest 
but grade 7 and 8 can’t enter that con- 
test. Boo! Jackie said, “If we had put it 
in the contest, we would probably get 
2nd or 3rd”, I laughed, “Maybe”. 
Jenny Lynch, 7A 


Mrs. Punky Piorkowski 

‘One Hallowe'en night Heather, Mur- 
ray, Mike and I made a pumpkin call- 
ed, “Mrs. Punky Piorkowski”. Mike 
said, “Wow!” That's great! But where 
will be put it?” 

Murray and Heather said at the same 
time, “Outside beside the door!!” So 1 
put a candle inside it, the lid on the top 
of it and then I put it down beside the 
door. 

Suddenly something strange happen- 
ed!! Murray, Heather and Mike saw 
through the window. I was still stan- 
ding there with the door open when the 
“Mrs. Punky Piorkowski” grew up to 
be like a real person. I opened my 
mouth wide in surprise and also the 
other, too! Punky came into our house. 
Te was wearing long, black dress, a pait 
of black boots and a pair of black gloves 
with some sparkles on it! Punky tum- 
ed on the television to watch “Psycho 
Ty 

Tran to get a big sharp knife then I 
quietly walked behind Punky and kill- 
ed her! 

Murray, Mike and Heather were happy, 
now! We were safe, happily forever and 
ever! 

Jennifer Endicott, 


Baker Lake Inuit Art Show 
‘On Wednesday October 29 we went 
to Cobourg. We went to see Inuit 
sculptures, photographs and drawings. 
The artist was Ruth Tuturialik. She 
draws with colored pencils, She drew 
about fishing, Inuit life, hunting, tools 
legends, and witch doctors and spirits. 
Ruth was 40 when she began drawing, 
She has been drawing for 13 years. 

We liked the photographs by Donna 
Bamett, Michelle and Laura liked the 
traditional camp. Danielle liked the 
fishing picture with the one man 
fishing with a spear and the other with 
a fishing rod, Billy and Jeff liked the pic- 
ture of the church tha looked like an 
igloo. Sherry liked the woman sewing 
a caribou Kayak. Donna took the pic: 
tures in Baker Lake. 

A traditional camp is set up in Baker 
Lake every summer. It is a caribou 
tepee. One family is chosen to live the 
traditional way all summer. This is so 
the children leam the old way of life. 
Tt was only in the 1960's that they 
changed to the new way of life. There 
were two big whale bone sculptures. 
The titles were “Men fighting over 
Woman” and “Drum Ceremony”. 
There were Inuit tools in the display 
cases. An ulu is a woman's knife. A 
snow knife was used to make igloos. A 
hide scaper was used to clean the meat 
off the skins and fur, We saw many soap 
stone cavings. They were black green 
ora light green. My favorite thing that 
Tsaw was one man sitting and holding 


a fishing rod. 
Danielle Griska 


Bell Canada’s Special Needs Service for the Hearing Impaired population 


This article on the Bell Canada's Telecom- 
munication Centre for Special Needs 1s for 
information to the Sir James Whitney School 
secondary students and the parents of hearing 
impaired children who have the TTY (Teletype 
machine), TDD (Telecommunication Devices 
for the Deaf) or VE (Visual Ear machine). 

Most of you will find the Bell Special 
Services in the Bell Canada’s Telephone 
Directory, under Consumer Services. In 
this book you may notice a title 
"Operator Assistance for TDDITTY 
Users.’ This message means one can, 
dial 1-800-855-1155 to get assistance 
from the operator to place your "col- 
lect” call to your phone number to so- 
meone’s third party] telephone bill if 
you are using a phone away from your 
home. 

Rell Canada also offers reduced rates 


on long distance charges up to a max- 
imum 50% for the keyboard device 
users. The reduction applies only in the 
Bell Canada's territory which is in 
Ontario and Quebec. 

‘You may find the 50% discount rates 
inthe telephone directory under “Long 
Distance Calls.’ The interested 
deaf/hearing impaired may request for 
the discount rates by calling 
1-800-268-9242 (TDD only). 

The parents who require additional 
information regarding Bell's Service for 
the Special Needs for the Hearing Im- 
paired children may write to Bell, 
Special Needs Centre, Floor #1, North 
Tower, Bell Trinity Square, Toronto, 
Ontario MSG 2E1. 

Keith G. Dorschner 


Isabelle Perron 


Raymond Walsh 


Helainia Wilson Beau Cockbum Micheal Thompson 


New Students in Senior School 
... and a new Apple, too 


Kevin Lewis, Prime Minister of the Student Parliament. along with Lorraine Fegan, a Grade One 
student, are Seen here accepting 8 cheque from Mr, Rud Goulding representing the Lion's Club 
Mulioe Disirict “A”. This money will be used fo purchase special equipment for the Elementary 
Schoo), The Appi ile computer shawn in the foreground was purchased trom funds previously 
donated to the school by the Lions’ Club. These annual donations have been greatly appreciated 
by the students and staf of S..W. 
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Careers Day 1986 

(On Friday, October 31 1986, we held 
a very successful Careers Day for the 
‘Seconday School students. All students 
from grade 9 to grade 12 attended the 
five sessions. Students and staff were 
involved in the program. Approximate- 
ly ten staff members were used for in- 
terpreting and approximately 18 
students were asked to introduce and 
thank the guest speakers, It was indeed 
a nice feeling to see staff and students 
working side by side and each carrying 
out their reponsibilty with confidence. 

The day was divided into five ses- 
sions, each 50 minutes in length. 

The morning session had three 
presentations. Mrs. Nan McWade of 
Office Overload in Belleville gave a 
enlightning talk on job searching, job 
interviews, reponsibilities of the 
employer and keeping a job. 

Another session was given by Mrs, 
Kathy Hum Antonopoulas from The 
Canadian Hearing Society, Kingston 
Office. Kathy discussed and explained 
the role of The Canadian hearing 
Society. 

‘The Third presentation of the mom- 


ing was Ms. Mona Blanchette of 
Gallaudet College Washington D.C, 
Mona gave a most interesting presen- 
tation on Gallaudet College, its role in 
teaching hearing impaired, program of- 
fered and facilities available. 

After lunch, there were two sessions, 
cach 50 minutes long. 

Mr. Don Blais from TEO computers 
eave a facinating presentation on how 


hearing impaired people are able to be 
trained in the repair and maintenance 
of computers. 

Another session during the aftemoon 
was given by Pat House from George 
Brown College in Toronto. She gave the 
students an opportunity to see what 
programs and facilities are offered by 
G.B.C. in Toronto. 

During the five sessions the students 
were divided into groups of about 40-50 
and rotated between the three sessions 
in the morning and the two sessions in 
the afternoon. 

Students were encouraged to ask 
questions and discuss concerns and 
ideas with the presentors. We had in- 
vited parents to attend also and were 
‘most happy to see that about 20 parents 
were able to come and attend with their 
son or daughter. 

Over the last number of years we 
have had several special days for our 
Secondary School students, such days 
as, a day on health, a day on different 
countries and another day on what hap- 
pens after graduation. We have in all 
cases found that the students enjoyed 
their “special day” and that it was 
beneficial to them. It is our hope and 
desire to have further special days, in 
the future and even try to have an an- 
nual “special day” with a different 
theme each time. 

If you have any ideas about our 
Careers Day or pethaps some idea for 
future days, please drop us a note at 
school, we would be happy to hear from 


you. 
Michael Roberts 
Guidance Resource 


1986, 


age 17 


‘Mr, Guy Buller, M.Ed. 

Born in Montreal, Quebec, in 1945, 
Guy Buller has been a resident of the 
Belleville and Quinte area since 1948. 
He received his elementary and secon- 
dary education at St. Micheal’s 
Academy and Nicholson Catholic Col- 
lege in Belleville and is a graduate of 
Queen’s University, with a B.A. in 
Psychology and a Master's Degree in 
Educational Administration. Mr. Buller 
obtained his supervisory officer's 
qualifications in the spring of 1986. 

‘Mr. Buller began his teaching career 
at O.S.D, Belleville in 1965, as part of 
a small group of teachers-in-training, 
He taught in the secondary program un- 
ti] 1971, when he was named supervis- 
ing teacher in charge of the newly 
developed multihandicapped program 
covering junior and senior schools. In 
1974 he became involved, under the 
direction of Mr, Peter Kitcher, in the 
development of the special in- 
dividualized program and continued as 
Educational Coordinator in charge of 
programs for multihandicapped chil- 
dren until 1980. In the fall of 1980 Mr. 
Buller was given responsibilities for the 
establishment of Resource Services at 
Sir James Whitney and soon afterwards 
became involved in the 
Kellogg/Gallaudet Special School of the 
Future Project, which established a net- 
work of Canadian and American 
schools for the Deaf. 

In the fall of 1983, with the creation 
of resource services departments in 
each of Ontario's four provincial 
schools for the blind and deaf, Mr. 
Buller was named Program Director, 
Resource Services. The following year, 
he became Acting Superintendent if 
the absence of Mrs. Catherine 
Michalski, who had been seconded to 
the Ministry of Education. His appoint- 
ment as Superintendent of the Sir 
James Whitney School, became effec- 
tive September 1, 1986. 

Pat Healey, M.Ed. 

After three years of teaching grades 
Sand 6 in the public school system, Mr. 
Pat Healey enrolled in the Teacher 
Education Program at Sir James 
Whintey. Since joining our staff in 
1975, he has taught in the Vocational 
program, deaf aphasic children in what 
has since become the Sagonaska School 
‘on our campus, and has worked for 
several years in our Resource Services 
Department as a consultant to children 
in regular schools. 


After a brief leave in 1982 to com- 
plete his Masters of Education degree, 
he retumed to the Resource Services 
Department and has served as Educa- 
tion Co-ordinator and subsequently 
Program Director in this area. 


Colin R. Robbins, M.Ed. 
Program Director, Elementary Program 

Mr. Robbins joined The Sir James 
Whitney School in 1965. After a year in 
the Secondary School Program, he was, 
transferred to the Elementary Program 
where he remained until 1970. The 
years from 1970-1980 were spent in the 
Secondary School Program again, Dur- 
ing these years, he specialized in 
teaching reading and language. In 1980, 
Mr, Robbins was appointed as Educa- 
tional Coordinator, Academic, in the 
Secondarv Program, a position he held 
until his appointment as Program 
Director of the Elementary Program 
this September. 

‘Mr. Robbins holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in English and a Master of Education 
(Curriculum), both from Queen's 
University. He completed his Prin- 
cipals’ requirements in 1984, 


‘New instructor in 
Teacher Ed Centre 

Joan Bell recently joined the staff of 
the Teacher Education Centre, where 
her primary responsibilities will be in- 
struction in Speech and Speechreading 
to teachers-in-training. 

Joan was an elementary teacher in 
Toronto for several years prior to receiv: 
ing her training as a teacher of hearing 
impaired children. Her experience in 
this field has been in the Itinerant Pro- 


gram co-ordinated by the Toronto Board 
of Education for hearing impaired 
children who are integrated into the 
mainstream uf education. 

For the past two years, Joan has been 
involved in a research project which 
was undertaken by the Board as the 
teacher of an Integration Support Unit, 
a new model of delivery of service to 
hearing impaired students in 


Metropolitan Toronto, The purpose of 
this unit is to give intensive auditory, 
speech, and language therapy to 
students for half of the day, enabling 
them to be partially integrated into 
their home school. 


Elizabeth Rannard, M.S. 

Ms Rannard was bom in Lansing, 
Mich, and grew up in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba where she graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science from the Univers- 
ity of Manitoba. She then eamed her 
Master of Science degree in Educational 
Audiology at Utah State University. 
Ms. Rannard came to S.J.W. in 
September, 1986, She is very interested 
in outdoor activities, especially tennis 
and downhill skiing 


Gord Penziwal, B.A. 

Mz. Penziwal has come to us trom 
the Hastings County Board where he 
has taught for the past seven years 
Altogether, he has been teaching for 15, 
years — first as an academic teacher 
(Geology and Geography), then later 
moving into the technical area. 

Mr. Penziwal is married and lives 
with his wife Judy in a cozy log home 
which they built themselves just 10 
miles north of Belleville, 


OUR REMEMBRANCE DAY 


Remembrance Day is a special day on 
which we remember the people who 
fought, suffered, and died in World War 
I, 1914-1918, in World War IL, 
1939-1945, and the Korean War, 
1950-1953. On this day, we, in Canada, 
the United States, and Europe, the free 
countries, spend some time to think of 
the sacrifices they made. We also take 
time to thank them for the freedom we 
have now. 

Remembrance Day is on November 
11 because it was on that day that 
World War I ended. It ended at 11 
o'clock on November 11, 1918. The 
previous name for this day was Ar- 
mistice Day. Services are usually held 
at cenotaphs across the country on this, 
day. There is also a national service 
held at the National War Memorial in 
Ottawa. The Prime Minister, The 
Governor General, and other represen- 
tatives of Canadians lay wreaths there 
to pay tribute to our veterans. 

We hold our Remembrance Day Ser- 
vice at S.].W. just before November 11, 
each year. Local veterans and legion 
members are invited to the service and 
they bring their colours with them. The 
‘number of visitors attending our service 


has increased each year. We appreciate 
their coming here for the service. 
Our service began with our special 
guests from the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force Unit 201, the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Unit 201 and’ the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 99, parading with their 
colours, while everyone stood to 
honour them. The colours were placed 
cn stage, on either side of the white 
ccross that was there for this occasion. 
Everyone joined in the singing of O 
GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST. Mr. 
Gervis, our program director, read the 
Bible passage which praised men and 
honoured those who had perished in 
battle. Mr. Graham led us in THE 
LORD'S PRAYER. Mrs. D. Kavener, 
President, Women’s Auxiliary, read 
Psalm 23. Then we watched as visual 
presentation of slides to help us unders- 
tand how much the soldiers and their 
families had sacrificed during the wars. 
At the conclusion of this, a group of 
students in their graduating year pro- 
ceed to the stage. They were wearing 
white gowns with red poppies on their 
left shoulders. Everyone sang, called WE 
REMEMBER which Mr. Graham wrote 
to help us understand the meaning of 


this special day. Our superintendent, 
Mr. Buller, read the Sentences of 
Remembrances. Our service continued 
‘with Mark Bannister and Randy Jelley 
giving us food for thought when they 
recited A DUTCH STUDENT SPEAKS 
and LETTER TO SAINT PETER, 
‘The wreath laying ceremomy follow- 
ed. Jeff McMaster raised the flag to half- 
mast, the bugle sounded the LAST 
POST, Kim Andrew laid the wreath, we 
observed two minutes silence, joined in 
reciting the poem IN FLANDERS 
FIELD, and then Jeff raised the flag and 
the bugle sounded REVEILLE, We sang. 
our national anthem, O CANADA, and 
then Mr. J Lundberg, Honorary 
Dominiom President A.N.A-F,, Presi- 
dent, Duke of Edinburgh Unit 201, read 
the Sentences of Dedication. We con- 
cluded our service with the singing of 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. We are 
grateful to Mr. Graham for organizing 
this service and also to Mr. Barnes who 
interpreted for us. Thanks also to Mrs. 
Bate and Miss Lalonde who helped to 
prepare the students involved and Mrs. 
‘Vance for interpreting for the students 
‘on stage. 
The students of 12142 
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[NSPITE of the warm weather and the lack of snow in Belleville during December the on Y 
spirit was very evident here at the school. The numerous student and staff parties, carol sing. 
ing, White Gift Service and so on were examples ofthis spirit that prevailed and this was d 
especially by our annual Christmas Pageant. Over 1,500 people attended the two public perfor- 
‘ances in the gymnasium. The Pageant does involve a large numberof students and staff in many 
hours of preparation and thanks to the skill and a great deal of work by our director, Mr. Ken 
Graham, it was a very successful presentation. We are pleased to feature the 1986 Pageant in this 

For many years now our secondary boys have becn involved in programs emphasizing out- 
door educational activities. Mr. Thom Wills, Mr, Art Walls and other counsellors have used their 
personal interest and skills in this area to develop very worthwhile and interesting programs, This 
‘year our students joined a group of students and staff from the New York State School for the 
Deaf in Rome, N.Y, on a weekend outing here in Ontario. A brief description of this weekend 
is included and this does give some indication of how much the students enjoy these activities. 
Plans are now under way for our students to join the Rome group on a special weekend outing 
in upper New York State sometime this Spring 

1 was interesting to read some of the write-ups of the graduates regarding their summer 
jobs which most of them found very beneficial not only for the additional revenue they made 
but also for the wide variety of experiences they gained. 

Earlier last year in preparation for our secondary school budget forecast I did go through 
the school records to get some indication of the number of trips, visits and activities our students 
‘were involved with within the community and I was very amazed at just how many were involv- 
ced during the school year. These varied from our senior students who were visiting Gallaudet, 
‘Madonna and other post secondary institutions to various sports activities, subject field trips, 
‘outdoor activities as described above, tours of industry and so on. In addition we do have a large 
‘number of visitors to the school who come to speak andior share information with our students. 
Just recently we had a visitor from the Reptile Farm to discuss his program with the secondary 
students and a gentleman who wanted to show his new computerized “music to see” However, 
every 0 often we have a very special visitor for an event at the school and this Fall all of us here 
‘ete very pleased to welcome Rick Hansen and his Man in Motion World Tour, Rick wheeled 
ypast the school and although we had several false alarms, most of the students and staff were 
able to see him as he went by. Untortunately, he was unable because of time constraints to spend 
‘much time with the students but thanks to the efforts of Mr. Graham and his daughter, we were 
able to get a famed, autographed picture of Rick which the students were very pleased to hang 
in the secondary school, Personally I was very proud to see how involved our students and s 
‘were in preparing for his trip and we know that the hundreds of dollars mised here at the school 
will be going to a very good cause, Speaking of pride, I think our soccer teain exemplified that 
characteristic this year and they represented our school very well in the local schoo! competi- 
tions and we do look forward to an even better improved year next year. 

David Kerr, former graduate of Sir James Whitney, who is presently President of the On- 
tario Association of the Deaf, along with Mr. Dennis Morrice, Executive Director of the Cana- 
dian Hearing Society, sent us a letter earlier in the Fall with some very good news for our students, 
their parents and the deaf community in general. Recently the C.R.T.C. (Canadian Radio-Television 
‘Communications Commission) has ordered Bell Canada to provide a 24-hour, sevendlay-a week 
T.D.D. Message Relay Service for residents of Ontario andl Quebec. We were very pleased to hear 
that this much needed and important service will be in effect shortly and we would like to ex- 
press our appreciation tothe O.A.D, the C.H.S.andotherroups who worked very hardin lobby. 
ing for such service. If any of our readers have any further questions or concems regarding this 
service, we would advise you to please contact the local office of the CHS. or this school. 

‘Another former graduate of this school was in the limelight recently. Armand Brennan, 
‘who graduated from this school several years ago and currently working in Belleville as a counsellor 
in an adult group home, was chosen as the Canadian goalie for the deaf hockey team that was 
involved in an exhibition series with the deaf team from Czechoslovakia. Armand has promised 
to come to the school soon to give a talk regarding his experiences, not only in the arenas but 
also in the various visits to schools for the deaf and so on. Incidentally, Canada won most of the 
{games and the whole tour was afine example of international diplomacy and goodwill at its best. 

know that I mentioned before tht in my years a Editor ofthe the school pape I don’t 
think [received as many responses to issues as Thave for those issues that have feat historic 
articles by Mr, Jack Hodgson, a former staff member and supervisor here at the school. I have 
received many kinds of letters and cards from former students and former graduates expressing 
how much they appreciate reading of the history of this school. It does emphasize to all of us 
currently at Sir James Whitney the amount of work and dedication that former students and staff 
have contributed to O.S.D. - Sir James Whitney and the important responsibility we have to con- 
tinue to ensure that we offer the finest educational services available to the hearing impaired, 
My personal thanks to Mr. Hodgson for his continued contributions, 

‘Thave often heard people call the months of January and February, especially in Canads, 
the doldnim months. ! am sure whoever coined this phrase didn’t really work at Sir James Whitney 
School during these months. Winter continues to be an active time here with our annual Winter 
Camival, Spirit Days, North South Floor Hockey Games, and so on. By the time this issue reaches 
the readers, the students will have received their first term reports and we are looking forward 
to our parent interview night here at the school on February 23rd. I would ike to take this oppor- 
tunity again to mention to parents that if you are not able to come to the parent-teacher inter- 
view night because of distances involved, work schedules and that, you are very welcome to come, 
to the school any time to mect the stalf and discuss your childs progress and achievement 

‘The next issue of The Canadian will feature the Resource Department here at Sir Ja 
Whitney school and we look forward to their articles. 


c 


. The Pageantry of Christmas 


Amidst the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season's 
preparations comes a very special opportunity to pause and 
reflect on the real meaning of Christmas. The Christmas 
Pageant, a tradition at Sir James Whitney School for almost 
fifty years, attracted capacity crowds for its public perfor- 
mances on December 12 and 13. Superintendent Guy Buller 
welcomed the audience, inviting them to share in the story 
that never grows old. 

Under the very capable direction of Mrs. Leslie In- 
graham, assisted by Miss Heather McDonald, a group of 
talented students provided entertainment which was both 
amusing and thought provoking. Each item was introduced 
with impish humour by Lorraine Fegan, a young elemen- 
tary schoo! student. Donna Fontaine and Mark Bannister 
romped through a “sign sync” rendition of Brand New 
Brother. A mime presentation, I’m Five, by David Tillet, 
followed. Another “sign sync” song, Tonight is Christmas, 
by Randy Jelley and Mark Bannister, reminded listeners of 
treats to world peace at Christmas. Next, five frolicking 
frogs (Jacqui Burnham, Valdies Czikan, Isabelle Perron, 
Debbie Sicoli and Danielle Webb) flourished their flippered 

© Jeet and tickled our sense of the ridiculous with Frogs 
‘Celebrate Christmas, The singing of two carols by the choir 
and the audience and a moving performance of The 


Greatest Gift of All in “sign sync” by Donna Fontaine and 
Randy jelley, set the mood for the main part of the 
srogram. 

One more in a long series of beautiful and moving 
‘Christmas Pageants owes its success to its director, Mr. 
Ken Graham, who also fills the roles of producer, musical 
consultant and composer, casting director, and solver of 
many backstage emergencies. Mr. Graham, in his 35th year 
as director or assistant director of the Pageant, was capably 
assisted by choir director Mrs. J. McKight, pianist Mrs. C. 
Tully, costumers Miss M.L. Wood, Mrs. R. Morris and Mrs. 
Sherk, make up artist Miss 8. Kennerly, Mr. W. McMaster 
and Mr. M. Roberts, hair stylists Mrs. M. MacDonald and 
Erin Bent, projectionist Mr, R. Lavoie, lighting technicians 
Mr. D. White, Mr. M. Workman and Jeff McMaster, stage 
managers Vincent Graham, Richard Simard, Michael 
Thompson and Rod White, and program printers Mr. N. 
Hoxford and Mr. D. Zweck. The choir was composed of 
staff members from many areas of the school and 
associates. Soloists were Mrs. R. Bate, Mrs. ]. McKnight, 
Mr. R. McKnight, Miss ]. Robbins and Mr. C. Robbins. The 
sign language interpretation of choir selections by Mrs. P. 
Vance and Mr. C. Pleizier was pure ‘music in motion’. All 
spoken parts were also interpreted in sign language by the 
actors on stage. 


Each scene of the Nativity was introduced by scripture reading by the 
Narrator (Mark Bannister). The Annunciation scene brought the wondrous 
news to Mary (Angela Theriault) as she was greeted by Annunciation 
‘Angel (Kim Andrew) and the Angel Chorus (Sherry Adams, Cheryl 
Andrew, Laureen Baskerville, Kelli-Anne Beaudoin, Maria Bossio, Julie 
Chan, Rachel Foley, Donna Fontaine, Karen Hornick, Sharon Jourdain, 
Tracy Lloyd, Tami Mattice, Susan Maxwell, Sonia Proulx, Gloria Rich, 
Lori Roach, Erica Seide, Colleen Tracey, Carrie Ward, Leslie Wellman 
and Gieselle 
Wood-Salomon). 

Joseph (Robert 
Ginnish) brought 
Mary to 
Bethlehem to 
pay their taxes to the Publicans (Chris Platt and David 
Wainwright). Other taxpayers (Michael Austin, David 
Tillet and Daryl Leblanc) paid their shekels as the 
soldiers (Kevin Drake, Aron Lemasurier, Maple Lin and 
Sylvain Sauve) stood guard. The innkeeper Glenn 
Wasson) provided a room for Mary and Joseph in the 
stable, 

On the hills of Judaea a group of Shepherds (Yvon Bas- 
tien, Shawn Crone, Georges Deschamps, Normand 
Fleurant, Jim Francis, Jon Mainville, David Morton, Bob 
Richardson, Steven Schopp, David Shewan and Rod 
White) and the Young Shepherd (David Darling) were 
startled by the appearance of the Herald Angel (Tami 
Mattice) and the Heavenly Host. 

The scene then shifted to the colourful, richly 
appointed setting of King Herod’s Court with the arrival 
of King Herod (Randy Jelley) attended by Slave Girls 
(Karen Marshall, Sharon Marshall, Melanie Thiverge, 


age 3 


and Tara McKnight). Herod knelt to receive a bless- 
ing from the High Priest (Bruno Mangiardi) assisted 
by the Alter Boy (Rex Yard/Michael Thompson). The 
arrival of the Wise Men (Kevin Lewis, Allan 
Tedford, Steven Roddick) informed Herod of the 
birth of a baby who was to become King of the 
Jews. Disturbed by the news, Herod upon the depar- 
ture of the Wise Men, consulted his Scribes (Mark 
Cundal and Marc Noble) and the High Priest about 
the birthplace of the Baby King of the Jews. 
Dramatic lighting and music emphasized Herod's 
angry reaction 


The final Nativity scene drew Shepherds, Wise 
‘Men, and Angels to the manger where three 
Cherubs (Barry Hayward, Robbie Sirvage, and Jason 
Smith) joined with Mary and Joseph in adoration of 
the Christ Child. 


As the notes of Let There Be Peace On Earth died 
away, the cast and the audience paused for a mo- 
ment to ponder the true meaning of Christmas’ 
peace on earth and good will toward all as ex- 
emplified by the birth of Christ. 

Mrs. B, Burnett 
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The following are examples 
of the kind of employment 
opportunities experienced by 
some senior students over the 
past summer. 


Lang. Resources Teacher 
Mrs. Ruth Bates 


My Summer Employment 

On June 30, I started to work in the 
Kinsmen Pool Building in Pembroke. 
There are two pools (one inside and one 
outside). T was a pool maintenance 
worker. My boss at the Kinsmen Pool, 
Joyce Smith, knew me very well from 
‘when I was a small boy. I always went 
swimming there everyday every sum- 
mer, About a year ago, I told her that 
Twould like to work there. She was sur- 
prised. She told me that she would find 
out and tell me later. In April 1986, she 
phoned my mom to tell her that she 
hhad accepted me to work there. The 
government officers in Pembroke 
agreed to pay a grant for me. I was sur- 
prised that I got the job. I wanted a job 
to save more money for my future and 
‘wanted to get lots of experince about 
saving and spending. There were thir- 
teen lifeguard staff and two pool 
maintenance workers there, They were 
a good group. 

T leamed lots of things and respon- 
sibities. I cleaned up stuff in both the 
ladies’ and men’s washrooms everyday. 
Talso mopped all the floors in the front 
area and the washrooms and washed 
the windows everyday. I cleaned and 
vaccumed the pool floor and in the 
Wading pool. I cut the lawn in the 
Wading pool area once a week and 
swept the blocks (sidewalks) twice or 
three times a week. Also, I tested the 
water chemicals from the pool every 
two hours everyday. I worked in the 
pool building for seven hours, everyday 
except Friday and Saturday. My boss, 
Joyce Smith, supervised me. 

Lucky for me, I was able to live at 
home because my work was only about 
three blocks away. I travelled by bike 
all through the summer. 

Teamed $4.20 per hour and got paid 
by check every second Wednesday. But 
Tlost money because of deductions (in- 
come tax, U.LC. and others) 

Of Course, I really loved to work 
there very much because I had lots of 
experince about it before. I was surpris- 


ed that .uy boss told my mom that 1 
was a very good worker and that 
nobody worked as hard as Ihad worked. 
She also said to me, “Will you come to 
work there next summer, again, “Of 
course I will do that! I really encourage 
the deaf students at our school to get 
a good job for next summer and do a 
good job. I'm really proud of my job 
there. 

By Robert Ginnish, 121A 


‘My Summer Employment 

Thad a job in Thunder Bay for the 
summer. It was at The Thunder Bay 
Centre for the Deaf. There were many 
deaf and hearing kids and some older 
people. Five different staff members in- 
cluding me worked there. Mr. Lavoie, 
my guidance teacher, showed me a 
paper with information about the job 
and he advised me to sign it . [had to 
have an interview with Denis Bergeron, 
the Canadian Hearing Society represen 
tative, about the job. Later Denis in- 
formed me that I had the job. That's 
how I got the job. 

Tworked from June 21st to Aug 29th. 
I worked eight hours a day. I worked 
every weekday but I got the weekends 
off. All the staff had some holidays too. 
My responsibilities were to teach the 
deaf and hearing kids sign language and 
T also had to supervise them, like a 
counsellor. 

Igot a free plane trip to Thunder Bay 
and back to Toronto. Thad to pay for my 
food, but I did not have to pay for my 
room. I stayed at Denis’s house all sum- 
mer. Denis paid the rent for me. 

Tgot $4.00 an hour. I was able to save 
ots for my future plans. I was paid by 
cheque. I did not have a bank account. 

Tliked the job, but I do not plan to 
go back again. I did gain lots of ex. 
perience which is good. I enjoyed 
teaching the little kids sign language. 

Sherry Adams, 121A 


‘My Summer Emploment 

Last summer, I had a job with the Sir 
James Whitney School and I worked 
with Mr. John Heron, at the Clinic and 
the Resource Offices. My supervisor 
was Mr. Healy if my boss, Mr. Heron, 
was absent or unavailable. Every year, 
the Sir James Whitney School hires 
students for summer jobs. The school 


put the sign up to let the students know A 
the jobs were open. The students filled 
out an application and handed it in to 

the office. 

T worked for eight weeks in July and 
‘August. [worked from July 4th to Aug. 
22nd. Everyday I worked at the Clinic 
for eight hours from eight a.m to four- 
thirty pm. had to watch Mr. Heron 
he taught me how to use the computer 
to test the hearing aids and classroom 
aids, [had to know the function of the 
keys of the computer to know what 
kind of keys go on many different kinds 
of hearing aids. Sometimes I fixed the 
students’ hearing aids and classroom 
aids but it was a tough job to work on 
them. Isold some batteries for hearing- 
aids, I put a student's new mold in his 
ear and measured it to see if it could 
reach the hearing aid tube properly 
‘This was my first time to do that. 

T got good pay cheques every two 
weeks. Some money I spent for a new 
compound bow, good arrows, and some 
new clothes but the rest of my money 
went to the bank. I would like to buy 
a motorcycle in the future if can save ™) 
enough money in the bank. 

In the future I might consider being 
a hearing aid technician. It is very in- 
tersting to leam about the electronics 
used with hearing aids, T.V's and other 
appliances. 

Mike Austin, 121 


My Summer Employment 

‘Last Summer, I worked as a waitress 
at a restaurant in Sudbury called The 
Villager. Mom, who works as an assis- 
tant manager in Towers, asked the boss 
‘who works in the restaurant cafeteria 
if Tcould work as a waitress for her. She 
asked her without for my knowledge. 
The boss agreed with my mom and told 
her that she needed one more waitress 
for the summer. She held this job for 
‘me. Later, Mom told me that she had 
good news for me. It was about the 
Summer job. I was surprised because 
Mom helped me find the summer job 
there. I applied and then started to train: 
asa waitress 

was responsible for serving food or 
drinks to the customers, tidying up, 
Cleaning the hot tog machine, sweat) 
ing the floor, filling up the salt, pep 
sugar and ketchup containers, an 
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v& cleaning the counters. Sometimes on 
Saturdays, I worked as a dishwasher. I 
also scraped the food from the dishes in- 
to the garbage and then put them into 
the dish washing machine. Laterlemp- 
tied the dish washer and put the uten- 
sils where they belonged in the kitchen. 
T worked part time which included 
Mondays and Wednesdays from three 
p.m. to seven p.m., Thursdays and 
Fridays from five p.m. to ten pam. and 
on Saturdays from three p.m. to six 
pm. I sometimes worked the 
dishwashers from eleven a.m. to two 
thirty p.m,, then changed to my job as 
a waitress at three p.m. Tuesdays was 
my day off. 

Twent to work by riding my scooter 
or bicycle, Sometimes, I walked there 
and Mom picked me up to go home. 
From downtown to my house was not 
a long distance and so my transporta- 
tion was not a problem, It took fifteen 
minutes by walking. I was lucky 
because I had accommodation at home. 

T got my pay every week but I lost 
money because of a lot of benefits and 
deductions. But I also got lots of tips 

& aand saved over $100 in a litele chest, 
over the two months. 

Tgained a great deal experience at my 
summer employment. I leamed a lot 
from people who wanted to order 
things, [had to carefully read their lips 
and watch where they pointed. Thad a 
few minor problems with some eldery 
people because their lip movements 
were too small. If Thad a problem, I 
called another waitress to help me. 
Although I enjoyed it that job will not 
be right for me in the future. 

‘Angela Theriault, 120A1 


“My Summer Employment 
In The Bush” 

Last summer I was a Junior Ranger. 
{did such a great job in everything last 
year, that I was asked to work this sum- 
mer as a Senior Ranger. It is a new pro- 
gram that the Ministry of Natural 
Resources wanted to try for the first 
time. If it was successful, they would 
repeat it again next year. I believe it 
was. 

Since I was called up by phone, I 

(Corever had to fill out an application 

m. They only needed 90 boys from 

rious areas, The location of the jobs 


were up north, There were 8 different 
places to choose from. I chose Hearst 
and that is where I was sent to. 

I left home on July 2nd, leaving at 
6:10pm from Kingston. I went on the 
VIA train and I arrived in Hearst on July 
3rd, at 3:30 p.m. It was a long tiring trip. 
Lalso met all the guys who were the 
Rangers too. There must have been 
about 60 of us, going to different 
locations. 

When I arrived at Hearst, there were 
only seven of us left. We were together 
all summer. Our foreman was waiting 
for us at the train station. We left there 
heading to the main office to sign 
ourselves in, then off we went to our 
camp where we stayed for the summer. 

‘At the camp there were also Junior 
Rangers, but we were in a different 
cabin. Our cabin was a trailer. The 
rooms were not very big but we did 
manage O.K. We each had a roomate. 
In our cabin we didn’t have a kitchen 
because we ate in a dining room cabin 
which had three cooks. The dining 
room was big enough to hold 60 people, 
plus the kitchen area. The meals which 
were served to us were very good, no 
junk food. Every meal there was hot. 

Well, enough of that! The memory of 
it makes me hungry, Now for work! We 
mostly did brushing. That is when we 
used a sand vick to clear the poplar 
trees and grass around the young pines. 
‘The pines were about two to three feet 
high. They were planted in strips a cou- 
ple of years ago. The strips would 
sometimes be as long as ¥ a mile to a 
mile. A sand vick is similar to a hat- 
chet, but it has a blade instead of a 
head. Other types of work we did were 
tree planting, painting and plotting, 
Plotting is when you make a square 
around some recently planted trees 
(which were planted in April and May} 
‘The square is a measurement done by 
strings. Then in the square are put red 
flags beside the little pines. Usually 
there are 25 flags (or trees} in a square. 
Then we mark the flags, 1, 2, 3, etc. 
When the marking is completed, we 
measure the distance of the trees in a 
book, which is kept for records. The 
measuring is done by a stick which 
only has 3 markings on it. The mark- 
ing is 4, 5 or 6 feet only. 

‘We started work at 8:00 a.m., and we 
had to be back at camp in time for 


supper at 5:15. After supper- we lazed 
around, played ball, went fishing or 
swimming or whatever else we wanted 
to do or could find to do. 

We went to the town of Hearst every 
weekend. There were dances on Friday 
nights and sometimes Saturday nights 
too. We stayed over night in motels, so 
‘we wouldn't have to travel the 58 miles 
back to camp. It was also nice to be 
away, amd be where the girls were. 


The pay was student’s wage, but we 
had free room and board. We had to buy 
for our train tickets, which were expen- 
sive for such a long distance. 
Through this summer experince, I 
felt I had gained a lot of valuable skills 
for my future goal of becoming a Con- 
servation Officer. It was worthwhile 
and very interesting hard work. I 
enjoyed it so much, that I can’t wait to 
hear if 'm called back. I sure hope so!! 
Randy Jelley 


My Summer Employment 
‘As A Babysitter 

My summer job was much different 
from last year, because this job had 
more responsibilities. The place where 
Tworked was at my own home, in Lind- 
say. The job I did was babysitting my 
two little brothers, Kevin and Todd. 
Kevin is nine years old and Todd is 
seven years old. How I got this job was 
that I couldn't find any other job. I was 
looking, but I was tumed down twice. 
So my father offered me the job of look- 
ing after my brothers while he was 
working or out somewhere. I was the 
only person doing the job. 

My responsibilities were that I had to 
feed my brothers, help them if they got 
into any trouble and punish them if 
they were bad. That was the best part 
of my job. Tworked 10-11 hours a day, 
sometimes the whole 24 hours. My 
boss was, you guessed it, my father 

‘My pay was enough to satisfy me. 
There were no deductions or income 
tax from my pay. 

From this job, I leamed the respon 
sibility of looking after children, Maybe 
in the future, [can be a counsellor here, 
but that’s not what I want for a future 
job. 

Mark Bannister, 121A 
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Mr. Kazragis from Rome School giving Daryl L. 
and Ricky Wooris last minute instructions. 


Daryl L. and Ricky V. with Mr. Kazragis, 


Janse) 
Pitching Tents at Gould Lake 
September 19 - 21, 1986 

‘The first trip of the Fox Den Outer’s 
Club was an international affair. Four 
students, John Phaneuf, Eddie Oakes, 
Ricky Vooris and Bobby Wilson, and 
two staff, Mr. Dick Henderson and Mr, 
Roman Kazragis from the N.Y.S.$.D. in 
Rome, New York came to Gould Lake 
to share in our experiential out-of-doors 
programme, Six students, Darryl 
Leblanc, Sylvain Sauve, Randy Jelley, 
Mark Bannister, Aron Lemasurier, and 
Normand Fleurant, and two staff, Mr, 
Thom Wills and Mr. Art Walls, shared 
in this experience from our school. 

Friday’s activities included the set up 
of the camp and preparation for the 
weekend's events, Two of these events 
were the name game and very suc- 
cessful attempts at untying human 
knots, We went to sleep with the first 
raindrops of the weekend hitting our 
tents. 

Saturday moming saw more rain and 
temperatures that would make your 
teeth chatter, After some morning ex- 
ercise and a brief orientation of the 
Gould Lake campsite, the boys sat 
down to a hearty breakfast before em- 
barking on a hike that would take them a 
around the eastern shore of the lake. 
This hike showed the boys the impor- 
tance of carrying a map and being able 
to read it as they were asked several 
times where they were. As lunch time 
approached, the weather looked as if it 
were going to break, so the group de- 
cided to head back to camp to see if we 
could get out in the canoes. The wind 
hhad died somewhat and the wave action, 

‘was not too great so off we went to ex- 
plore the islands in the middle of the 
lake. Gould Lake has many small 
islands and each one had some new 
point of interest. After supper, we had 
a group game where the boys had to 
work together to solve the problem of 
moving ten pieces of wood without 
touching them with their bodies. The 
problem was solved by placing the 
wood on a picnic table and then carry- 
ing the table to the campsite. The boys 
then played a survival game in which 
they had to provide for themselves if for 
some reason they could not leave the 
area and bad weather was threatening. 
This too, they worked out together. 
Most of the boys went to bed early ax 
we had experienced a tiring day. 

Sunday morning saw the rising of th 
sun and a gradual warming trend set- 
ting in, It was very enjoyable to eat 
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© breakfast in the morning sun. After our 
exercises, we set out on the lake. We 
canoed up the lake to a place where we 
could put in safely near the Mica Trail. 
In the two hours that we hiked, the 
students enjoyed discovering mica 
deposits and an old quartz mine, After 
canoeing back to camp, we loaded up 
the canoes. We packed up our gear and 
enjoyed lunch in the brilliant sunshine. 
Mr. Walls presented the students and 
staff with our Fox Den Awards for 
various achievements, We exchanged 
lapel pins with our respective country’s 
flags on them and then went our 
separate ways. 

I know I had a very enjoyable time 
and feelings expressed at the time by 
others also seemed to reflect this. The 
students were model campers and I feel 
this enhanced the weekend for all of us. 
We hoped the students benefited not 
only from the camping experience but 
also from the cultural exchange 

Mr. Art Walls 
Mr. Thom Wills 


Barely Believable but True 


Visitors to the Vocational Building fre- 
‘quently remark on the immaculate condition 
its in after 22 years. They see no graffitti 
‘on the washroom walls, no scratching of the 
lockers or damage so prevalent in public 
buildings. Why? 

Itis adequate proof that when pupils and 
staff work in close harmony, engendering 
pride in thelr surroundings, that such a 
happy result can be achieved. 

From day one, when the pupils as- 
sembled in the locker area to agree that, 
since they were all honest, there would 
never be any lock on any locker the pupils 
have respected the whole building. Suc- 
cessive changes in the staff have instilled 
the same pride, To this day the lockers have 
never been repainted or damaged and a 
“new look" prevails throughout. 

Thankfully, similar respect for school 

> _buldngs is very evident all around Sir 

mlames Whitney. We profoundly beliove that 
(spect for property and for the environ: 
ment is characteristic of both pupils and 

graduates. 
J. W. Hodgson 


Around the old campfire swapping stories. 


Porky 
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Rick Hansen 

Accrtain man is famous and known 
by thousands of people on the earth. 
This man is Rick Hansen, 29, Who is 
a paraplegic athlete. He is really a Cana- 
dian hero. He is known as the “Man of 
Motion” as he is wheeling around the 
world in his wheelchair. The trip has 
taken him through 34 countries in- 
cluding 1] mountain ranges. Rick is do- 
ing this to raise money for spinal cord 
research. It is a heroic trip. 

Rick Hansen was bom in Port Alber- 
ni, British Columbia, and is the eldest 
of four children. When he was young, 
he was very popular. He also was a star 
athlete. He loved hiking and was am- 
bitious. He had ‘spunk’. 

‘When Rick was 15 years old, he was 

in a tragic pick-up truck accident. A 
tool box fell and hit him, It damaged his 
spinal cord. He became a paraplegic. 
‘After this accident, he was stubbom 
‘and single-minded. It took him months 
to build up his arms and leam how to 
use a wheelchair. He also learned how 
to move his body without the use of his 
legs. 
After the accident, Rick decided to do 
something so he joined a wheelchair 
basketball team which was one of the 
top teams in North America. He won 
a lot in wheelchair marathons. He won 
nine gold medals. He also shared 
“Canada’s outstanding athlete” with 
‘Lou Marsh and Wayne Gretzky. Rick's 
good friend was Terry Fox. 

Since being involved with many 
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Kevin Lewis, prime minister of the student parliament, received an autographed picture 
of Rick Hansen along with a letter written to the students at Sir James Whitney school 
by Mr. Hansen who stated his regrets at not having had the opportunity to stop at our 
special school. Rick expressed his gratitude to the students for their efforts in raising 
a substantial donation for spinal cord research, The donor of the picture and letter was 
Mr. K. Graham whose daughter arranged the git through Mr, Hansen’s pubicity manager 


in Toronto, 


events, sometimes Rick needs a 
physiotherapist to relax his body. His 
physiotherapist is Amanda Reid, 27. 
Rick is not married. During the trip, 
Rick needed Amanda so he called her. 
‘Amanda decided to stay with him for 
two weeks to help him, however, 
Amanda is still with Rick. She chang- 
ed her mind and stayed with him along, 
his trip. They became good friends. 
Rick proposed. Amanda accepted. So 


they are getting married on October 10. 
1987. 

‘During Rick’s trip through 34 coun- 
tries, there were some positive and 
negative things that have happened to 
him. Rick has been wheeling for 19 
months now. His arrival at Belleville 
‘was a special event because it was the 
20,000th mile mark. Now there are 
about 5,000 miles left for Northem On- 
tario to British Columbia. Rick passed 
our school on October 31. Our school 
donated $478 to him. During his trip, 
‘many joggers and other disabled people 
joined with him for a few miles. 

Rick has used more than 100 tires 
and several boxes of brake pads. He has 
also worn out more than 70 pairs of 
gloves, The negative, frustrating part of 
his trip was that he was robbed four 
times, His nine skin suits were stolen. 
He also made 12 wrong tums and was 
lost no less than six times. Doing this, 
trip is very hard but Rick has shown 
that anybody can do anything he or she 
‘wants to do. 

Since Rick is very famous today, 
many people think of him as world 
hero instead of a Canadian hero. With 
a better future for the spinal cord 
research program, Rick hopes that so- 
meone will be able to get up and wal 
away from their wheelchair someda) 

Rick is our HERO! 


Laureen Baskerville 
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ie The Way It Was 


by J. W. Hodgson, C.St,J. 


‘Mr. Hodgson has been a valued teacher and supervisor of this school 
ib senly 40 pos. shares fle sissy cxpetenees and HM tensive 
knowledge of the school’s rich history in his book, “The Way It Was”. 


The Demeza Years 


While the British Empire was 
deemed to have its “finest hour’ during 
the reign of Queen Victoria, am 
convinced that the twenty six years 
during which J. G. Demeza, BA., 
BPaed,, Litt.D., was superintendent 
will, to critical historians, be declared 
the Ontario School for the DeafiSir 
James Whitney School's, greatest 
period, The only other era which even 
comes anywhere near it, might be the 
superintendency of Robert Mathison, 
1879-1906, No matter what you use as 
the criteria, be it physical expansion of 
facilities; upgrading and increasing of 
educational opportunities; better 
diagnostic, remedial and support 
services to the homes of pre-school 
children and the community; just in 
the professional levels of residence and 
teaching staffs. Each and every one of 
these is, in its own right, a story of 
tremendous achievement. This is not 
to discount the excellent leadership 
now being given in individual areas 
and which indicates a great future, nor 
does it take away from earlier 
superintendents who served under 
different sets of circumstances, 

‘A drawing which was published in 
Dr. Demeza’s Silver Anniversary 
“Canadian” on January 27, 1978, shows 
the dramatic expansion in new 
buildings. As mentioned earlier we 
were served well in the fiftes by the 
Department of Public Works under 
Kingston regional manager Ed, Peters 
whose workmen were making constant 
electrical, mechanical and safety 
improvements. To reduce travel and 
housing expenses during the workweek 
they set up accommodation in the 
annex to the ‘drill hall” gymnasium 
and ‘on-sight manager” Bob Marshall 
roomed in the third floor of Wood Hall. 
With the large number of employees 
onsite DPW. constructed a concrete 
block, brick‘faced work shop in the 
early fall of 1957. This later became 
ee school Maintenance shop. A 

conerete block building was also built 
for implements, snowplowing and 
grounds maintenance equipment. It too 
was ready by October. (it was just as 


well it was built because it had to act 
as stables for cattle when the bam 
burned Jan. 26, 1961.) 

By July 2,1957 the HJ. MeFarland 
Construction people were on site 
preparing to build the Junior school 
with attached residences, activities 
room, kitchen and dining facilities. By 
October the Fidelity Construction 
people had started the new laundry 
building and the heating plant. The 
Tatham Construction Company made a 
fall start on the new staff residence 
Progress was rapid on most projects. 
While M.PP. Elmer Sandercock laid the 
comerstone for the Junior complex on 
October 6,1958 with many dignitaries 
in attendance including Dr. 
Wy.Dunlop, the Minister of Education, 
the Junior School opened for classes 
the following January 6. 73 new 
children, most ages 5 and 6, were now 
admitted. 

Soon thereafter, on May 1,1959 the 
Departments of Education and Public 
Works made the joint announcement 
that a new school was to be built at 
Milton to serve about 250 of the 445 
pupils then at Belleville, with a 
projected construction cost of three 
millon — ($ 3,817,000} 

With the Milton School construction 
under way, the fall of 1962 saw the 
start on construction of the Boys’ 
Vocational Building bringing the ten 
shops all under one roof when it 
opened on January 7,1964. This, like 
‘many vocational secondary school 
facilities across Ontario, this one 
costing about $600,000, was finamced 
jointly by the provincial and federal 
governments, The next major change 
‘was the establishment of the Teacher 
Education Centre for the whole 
province in the south end of the Senior 
Girly’ Residence in September 1967 and 
the subsequent construction of the 
lecture theatre adjacent to it. Dr. John 
Boyd was appointed as the first 
principal of the facility. At the same 
time the north east end of the same 
residence was converted to a very 
sophisticated Media Centre which 
when fully equipped in December 1969 


was able to provide TV programmes 
both to school and to Teacher 
Education Centre. 

‘On May 7,1970 the Ministry of 
Public Works announced the intention 
to build the much-needed gymnasium, 
the old one being considered 
structurally unsafe when a wind guage 
showed excessive wind pressures 
prevailed. By July work had started on 
removal of the old “pistol range” and 
the “firehall” and, on the school's 
100th anniversary that fall, the 
Lieutenant Govemor of Ontario, The 
Hon. W. Ross Macdonald, laid the 
comer stone offically naming the large 
complex/’The JG. Demeza Sport 
Centre: By 1972 it was ready for use by 
our sct..o} and, subsequently, the area 
special schools and community 
recreational departments availed 
themselves of the swimming facilities. 
In the fall of 1971 tenders were called 
for the new single-storey $335,000 
infirmary with wards providing 26 beds 
around the central administrative area 
or nursing station. It was built in close 
proximity and connected to the junior 
school/residential complex whose 
potential need was the greatest. 
Supervising nurse Mrs. Margaret 
McQueen and her staff of four duty 
nurses and four residence counsellors 
and Dr. JS. Stock, school physician, 
now had a facility second to none 
when it opened February 22, 1973. It 
also contained examining room 
facilities for Dr. J.M. Clarke the school 
dentist and Dr, J.R. Purvis the 
consulting otologist. 

Our school was no different from 
other schools in acquiring the new. 
structures known as “portable 
classrooms. The numbers we had and 
where they were located, varied. Two 
occupied the paved play area at the 
north west entrance to Junior School 
and two doubles were, until 1977, on 
the lawn behind the Main School. 
Another became an annex to the 
Buildings Maintenance structure and 
one was placed out south of the sports 
smack 

By carly fall of 1976 work had begun 
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January 


on the “Child Study Centre. It came 
after much planning thought. Attached 
to the south end of the Junior School 
it provided needed new facilities for 
the clinic, home visiting teachers and 
special classes. With Mr. PW. Kitcher, 
who had served as Assistant 
Superintendent, as its head, his staff 
began moving in September 1977. 

While major structural additions are 
quite visible to the outsider, many 
important internal changes evident to 
the staff were very significant in 
improving the school operations. 
Because so many areas are constantly 
being upgraded only a few are noted. 
Fluorescent lighting was installed in 
Main School in October 1955. Work 
began on basement classrooms in 
February '56 and were in use in the 
fall. This work continued as rooms 
became avilable. “Intermediate” Home 
Economics, in the west hall; 
“Intermediate” sewing and needlecraft 
classes in the vacated dry food storage 
when food services went on a 
coniracted basis, then senior sewing 
when the central stores moved to the 
old Gibson Hospital after the new 
infirmary was opened. A conference 
room wes furnished in the west hall 
for senior staff meetings. 

In the spring of 1960 Elgin A. Vader 
was able to relieve the increasing 
‘numbers in Mr, Stratton’s Industrial 
Arts Classes. This Elementary 
Mechanics class,giving training in 
various sheet metal skills, was set up 
in the south east basement comer 
room. After 1% years it was taken over 
by Gorton A. Brown who moved with 
and expanded the programme in the 
new vocational school. When he moved 
the area was taken over by technician 
John Heron to service auditory 
equipment 

‘When we vacated the “pistol range” 
building in January ‘64 the 
maintenance people took it over. An 
entirely new position of Buildings 
Maintenance Superintendent had 
already been created with Perey C. 
Carter, BA.SC,, a mining engineer, 
coming in June 11, 1968 to assume the 
role. Then when Mr. Carter froze to 
death when his car broke down on a 
snowblocked cross-road in February 
1967 competition for his post was keen 
and resulted in the appointment of Mr. 
SP. Strawbridge of the Picton Heights 
army base. Sid came on May 23rd and 
two years later in May ‘69 moved the 
Maintenance Shops to the more 
adequate Public Works shop building, 
which by now DPW. had stopped 
using, 

During the winter and early spring 


of 1969 the first of the dormitories in 
the Senior Boys’ residence were 
transformed into homey cubicles with 
suitable new furnishings for two or 
three boys. This process continued 
until the whole building was 
converted. In March ‘69 the residence 
at 39 Palmer Road, formerly occupied 
by bursars or the assistant 
superintendent became a “training 
unit” under the dean of residence 
where senior girls, and later senior 
boys, with the guidance of a residence 
counsellor, gained experience in 
apartment living, budgetting, cooking, 
cleaning and household chores while 
attending school. 

As the numbers of aphasic children 
being trained showed steady increases 
and there was a backlog needing such 
help, the old Junior Residence building, 
built in 1934, was converted solely to a 
training centre for them with Mr. Wm, 
McMaster as Supervising teacher. Later 
we'll note how the second floor 
sleeping quarters for pupils and 
counsellors was moved to the former 
Intermediate Girly’ Residence. Since 
increasing numbers of the Kitchen and 
laundry staffs now lived off the 
property the Attendants’ Residence 
gradually became a very ideal senior 
girls residence. By 1977 it was 
completely their's culminating hopes 
which Dr. Demeza had entertained 
twenty years earlier 

While not impossilbe to compile, the 
list of projects which made our school 
a better)happier,safer place would be so 
extensive as to require pages to record 
them all. To illustratae this for just the 
first year of the new superintendency, 
‘as reported in the October 1954 
“Canadian.” In the Boys’ Residence the 
senior sitting room floor was recovered 
with attractive tiles, toilet facilities 
‘were renewed and doubled in each of 
the four washrooms; and new drapes 
were added to two of the dormitories. 
In the Girls’ Residence an automatic 
mixing valve was installed to control 
‘water temperature for the pupils’ 
bathrooms. The kitchen floor in the 
Junior Residence was recovered with 
green and grey tiles. Two sets of sinks 
were installed in the main kitchen. 

Painting of all exterior woodwork on 
the school building was begun and is 
continuing, Campus roads are in the 
process of being resurfaced. These two 
improvements together with the new 
outside lighting which was completed 
last year add much to the general 
appearance” 

‘That is only the partial list for one 
year. I could go on to document the 
installation of the new fire alarm 


system and fire doors, new fire escapes 
on the residences and new telephone 
services improved at least twice. It 
could record the enlarged library in 
senior school in 1972, the installation 
of the co-axial lines to all buildings, 
the changing of Basement moms for 
student lounges and a myriad of other 
very significant improvements, With 
available funds our maintenance 
‘workmen and the vocational shops 
were able to remodel the bursary’ area 
and convert by Jan. 1970 a basement 
storage room to the excellent senior 
staff lounge where the creations from 
Mr. K.R. Grahams art studies have 
added so much. 

‘The beautiful fountain at the school 
entrance, the new school name signs, 
even the new street lights installed in 
1978 further attest to the exceptonal 
co-operation between the Ministries of 
Education and of Government Services, 
as it came to be called, during Dr. 
Demeza’s tenure. 

‘To the amazement of many, when 
the new heating plant went into 
operation in the late fall of ’58 it was a 
gravity fed coal-buming operation. It 
‘required about fourteen tons of coal 
per day to produce about 300,000 Ibs. 
of steam, 

Following Frank Chesher as chief 
engineer at the old plant had been Earl 
Bateman, then Earl Rand followed by 
David W. McLintoch, who, coming in 
June ’57 moved with his staff up to the 
new facility. 

When the downwind neighbours 
complained so frequently, to their 
elected representatives, about the soot 
from the nightly tube-blowing 
operation, the decision was made to 
convert to natural gas for heating along 
with standby oil-firing in emergency. 
On February 13, 1961, the Belleville 
paper carried the conversion 
announcement but it was necessary to 
lay some five thousand feet of four 
inch pipe from Parker Street out the 
highway and up Palmer Road to 
provide, by April, the twelve thousand 
cubic feet per hour needed to operate 
any two of the three 200 horsepower 
boilers. 

The two 120 horsepower German 
submarine deutz diesel-clectric engines 
installed initially to provide 80 percent 
of required emergency electrical power 
were never quite sufficient to meet 
increasing demands from all the new _ 
buildings and in 1977 a new large 
diesel rated at 875 K.V.A. was installed. 
‘To further meet the power needs the 
former coal tower was converted to a 
transformer vault to handle the 
increased feed from 4160 volts up to 
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44,000. At the same time, because of 
aging steam lines, the Ministry began 
putting new insulated mains in 
concrete tunnels — the one to Main 
School being done in 1977 and those to 
serve the Vocational Building, 
Maintenance and Grounds 
Maintenance during 1978. 

Chief engineer McLintoch retired at 
the end of August '76 and Thomas J. 
Smithson, who had been on the 
engineering staff since October 1956 
become the ‘chief’. 

‘One of the school’s present 
maintenance employees, Robert H. 
Ellis, was the mason who was called 
upon to fell the old heating plant 
chimney in the late spring of 1959 
preparatory to demolition. The fact 
that they appeared to drop with such 
ease and accuracy was probably a factor 
in the contractor reneging, so Tm told, 
on a ten dollar an hour payment for 
his skill. 

Others can spell out the sequence of 
events in the upgrading of school 
programmes much more completely 
than I and weigh their merits and 
significance properly. In reflection, we 
can look back on several. 

When Miss Catherine Ford retired in 
June 1950 Miss Marjorie Hegle 
assumed the role as head of Junior 
School. Then in June 1953 Assistant 
Superintendent Frank P. Cunningham 
left. The superintendent now re- 
organized his senior staff naming S. 
Alec Gordon, Mrs. Annie Wannamaker 
and Miss M. Ceclia Maloney as well as 
Miss Hegle to be Supervising Teachers 
of their areas. We had no assistant 
superintendent then until Mr. Donald 
E. Kennedy was appointed, effective 
September 1, 1958, Preparatory to his 
departure to be head of the new Milton 
school in September 1962 his 
successor, Mr. G. R. Locklin, was 
named in uly. 

It may be significant that “religious 
education” classes which had been on 
Sunday morning for years was moved 
in September 1955 to the one to two o° 
clock spot on Friday aftemoons. The 
school day for all was extended to four 
instead of the three twenty closing 
enjoyed by some. 

The school population has changed 
greatly since Dr. Demeza came. I am 
not referring to the 549 pupils who 
crowded our classes prior to the 
opening at Milton as compared to the 
340 some when I left. There has been 
a marked increase in the day classes in 

ger centres from which our pupils 
‘come. We began to get in Belleville 
only those pupils not served by these 
day classes plus chose younger pupils 


‘who could not for one reason or 
another use these local programmes. 
We also saw former day school class 
pupils who having reached an age or 
schooling level now needed our 
vocational programmes. We took in an 
increasing number of students in their 
mid-teens. To many it appeared that we 
‘were passing from an era when it was 
necessary for those seeking admittance 
to almost prove that they could benefit 
from our programmes to where a “zero 
rejects” concept applied, in which 
pupils might be admitted and then 
proof had to be shown that they “did 
not belong there” It was becoming 
‘more obvious too that there were some 
children who were in less-appropriate 
institutions and some who could 
benefit from the expertise of our staff 
It would be well to look at how our 
school increased its services to the 
additionally handicapped. 

The education of children with 
special needs was high on the priorities 
of many Departmental officials from 
Dr. Dunlop, the Minister, on down. It 
is not surprising then that the 
oversight of schools for the deaf and 
blind was moved from the Professional 
‘Training Branch under the supervision 
of Mr. H. E. Elbom (later Dr} to the 
Special Services Branch under the very 
capable direction of Mr. H. R. Beattie, 
who, with Mr. J. F Stinson, Director of 
Aaxiliary Education, came to the 
school to acquaint themselves with our 
operations. 

‘Two of the special needs in which 
our school became deeply involved 
were home visiting and the education 
of children with neurological damage. 

Realizing that the parents of little 
hearing impaired children were often at 
a loss to know how to help their child 
and knowing that the parents could do 
much to give the child a better start 
toward speech if they had some 
assistance, a programme was started. In 
the fall of 1966, Mrs, Verna 
Hutchinson, a former Junior Schoo! 
teacher, was asked to begin a home 
visiting service. At first she worked 
only two days a week with parents 
living in the Belleville area who could 
bring their pre-school children to her 
residence-area room. Her work showed 
so much promise that the next 
summer Miss Joanne Van Rassel was 
sent to the John Tracey Clinic in Los 
Angeles for a course on pre-school 
education. She then began a visiting 
programme in Northern Ontario. 

The programme of home instruction 
was so successful that by 1975 the 
Belleville school had seven teachers 
involved including Mrs. Hilda Craig 


who acted as supervisor of the 
operation under the oversight of the 
clinic. The Milton school started the 
same scheme when Mrs. Juanita Fox 
Sears moved there in September 1968. 
London's Robarts School also provided 
the same type of service when it 
opened. 

In 1976 the home visiting 
programme was moved to the 
supervision of Mr. Carl Reid, Principal 
of Junior School, Provision had been 
made in the new Child Centre for the 
hiv teachers who retumed from their 
respective fields once a month. 

Recognizing that in most cases the 
home visiting teachers were dealing 
only with the mother in the home, the 
school began to operate short summer 
sessions. Both parents could now use 
their holiday period and bring their 
pre-schooler with them. The concept 
‘was so well received that it has been 
repeated. 

In 1966 recognizing that there was a 
very special group of children with 
neurological damage and some hearing 
deficiency, a very careful survey was 
made across the province to assemble a 
class of 6 boys of an age. Miss Juanita 
Fox undertook to work with them in a 
classroom in the west hall of main 
school. Her initial success led to the 
establishment of more classes as 
teachers volunteered to share their 
lives in the demanding role. 

‘As more and more pupils were 
identified as being aphasic it was 
advisable to train more teachers and in 
the summer of '70 three graduates of 
the Teachers of the Deaf course on our 
campus took the course on teaching 
language deficient children being 
offered at the University of Southern 
Mississippi by Dr. Etoile DuBard. Upon 
their retum the new methodology was 
employed in three classes. When the 
success of the Association Method was 
clearly evident Mr. William McMaster 
was granted educational leave to go 
back to the university and obtain his 
post graduate degree in Language 
Disorders, 

In September 1976 the aphasic 
classes were moved from the Main 
School Building to the former 
Intermediate Boys’ Residence. Seven 
classrooms were set up in the 
basement and main floor and a 
separate aphasic residence was 
established on the second floor so that 
there was close liaison between the 
residence counsellors and the teaching 
staff, Such was the success that in the 
summer of 1977 extensive renovations 
were carried out to convert the whole 
building to classrooms and the 
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residential ality was moved the 
mediate Girle Residence. 
sits agen eg ets 
hearing impaired pupils had 
diminished, due to the success of day 
school classes opened for them in the 
major cities, more and more aphasic 
pupils had sought admission. By 1978 
there were approximately sixty 
students including a class of six 
language-disondered children from the 
Hastings County Board jurisdiction, 

As the pupils progressed into senior 
grades more and more teachers were 
becoming involved in their education, 
Also, since our three schools for the 
deaf had been named Regional 
Resource Centres, in February 1973, 
educators beyond our campuses were 
becoming participants in specialized 
programmes. As audiological, 
psychological and assessment services 
were extended to them, more persons 
felt the need of taining, Out of this 
expanding need came summer courses 
given at the school in the late 
Seventies 

Yet another group of children with 
special problems had been recognized 
for some time. These were multi 
handicapped pupils often displaying 
inappropriate behaviour, needing to 
acquire social personal skills and work 
habits which would enable them to 
eventually do selfenhancing work, Mrs. 
Bertha Lynch and Mr. Roger Rawlings 
(before he went to Puerto Rico to 
teach) in the late sixties undertook, 
with much dedication, to work with a 
small group of Junior School children. 

By 1971 the programme expanded to 
thiry eight pupils spread through both 
senior and junior classes. Both shor 
and long term objectives in their 
training were formulated and much 
credit must go to Dr. Demeza and Mr. 
Kitcher and the individual teachers 
who were *pioneering” in an area 
where litle if any, outside help was 
available. By September 1974 the 
“multi-handicapped” classification had 
grown to fifty-five pupils in ten classes, 

But there was still another group of 
pupils who had been recognized but 
hot admitted. Whether one called them 
severely emotionallydisturbed or gave 
them some other designation they were 
children who needed an intensive 
individualized programme designed to 
minimize their flare-ups of 
inappropriate behaviour and initiate 
suitable leaming. This required a 24 
hour a day continuity of care made 
possible only by a very close 
interaction of teachers and residence 
counsellors 

To achieve this the Ministry provided 


special funding and Mr. PW, Kitcher, 
the Assistant Superintendent, who had 
considerable experience with such 
pupils in England, took leave of that 
role to undertake the required steps. 
The first two years were mainly 
devoted to training of his staff and 
devising and trying suitable procedures, 

With the birth-pangs of the new 
programme abating Mr. Kitcher 
retumed to his assistant 
surperintendency, and the trained staff 
now three were designated as 
Specialized Individual Program or $.LP. 
classes. To make this function there 
had to be close co-operation between 
classroom and out of school life and 
this was achieved by the setting up of 
a Programme Objectives and Planning 
committee. As these children progress 
from S.LP. to junior and then senior 
multi-handicapped classes, a very great 
measure of the success has depended 
on the individual dedicated and 
understanding teacher. 

One could select almost any year in 
the last twenty five and point out 
significant improvenments taking place 
somewhere around the school, For 
some reason 1955 stands out as a year 
of many “first 

For lady teachers the provision of 
their own comfortabley appointed 
sitting room was important. They 
moved into it over the bursar's office in 
March. On April 17 we got our first 
dial telephones on a “Woodland” 
exchange. That month too Mr, Hall's 
classes were busy installing double 
tracks on classroom windows for the 
blackout curtains as overhead 
projectors and a movie projector 
became available for clasroom use. on 
April 28 and May 12 our ten and under 
age group of children, whose parents 
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had consented, got their first shots of 
the newly developed Salk vaccine for 
poliomyelitis. In June a special speech 
room for senior classes had been set up 
with a Grason Stadler group hearing 
aid. It also appears to have been the 
first year in which the local camp of 
the Gideons came to the school to 
present Bibles to senior pupils. On 
October 7 our first fluorescent lights 
were installed and the work continued 
with not only complete installation 
but also classroom painting to 
maximize the better illumination, This 
too seems to have been the first year 
for regular home-going at 

Thanksgiving. Thus there appears to be 
good reason to reflect favourably on 
1955. 

With the joint sponsorship of the 
Belleville Police Department and the 
Kiwanis Club, the Elmer Safety 
programme was started at our school 
in February 1961. Plaques on the wall 
in the Main dining room and in Junior 
School, as well as the safety flag on 
our flag pole, were constant reminders. 
At first Sgt. WR. Blatchford (later 
Inspector) and in more recent years Sgt. 
Robert Hall worked with our children 
in Junior School assisting teaching 
with lessons on safe pedestrian 
practices setting up mock streets and 
traffic lights on our “parade square” 
and then on down-town city streets. 
Each year the safety officer and a 
Kiwanis representative came to award 
the pupils for their vigilance by adding 
the year's tab to the shield. 

While our pupils leamed early how 
to look out for traffic we should look 
at our senior pupils who would 
become part of that same traffic, Many 
hearing persons still have great 
trepidation about the hearing impaired 
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rariving cars. They are not aware that 
the deaf have hearing impaired driving 
cars. They are not aware that the deaf 
have an enviable safety record. in the 
fall of 1961 Mr. JJ. Trudeau, a local 
dealer, made available to the school a 
new ’62 fourdoor Chevrolet. With this 
Mr. Elgin A. Vader and Miss 
Wilhemine Huffman began training 
eleven senior pupils in a Driver 
Instruction course. Both the eighty 
hours of classroom instruction and the 
onthe-road experience were given out 
of school hours, When they were 
deemed ready they went, like other 
citizens, with a Ministry of Transport 
examiner and they were completely “on 
their own” Through the years over 300 
pupils have eamed driver's licenses. By 
1969 the classroom part of the training 
was moved into the academic 
programme and residence counsellors 
as well as teaching staff worked on the 
on-the-rad practce, evenings and on 
Saturdays. The Elliott Motors and 
Stevenson Ford and have also 
co-operated in providing cars. A car 
insurance company interested in our 
programme began to provide an annual 
award to the student driver obtaining 
the highest marks, The CIAG 
representative made the presentation at 
graduation exercises. 

For many years the annual exhibition 
of shop and classroom work was held 
in the school auditorium. When the 
“drill hall” gymnasium became 
available to us after the war, the 
displays were set up there in the north 
side and some excellent athletic 
demonstrations were put on in the 
evening in the south half. In the mid- 
thirties Mr. Frank Cunningham had 
put on displays of pyramid building by 
the boys out on the front lawn but 
now both girls and boys participated. 

With the opening of the new Junior 
school their displays were put on in 
their classrooms so visitors could see 
the excellent facilities. Then with the 
opening of the Boys’ and girls’ shops. 
Fashion shows and swimming 
demonstrations were added when the 
JG. Demeza Sports Centre was opened. 
Open house became a multifaceted 
programme appealing to the interests 
of parents, groups and friends who 
came in great numbers, many parents 
used it as an opportunity to transport 
home many of the large shop projects 
which otherwise necessitated crating 


and shipment. 
- Many “firsts” can be recorded during 


the Demeza years and it isn't possible 
to make a subjective judgment as to 
which was most important. 

Our first pupil who lived “on 


campus" and attended secondary 
school in the city was Flora Clark. 
after being our pupil for five years she 
attended BC.IVS. for five years and ir 
June 1953 completed Grade 12, then 
after taking a commercial course she 
became our first Gallaudet College 
pupil with the help of Atkinson 
Foundation and Provincial grants. 

Since Flora Clark’s success there has 
been a small but select group of 
students attending Gallaudet College 
bringing credit scholastically and in 
school organizations to their alma 
mater. They have eamed degrees which 
have led to teaching, library and other 
fields. During the sixties special 
courses in American History, 
mythology and other subjects 
comparable to those in American 
schools were taught to the potential 
candidates who tried the Gallaudet 
entrance examinations, During the 
seventies when employment 
opportunities seemed to dry up, even 
for those with university training, 
many of the eligible students began to 
tum to advanced vocational fields. 

In 1973 a support services 
programme for the hearing impaired 
students enrolled in regular classes at 
George Brown Community College of 
AppliedArts and Technology provided 
the impetus for greater numbers to 
choose that route. Although first 
conceived that our graduates might 
enrol in any one of the province's 
twenty three such colleges very few 
did. As increased funding became 
available the support services increased 
to encompass tutors, interpreters, note- 
takers and counsellors available to the 
various community colleges in the 
metropolitan Toronto area. Since part 
of the support covered suitable, housing 
and Toronto offered a wide range of 
courses suitable for the hearing 
impaired, such as printing, welding 
machine technology and drafting many 
preferred to live there. Our school was 
still considered to surpass in auto body 
and in upholstering training. 

After spring and summer 
negotiations with the Hastings County 
Board our first off-campus class was 
established in Queen Mary Elementary 
School in the city in Sept, 1969, [am 
not sure that it was fortuitous but it 
vas indeed fortunate for us that Mr. 
Ron Caswell, the principal, had a hard- 
ofhearing daughter at our school, so, 
his interest and co-operation was| 
exceptional. It was made up of eight 
hard-ofhearing pupils taught by Mrs. 
‘Lynn Savage from our staff. Beginning 
with the fall term in 1971 a second 
class was set up at Harry J. Clarke 


Public School. This class was 
discontinued in June 1978. Pupils were 
transported back to school each day for 
the noon meal. 

For a brief trial period one of our 
senior pupils attended neighbouring. 
Centennial Seconidary School. Later 
two of their Occupations class pupils 
came to our Maintenance shops for 
ome on-the-job training 

Another area of major involvement 
in the life of the commuity was the 
on-the job training programme for our 
vocational pupils and this will be 
mentioned in the discussion on the 
shop programmes. 

‘Among the “social” involvement in 
local activities were the number of 
parties which churches held for the 
groups attending worship there. Many 
of our pupils were entertained after 
their church confirmation. Some have 
taken part with the social programmes 
of the adult deaf. 

‘The "Canadian’ of December 1,1926 
had reported offorts to start a troop of 
Boy Scouts. Dr. C:B. Coughlin, |W. 
Scandrette (acting bursar) and George 
FStewart were the Group Committee. 
The Scout Master was Alfred Burrell 
and Printion Instructor John Spanner 
was A.S.M. They had twenty one in 
the troop and got much help from the 
scouts of 2nd. Belleville and its S.M. 
Rey. Mr. Clark. When both housefather 
Burrell and Mr. Spanner left the school 
in 1928 the whole Scouting programme 
collapsed. You will not be surprised 
that this was one of the things which 
former Scouter JG.Demeza wanted to 
restart. 

‘On September 28, 1955 with local 
and regional Scouters PL. Allcom and 
AS. Lewis in attendance, a new group 
committee of JG. Demeza, |. Wilson 
F. Harris, AJ. Clare and JW. Hodgson 
took the first steps to sponsor what 
became 16th Belleville Scouts and 
Cubs, 6th and 10th Belleville Girl 
Guides and 11th Belleville Brownies 
For the sake of the records we should 
list Ron. S. Taylor as the first Scout 
Master; Cub leaders were Misses Jean 
Harper, Gwen Legault and Mrs. Mary 
Marg Graham. The Guides and 
Brownies who organized the following 
week had Misses Barb Chapelle, 
Juanita Fox and Joan Shannon as 
Brownie leaders and Misses W. 
Huffman, Anna Rush and Mrs, Mary 
Lou Letersky as Guiders. 

They provided a very strong 
programme and many articles on their 
activities both at school and shared 
with the community organizations 
were written up nearly every month in 
the “Canadian” By 1960 Scouting had 
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grown so much that there were two 
troops and two Cub packs as well as 
10th and 11th Brownies and a very 
large Girl Guide Company. Following 
Ron Taylor as Scout Master were R.H. 
‘Vaughan, W.A. Williams, E.A. Vader, N. 
Rickaby and Medley F. Mayo. The 
original colours of the O.S.D. Scouting 
had been black and gold but when the 
organization was rebom they chose the 
Buchanan Tartan. 

Scouting and camping seem to lead 
naturally to later outdoor activities. 
The seventies saw a very great increase 
in the numbers of persons engaging in 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and 
hiking. The physical education 
programme acquired the necessary 
equipment to give traning to students. 
In the shops, a large trailer was 
constructed to haul camping gear and 
supplies for week-end and all-day 
exercises. When Mr. Mel Mohan 
purchased a property near Millbridge, 
in north Hastings, it was used for 
many pioneering lessons. With all this 
increased outdoor activity it may be 
appropriate to note the very rapid 
diminution in the pupil skating. The 
girls’ rink had been eliminated when 
the airforce drill hall was built. When 
the Sports Centre was built the boys’ 
rink was moved to the area south of 
the rounds Maintenance Building. 
However, when the Dick Ellis Rink 
‘was opened on Harder Drive our pupils 
seldom “patronized” our school rink 
whose cleaning and ice-making task 
fell to the grounds maintenance staff. 
Even the annual ice races and skating 
parties fell by the wayside. Mr. Keith 
Schauer did however erect a rink and 
maintained it for younger children at 
the south east comer of the Junior 
Residence. 

In Dr. Samuel R. Laycock’s article on 
“Parental and Community Acceptance 
of Exceptional Children’ appearing in 
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the “Canadian” in June 1955 he asks 
rhetorically, “What can be done by 
parents and teachers of handicapped 
children to assure community 
understanding and acceptance of these 
children’ One of the attitudes which 
struck me very quickly when I came to 
the school was that our pupils were an 
integral part of the community and not 
sheltered away where the outside world 
had no contact with them. We were 
minimizing their handicaps, 
maximizing their strengths and 
proudly telling the world about them. 

Tt would be wrong to suggest that 
the school was not involved in 
“community awareness’ projects long 
before I came to the school. Much of it 
was due to the efforts of Miss Helen 
Keeler and §. Alec Gordon. They, with 
the assistance of many staff, including 
skilful bus driver Russ Flagler, who 
piloted the old gray bus through some 
terrible roads and bad storms, took 
‘groups of gifted pupils out to put on 
plays, dancing demonstrations, and 
various programmes to surrounding 
communities far beyond the fifty mile 
radius. With beautiful costuming and 
material written to accentuate their 
talents our performers became widely 
acclaimed. 

“PRY during the Demeza years 
however was unmatched in its scope 
and coverage. It could be roughly 
divided into two categories. . .into the 
world coming to us and our people 
going far beyond our campus. 

It was indeed the world which came 
to us for our school paper was reaching 
readers on every continent. Visitors 
who came to see our facilities and 
observe methodology were educators, 
politicians and interested persons from 
Ghana, Nigeria, Japan, Australia, 
Germany, Gt. Britain and United 
States. Large groups of nurses-in- 
training, medical students, public 


Jeo 
health and social workers came to ) 
become acquainted with our work and 

carry the message back to their spheres am, 
of influence. Groups of Community ) 
College, elementary school and special 
school classes visited us. Teachers 

groups, women’s institutes and service 

Club members toured our facilities. 

Grand juries, county councils and 

‘myriad of government officials from 

many Departments paid both official 

and unofficial calls. Radio , television 

and newspaper media produced 

material based on their observations. 

Visitors were not limited to groups. 
Hundreds of parents of pupils and of 
potential pupils came to leam about 
Opportunities available and seemed to 

go away encouraged. 

‘That is only part of the list. Parents, 
graduates and friends flocked, like an 
annual pilgrimage, to our June “open 
houses" The greatest attractions of all 
were the annual Christmas Pageants 
tnd the annual concert. After a dress 
rehearsal before our staff and student 
body the Christmas story portrayal 
always played to awe-struck audiences 
on the following Friday and Saturday 
nights. People showed their 
appreciation by donating generously to 
the Pupils Benefit Fund. 

Prior to Easter a programme of 4 
entertainment consisting of chythm 
band selections, pupil skits, and 
adaptations of well-known stories, 
written by Mr. Gordon, was presented 
each year to large appreciative 
audiences. After Miss Keeler’s death 
other staff members carried on with 
effective costuming and make-up. With 
Mr. Gordon's retirement Mr. Ken R. 
Graham continued with the 
programmes adding artistic 
‘embellishments in scenery, dialogue 
and presentation. Among ones 
remembered are Old King Cole. The 
Princess who never Smiled, Jack and 
the Bean Stalk, Rumplestilskin, 
Cinderella, Nooshka Onaway, Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs, Hansel 
and Gretel, Alice in Wonderland, The 
House that Jack Built and many others. 
On several occasions the ladies’ chorus 
of Bridge Street United Church choir 
augmented the musical parts of these 
concerts. 

Within days of Dr, Demezats 
appointment as superintendent his 
Calendar of speaking engagements 
across the country was filled with 
opportunities. The pages of the 4 
“Canadian” only record a small numbe 
of his addresse to service clubs 
parents organizations, educators, 

Church groups, and govemment bodies. 
He delivered the address at the 
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Gallaudet College convocation in 1967 
at which he received his doctorate of 
letters 

Other staff members have gone out 
also to speak on their particular areas 
of expertise. Mr. John Boyd (later Dr. 
John) as Audiological Services Adviser 
spoke on many occasions to parents 
and professional groups across the 
province, Mr. W.A. Williams has 
addressed several parents’ groups. Mr. 
Wm, McMaster travelled quite widely 
delineating the problems and work 
with children having neurological 
damage. Mr. Hodgson gave papers on 
vocational education at the 
intemational conferences of educators 
of the Deaf in Flint, Michigan and 
Indianapolis. $. Alec Gordon took 
groups of young people out to give 
demonstrations on methods of speech 
production. A. J. Clare and others also 
spoke to interestecd groups. 

For several years our staff and pupils 
were involved in a display of work in 
the Department of Education's exhibit 
at the Canadian National Exhibition. 
Mr. RH1Vaughan was usually in charge 
of the school’s work. Perhaps one of 
the best remembered items was the 
beautiful multitiered wedding cake 
decorated by pupil James Richardson 
under the instruction of baker Fred 
roke, During the late sixties the boys’ 

girls’ shops arranged some very 
fine displays of shop projects in city 
store windows during spring Education 
week. Both girls’ and boys’ work gave 


viewers a better idea of the calibre of 
training available 

Belleville area citizens would 
probably remember most vividly the 
floats built in the Woodworking and 
Metal Shops for the annual Santa 
Claus parades. Many of these were very 
large and very elaborate and were 
limited only by Mr. Vaughan’s 
ingenuity, time and space. Among the 
most spectacular were the Old Woman 
in the Shoe, Cinderella's Coach, the 
Pirate Ship, the Slave Galley, Eskimo 
Land, the Three Little Pigs and the 
eight deer for Santa's sleigh. In the late 
sixties and seventies the Junior 
Residence staff took on the project and 
produced floats involving many 
children with the world-wide aspects of 
Christmas as the theme. 

Since both brought credit to the 
school we cannot overlook the ribbons 
won by school cattle which Gamet 
Reid showed in area fairs or the 
“Trillium Awards!’ presented by the 
Belleville Garden Club, for the 
outstanding floral displays achieved by 
both Bill Jeune and George Webster and 
their staffs, 

The school's awareness of the 
school's facilities was increased in the 
seventies when Mr, E.ANader and 
technicians Norm Brown and Peter 
Somogyi began televising the Santa 
Claus parades for Cable TY. use. The 
float award presentations were made at 
the Teacher Education Centre. 

The media Centre was responsible 
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for assembling sets of slides for use by 
those speaking to gatherings about the 
school. They also prepared large visual 
displays for use at conferences by the 
Ministry and the Canadian Hearing 
Society. 

There are of course dozens of other 
times when the community was very 
conscious of our school. Not the least 
of these was the parade through the 
city, with suitable floats, to celebrate 
our school’s centennial in 1970. The 
very frequent use of our playing fields 
for league soccer and football games 
and the great number of track meets 
each year, including two international 
ones, meant that sports columns and 
radio broadcasts publicized ones “at Sir 
James Whitney School.” 


One of the last community projects 
in which I was involved was the 
building, for the Belleville Centennial 
Committe of a large model log cabin. 
Mr. SF Bramley's woodworking pupils 
received much praise for their realistic 
workmanship. Finally in our P. R. work 
our shops produced a large sign which 
was erected near the highway 
congratulating the city on its 
centennial and expressing gratitude for 
the century of close cooperation. 
While it is impossible to adequately 
assess the impact our school has on 
the province or on the community, it 
is most certain that a vastly greater 
percentage are more knowledgable now 
than they have ever been in the past. 
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As the Sir James Whitney School is designated a Regional Resource Centre for 
hearing impaired children, this issue of The Canadian, focuses on the services pro- 
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led for major track and field meets and 
by community schools for various sporting events. During the summer months 
‘we have made our facilities available for such major activities as a ares re 
course for Air Cadets, training sessions for the Values, Influences and 
) and Trish: orcoures Alf he wrk to somone 
fvciies activities is done by existing staff and I am sure this service is appreciated 


nay of the eal of of 20 LE: RES Sa eee pects 

‘majority of their time to the needs of students within our school. These 

eo psychological services, social worker services, audiological ser- 

‘Viees all of lich holots a copesiesstle Gnesi ion of counselling for students 

and parents. The three secretaries in our , provide the beh theacencs 

which enables us to deliver all of these services in an efficient manner, 

.¢ staff in the Resource Services Department is here to. to any needs 

avhich are and Ulsuat at /oU as a parent, teacher or interested citizen will con- 
tact us for assistance or it ation about hearing impairment. 


OPEN HOUSE 


will be held at 


Sir James Whitney School 
and 


Sagonaska School 
Thursday, April 30, 1987 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 


TOURS OF THE SCHOOLS, 
AQUATIC DEMONSTRATION VARIETY SHOW 
a 


r 


Reaching Out... 


‘Throughout the early life of their deat 
child, parents have to deal with many 
crises and difficult decisions. In this ar- 
ticle I will highlight a few of these 
situations in an effort to help all of us 
understand the plight of parents. 

The first experience the parents will 
encounter is a sense that their child is 
not responding to sounds. They are con- 
fronted then, with the challenge of get- 
ting someone to believe them and make 
areferral for this infant to have his/her 
hearing tested. Once the hearing loss is 
confirmed and hearing aids have been 
fitted, parents are most appreciative of 
the support provided through home 
visiting services. Their education regar- 
ding the world of hearing impairment 
has begun. Within the first year or two 
it becomes evident whether or not the 
child has sufficient residual hearing to 
be able to use this hearing to make pro- 
gress in an aural or oral/aural fashion, 
If the child is not progessing auditorily 
the parents are faced with the decision 
of whether to persist in the “oral” ap- 
proach or to add sign language to 
facilitate communication, a total com- 
munication approach. They can unders- 
tand that this addition of sign language 
may allow vocabulary to grow and 
make it possible for them ¢o interact 
more effectively with their child, but is 
this the most appropriate choice for this 


child? Many questions arise at such 
times. How will I lear sign language? 
Who will my child communicate with? 
Where will heishe go to school? Why is 
this happening to me? 

Once this crisis has passed and a ra- 
tional decision has been made, life may 
progress smoothly as long as the dog 
does not at the new hearing aid or the 
child does not flush it down the toilet! 

However, there are ongoing concems 
as parents observe the child’s social in- 
teraction with neighbourhood children. 
Many opportunities are capitalized 
upon, to facilitate this socialization and 
increase others’ awareness of the this 
deaf child’s strengths. No doubt there 
are many little moments when bitter 
feelings almost surface as some of the 
non-understanding public make insen- 
sitive comments. 

Soon this child reaches school age 
and once again difficult decisions must, 
be made. Fortunately in our province 
with the advent of Bill 82, school boards 
are making considerable efforts to meet, 
the needs of hearing impaired children 
at the community school, enabling this 
child to live at home. However, there 
are limits to local schools’ capacities to 
provide progress in such a school a 
school placement. There are several 
strong factors such as family ties, 


academic growth, social and emotional 
growth which unfortunately may act in 
opposition to one another, and this can 
make the school placement decision 
very difficult. There is some concession 
in knowing that these decisions need 
only be made for the present and can 
>be changed should it become apparent 
that this child is not prospering in spite 
of everyone's efforts. Resource Services 
Consultants and Pre-school Educators 
do their best to help parents and school 
officials make decisions which are best 
for the child, all factors considered. 
Many hearing impaired children enter 
our Provincial Schools in later grades 
when the increased burden of the 
academic programs and social interac- 
tion, lead to mounting frustration. We 
always hope that the parents and child 
will not have to experience too much 
frustration before they seek greater sup- 
port in the local school or consider 
placement at the Provincial School. 


Throughout these years, we hope 
that the services of our Pre-school 
Educators, Social Workers, Consultants 
and Administrators will provide 
parents with some assistance as they 
endeavour to make wise decisions on 
behalf of their hearing impaired 
children. 


The Preschool Home Visiting Program 


Preschool home visiting services are 
available throughout the provice of On- 
tario to families of infants and young, 
children, diagnosed with hearing loss 
The losses may range from moderate to 
profound, but if a hearing aid is part of 
the recommendation for the child, the 
family is entitled to home visiting 
support 

Why is this important? 

Several researchers have concluded 
that the capacity to acquire language is 
optimal during the early years, Not on- 
ly do they indicate that this capacity 
peaks between the ages of two and four 
years of age, but there is also strong in- 
dication that this ability may be limited 
to these preschool years. It has been 
shown, in fact, that the language ac- 
quisition of a normally hearing child is, 
almost complete between the ages of 
three and one half and four years. 

Early home intervention is offered by 
the Provincial Schools for the Hearing- 


Impaired to enhance language and 
auditory development. Parents are pro- 
vided with psychological and emotional 
support, as they work through the 
issues surrounding the hearing impair 
ment of their child. At the same time 
guidance is given to try and offset the 
language delay, as much as possible. 
What does the service involve? 

In the southern part of the province 
a trained teacher of the deaf visits the 
home for a period of an hour to an hour 
and a half weekly. The teacher gives 
guidance to the parent on such things 
as: the use and maintenance of the hear- 
ing aids, communication, development 
of residual hearing, speech and language 
development. The framework of the 
program is based on the Ski"Hi Model 
of Home Intervention, developed at 
Utah State University, supplemented 
by expansion, as appropriate, There is 
a built-in assessment system to deter- 
‘mine the appropriateness of programm- 
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ing throughout, 

In northern areas of the province, 
large distances between homes make 
delivery of service a greater challenge. 
Since 1983, the Ski*Hi Model of Parent 
Advisors has been employed. In this 
situation, the most well-qualified, local 
person who can be found in the home 
area of the family, who is willing on a 
fee for service basis to deliver the week- 
ly visits to the family, is contracted as 
a Parent Advisor. That person who may 
or may not here training as a teacher of 
the deaf, is supervised by one of The Sir 
James Whitney teachers and given 
training in the Ski*Hi Model. The SW 
teacher makes regular monthly visits 
and phone calls to the Parent Advisor, 
so that the two are working together to 
offer an effective service to the home. 

Visits continue until the child is 
enrolled in Kindergarten, or in some 
cases, Grade 1, or a special class for the 
hearing-impaired. Resource help is 
available to the school or teacher once 
home visits have been discontinued. 
Who may receive the service? 

Any family, with a child of preschool 
age, whose child has a hearing loss of 
sufficient degree to necessitate the use 
of a hearing aid may receive the home 
visiting services. 

In those situations where there is a 
local program available for the child 
and he/she is old enough to attend the 
school program offered by a trained 
teacher of the deaf, Sir James Whitney 
School will not duplicate the service. 
We will, however, offer direction and 
support to the parents for a period of 
time to enable them to leam techni- 
ques in working with their hearing- 
impaired child. This service will stay in 
place until the parent no longer feels 
the need of support. 

What is the communication policy of 
preschool program? 

‘The preschool population represents 
a wide variety of children with a wide 
variation of hearing losses ranging from 
moderate to profound, There is not one 
best way of communicating for all 
hearing-impaired children and their 
families. Not only are families different 
in interaction styles, attitudes and 
values, but, also the children 
themselves vary in how they process 
auditory and visual information. There 
is therefore support in aiding parents to 
choose the most appropriate com- 
munication method for their child 
while at the same time, helping the 
child develop maximum use ot 


whatever residual hearing is present. 

Some of the children are therefore be- 
ing educated by the aural-oral approach. 
In this approach, hearing is the primary 
means of understanding language, sup- 
plemented by clues from lipreading 
{speechreading) and facial and body ex- 
pressions. Speech is the primary mode 
of expressing language. 

Others are using a system of total 
communication in which manual com: 
munication (signs and fingerspelling) 
are added to the oral approach to enable 
the child to use and understand 
Janguage. Signing and fingerspelling in 
conjunction with speech are used to 
develop language skills. 

How is a referral made? 

‘A referral can he made by any profes- 

sional or other member of the public 


who is aware of a preschooler with a 
hearing loss. Frequently, these referrals 
come from Audiologists, ENTs, Public 
Health Nurses, Infant Stimulation 
Workers, and sometimes the parents 
themselves. The referral typically 
follows audiological testing which con- 
firms the hearing loss. Once a hearing 
aid has been recommended, the family 
will be contacted, the service describ. 
ed and the option of receiving weekly 
home visits, at no cost to the family 
offered 

Parents, anote to all of you. Learn to 
trust your inner instincts. If you sense 
that your child may have a hearing lo 
insist that testing is followed through 
It is so important not to miss these im- 
pressionable years when so much 
critical learning takes place. 


~ 
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Francophone Services for the 
Hearing Impaired continue to thrive 


For the past two years I have been 
working at Sir James Whitney School 
as Educational Consultant for fran- 
cophone hearing-impaired students in 
Ontario. This year the services I have 
been providing have moved to Centre 
Jules-Leger, a demonstration school for 
francophone students with com- 
munication problems. Centre Jules- 
Leger has been providing services for 
students with learning disabilities and 
language disorders, administered by the 
Faculty of Education of the University 
of Ottawa, and is now able to ensure 
services for hearing impaired students 
of French speaking families in Ontario. 

In September 1986 two teachers were 
hired to provide services to these hear- 
ing impaired students. Jean-Marc Sauve 
teaches a demonstration class for the 
hearing impaired at Centre Jules-Leger. 
‘Aurele Bertrand who works from Sud- 
bury, provides preschool services to 
families in StCharles, Alban, Sturgeon 
Falls, North Bay, Earlton and Fauquier. 
All members of the resource team in- 
cluding myself offer resource services 
to school boards. 

At the preschool level. Yolande Fan- 
tham continues to work as a Parent Ad- 
viosr for a family in Kapuskasing and 
a family in Opasatika. Monique Ger- 
main of the Resource Centre at Sir 


\ Tames Whitney acts as a resource per- 


son. She attends our staffing meetings 
for the preschool program and is, 
available for workshops. Her services, 
are greatly appreciated especially when, 


she helps in providing support services 

to families of hearing impaired 

children. 

Personally, I have been assigned the 
task of coordinating the different pro- 
grams. This year, especially, Ihave been 
asked to prepare an “action plan” in 
order to ensure the establishment of the 
services. Although this seems like a 
huge task, the plan is gradually taking 
shape. 

The following are highlights of our 
main activities so far this year - 

— In October, Monique Germain join- 
ed Jean-Marc Sauve and I in presen- 
ting a workshop at Centre Jules- 
Leger, and another workshop to the 
residential counselors at Centre 
Jules-Leger. 

— In November 1986, a Workshop for 
teachers working with hearing im- 
paired students was held at Centre 
Jules-Leger. Another workshop will 
be held at St-Louis-de-Conzaque in 
March 1987. 

—On December 6th, 1986, the fran: 
cophone teachers of hearing im- 
paired students of Eastern Ontario 
met with the staff of the Audiology 
Department of the Children’s 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario. Another 
meeting is planned for January 30th, 
1987, at which time Louis Guay, 
Supervisor of services for fran- 
cophone hearing impaired students 
in New Brunswick will be a guest 
speaker, 

— From January to March 1987, a ten 


week course in “francais signe” 
{signed French} is being offered at 
Centre Jules-Leger. Both parents and 
teachers are participating, 

—As well, in January, a newsletter 
“Puce a Voreille” will be published. 
We hope that this newsletter, which 
provides parents, teachers and fran- 
cophone hearing impaired students 
an opportunity to communicate, 
will be the first of many newsletters. 

—Preschool staffing meetings) have 
been organized with the support of 
the staff of the Audiology Depart- 
ment of the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastem Ontario and the support of 
Monique Germain. The first 
meeting was held at Centre Jules 
Leger on December 11th 1986, The 
next meeting will be held at the 
hospital on February 26th, 1987. 

—The Ministry of Education Special 
Education Branch has invited Aurele 
Bertand and me to participate in 
preparing a resource document for 
teachers with hearing impaired 
students in their class. 

My work is enjoyable and satisfying 
mainly because of the support I 
receive from everyone I approach. 
The staff at the Resource Centre at 
Sir James Whitney in Belleville has 
been instrumental in the establish- 
ment of the service. Teachers, 
parents and hearing impaired 
students express their appreciation 
and welcome the creation of this 
new resource for the francophone 
hearing impaired students in 
Ontario. 

For more information or for any re- 
quest of service, please contact me 
at Centre Jules-Leger, in Ottawa. 


Irene Pelletier 

Centre Jules-Leger 
Faculte d’Education 
Universite d’Ottawa 

200 rue Wilbrod 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIN 6L5 

Telephone: (613}234-0166 


Les services pour les deficients 
auditifs franco-ontariens sont 
maintenant disponibles en 
francais. Veuillez adresser vos 
demandes de service au Centre 
Jules-Leger 
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... What it’s all about? 


(or ‘Where did this come from?’) 


Sign 
Language 
Training 


About four years ago, some staff 
members from Sir James Whitney and 
our sister schools attended workshops 
in Milton concerning a new method of 
teaching sign language. This method, 
the Direct Experience Method (D.E.M.), 
was developed at the National 
Technical Institute for the Deaf 
(N.T.LD.} at the Rochester Institute of 
‘Technology (R.LT.}. The following fall, 
Mrs. Penny Vance, Mrs. Sandra Esford 
and myself, Ms Beverley Bonter, began 
sign language training classes for secon- 
dary school teaching staff. We used the 
D.E.M. approach to teach Signed 
English, 

At the same time, a provincial com- 
mittee was established involving the 
Ministry of Education and the four pro- 
vinical schools at Belleville, Milton, 
London and Brantford, This provincial 
committee was to investigate and 
establish a communication policy for 
the Ontario Schools for the Deaf and 
DeafBlind. This communication policy 
came into effect in 1986, as well as a 
provincial schools policy on sign 
language competency. Both policies 
apply to all staff members of the Pro- 
vincial Schools Branch. In order to meet 
the requirements, each school was ask- 
ed to establish a Sign Language Skills 
Development Program under the 
leadership of a Sign Language Co- 
ordinator. Effective September 1986, I 
have served as Sign Language Co- 
ordinator at the Sir James Whitney 
School. 


Good expression helps get the message across 


Present D.E.M. Programming 


Weekly from Monday to Friday, there 
are nineteen (19) scheduled classes for 
all staff on campus, There are also mon- 
thly halfday workshops for preschool 
staff, who in tum offer four (4) evening 
classes for parents, In addition, there is, 
a class for new students and one for “In- 
House S.J.W. Interpreters’ 

Needless to say, one person is unable 
to handle all the classes. Gratefully I 
have the following staff to assist me’ 
Mrs. Sandra Esford - half-time, Mrs. 
Penny Vance - quarter-time and Mrs. 
Lynn Savage - quarter-time. 

This group of four helps plan and ex- 
ecute the lessons that are used weekly 
at each level of training. In addition, 
they plan and prepare all materials and 
Signboard, which is distributed 
throughout the school. As well as 
material preparation, they are actively 
involved in staff training of those brave 
souls who volunteered to help with the 
teaching task. 

These volunteers are: 

Elementary Residence - Patti Preston 
and Kathy Wright 

Secondary Residence - Doug White, 


Larry Opperman, Tammy Opperman, 
Ann Carr, Keith Dorschner, Gayle 
Parks 

Tnterpreter training and student class 
are done by Craig Bames. 

‘An active Vocabulary Committee 
comprised of Beverley Bonter, Bill 
Gregory, Tammy Opperman, Keith 
Dorschner and Larry Opperman help to 
keep our signs consistent and on the 
right track, 

‘One individual who helps keep the 
paper flowing smoothly deserves a 
special mention, Leona Gosson, our 
secretary, helps keep us on our toes. 

Not all the work done on our cam- 
pus is lessons. B:monthly meeting of 
the Sign Language Co-ordinators are 
helping to co-ordinate signs throughout 
the provincial schools. Videotaping of 
lessons and items used for special 
events are being produced. Evaluations 
are presently being planned and will 
take pace during the final semester, All 
inall, it isa busy but worthwhile time. 

If any reader has any enquiries, please 
feel free to contact me, Beverley Bonter, 
at Sir James Whitney, or any of the staff 
members involved in the Sign Language 
Training Program. 


> 


wv Hm... 
Does she really mean that or did | misread something? 
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S. Esford, P. Vance, L. Savage, B. Bonter ... and the work 


goes on 
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Family Services — 


A New Venture 


in an awempr to help tamilies feel 
more involved in the lives of their 
hearing-impaired children, our depart- 
ment has been instrumental in the 
publication of two newsletters: 

1. Sibs Express 

and 

2. Prism 

The idea of Sibs Express originated 
first. Colleen Orrick, a parent of a Sir 
James Whitney Junior School student, 
shared with me her desire to have 
something special for the brothers and 
sisters of the hearing-impaired 
students. 

“What do you have in mind?!" I 
asked, 

“A newsletter with puzzles, stories, 
riddles and other articles to allow them 
to have fun and at the same time learn 
a few signs and facts about hearing- 
impairment.’ 

‘Come in and we'll put it together.” 

Within those moments, ‘Sibs Ex- 
press’ was bom. Added to that were 
hard work, moments of inspiration and 
the creative layout talents of Barbara 
Noble, a secretary in Resource Services, 
The first edition of the paper went 
home with the SJW students at March 
break last year. It was attached to the 
copies of Mr. Buller’s Superintendent's 
Newsletter. 

The paper has not been confined to 
the families of SJW in Ontario. A phone 
call recently from a mother of a two- 
year old multi-handicapped child in 
Minnesota began, “My little two-year- 
old is beginning to use signs. Could you 
tell me what the word ‘Sibs’ means?”’ 

“Brothers and sisters,” said I, wonder- 
ing all the while what this could have 
to do with me. 

“V’ve just been given a copy of 'Sibs 
Express’ and I think it’s marvellous. I 
took it to show my sign language 
teacher and she agrees. Please put me 
on the mailing list.” 

Encouragement of this type was a 
strong motivator as we took our next 
step forward. Could we bring into reali- 
ty a desire to offer support to parents 
who often feel discouraged or alone, 
especially if living in remote areas of 
the country where no one nearby seems 
to know anything about 
hearing-impairment? 

The first publication of “Prism”, a 


Continuing Education 


Loyalist College, in conjunction with 
The Sir James Whitney School, has 
combined programming to the Quinte 
area adults. The Sir James Whitney 
School has opened its facilities for even- 
ing use, for a variety of interest courses. 

The availability of these courses has 
traditionally been oriented to the hear- 
ing population, The Continuing Educa- 
tion Department at The Sir James 
Whitney School endeavours to make 
each course at the school accessible to 
all people regardless of disability. In par- 
ticular, the hearing impaired adult seg- 
‘ment of the population are encouraged 


to participate, and teachers with sign- 
ing capability or interpreters are an in- 
tegral part of this program 
Courses offered in the past include: 
* Oriental Cooking 
* Auto Maintenance 
Photography 
Cake Decorating 
Woodworking 
Gardening 
Computer Literacy 
It is hoped that the deaf population 
will increasingly utilize this program, 
with the long range goal of all Com- 
munity Colleges across the province ac- 
cepting responsibility for providing ac- 


IL. 
bag Cathy Miller 


newsletter for parents of hearing- 
impaired children, was circulated in 
December. 

Response trom readers is encourag- 
ed. Contributions for future editions 
will be welcomed. Those not present- 
ly receiving copies of the paper are in- 
vited to have their names added to the 
mailing list. Why not take a moment 
and drop us a note at the following 
address: 


Resource Services 
The Sir James Whitney School 
Belleville, Ontario 
K8P 1B2 


Are these worthwhile ventures? 
Should these efforts be continued? Your 
input is valued 


Deborah Denison 
Acting Educational Co-ordinator 
Resource Services 


Religious Education 


A special Ecumenical Church Service 
was held in the gym of the Elementary 
School as a climax to the topic on 
“Poverty”. 

‘Our students were introduced to the 
problem of proverty in and around the 
city of Belleville. The Gleaners Food 
Bank was talked about and two classes 
visited the Food Bank and helped for lit- 
tle while one moming. 

Parents were informed about our pro- 
gram and invited to send in donations. 
‘The children brought their donations to 
the Service and a representative from 
The Food Bank was on hand for the 
presentation of three large boxes of non- 
perishable goods, 

Itis hoped that by including such pro- 
grams in our curriculum we can make 
our students more aware of the needs 
of others, how we can help and share. 

HC. Reid 
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Media 
Centre 


Since our last report to The Canadian 
the Media Centre underwent major 
organizational changes. 

First, from an administrative point of 
view, we rejoined the Sir James 
Whitney School as part of the multi- 
disciplinary team of the provincial 
Schools Resource Services, reporting to 
the Program Director, Mr. Pat Healey. 

Secondly, the previous Coordinator, 
Mr, Elgin A. Vader, retired after 35 
years of service and was replaced by Mr. 
Peter A. Somogyi, who originally 
designed the Centre's television studio 
facilities. As the new Coordinator, 
Peter plans, coordinates and ensures the 
effective implementation of branch pro- 
grams pertaining to curriculum-related 
captioned videotapes and the develop- 
‘ment and dissemination of educational 
computer software materials. Peter 
brings to the department 15 years of ex- 
perience in electrical engineering, com- 
puter hardware and interface design and, 
television broadcasting. 


The Centre would like to welcome 
also Mr. Edward L, McDonald, who 
joined the staff on September Ist, 1986 
as a Resource Teacher. Under the 
leadership of the Coordinator, Ted pro: 
vides the educational component in the 


production of captioned videotape pro- 
grams and educational computer soft- 
‘ware materials. Ted brings to us 20 
years of experience as a teacher of the 
deaf with a broad-based understanding 
and knowledge in the arts and sciences. 
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We are happy to retain the services 
of Mrs. Joan Pruner as Media Resource 
person in our Video Section and Mrs. 
Kimberly McInroy as Media Resource 
person in our Computer Services sec- 
tion. Both Joan and Kim have been with 
the centre for some years and have pro- 
vided us with excellent services. 

The name and mandate of the centre 
have not changed. As a provincial com- 
munications facility, the Provincial 
Schools Media Centre provides elec- 
tronic media and computer software 
services to all schools operated by the 
Ministry of Education, Provincial 
Schools Branch and for hearing im- 
paired programs throughout the 
province. 

One of the main functions of our 
Video Section is to prepare curriculum 
related captioned videotape programs to 
be used as instructional media for hear- 
ing impaired students. As a result of 
bilateral agreements with TVOntario, 
(CBC, PBS under negotiation) the cen- 
tre provides copies of broadcast quali- 
ty captioned videotape programs to the 
broadcasting institutions mentioned 
above for further distribution to the 
hearing impaired students located at 
the various schools in the Province. 

In addition to the production and 
distribution of curriculum related cap- 
tioned videotape programs, the Media 
Centre is involved in the development 
and dissemination of various educa- 
tional computer software materials, 

The expanded and modemized Com- 
puter Services Section provides 
facilities for the conversion of existing 
and new educational computer soft: 
ware for the hearing impaired and the 
visually impaired. 

‘The Centre receives master copies of 
computer software developed by the 
Ontario Educational Software Service 
for ICON, Commodore, Apple and IBM 
‘computers and prepares copies of these 
for distribution to all the schools we 
serve, 

‘A recently revised Educational Com- 
puting Catalogue listing all MECC pro. 
grams for the Apple II computer, and 
new Video Catalogue giving a brief 
description of each of our captioned 
videotape programs are available also 
from the Media Centre. 

The staff at the Centre plan to con- 
tinue providing hearing impaired 
students and their teachers with top 
quality instructional television pro- 
grams and computer software 
materials. 


Resource Services 
hold workshops 


Resource Services Department at 
The Sir James Whitney School recent- 
ly offered two workshops at our cam- 
pus. These two workshops were design- 
ed for teachers and support personnel 
who deal with hearing impaired 
children in the regular classroom 
setting, 

The first workshop began with the 
participants inserting earplugs into 
their ears to simulate a 30dB conduc- 
tive hearing loss, With these in place a 
teacher presentation was made in such 
a way to cause confusion for the par- 
ticipants as proper teaching strategies 
were ignored for purposes of the 
demonstration. Follow-up discussion 
highlighted proper teaching techniques 
suitable for dealing with hearing im- 
paired students in their classrooms. 
Other topics that were addressed dur- 
ing the day included types of hearing 
losses, hearing aids and FM systems, 
classroom management, and available 
resources. 

There was a wide range of presenters 
throughout the day. Among them were 
our Program Director, Pat Healey, 
Audiologist, Liz Rannard, Hearing Aid 
Technician, John Heron and the Educa- 
tional Consultants, Dianne Wilson, 
Don Taylor | and Laurel 
(Cruise-Alkenbrack 

The second workshop focused on 
language and reading. Program ideas 
and classroom materials were shared in 
response to the needs that were express- 
ed by the teachers themselves. Since 
the whole school day for hearing 
impaired children is language oriented, 
there is a need to assist in facilitating 
Ianguage development in all subject 
areas. 

This second workshop created such 
interest that two sessions were 
necessary to accommodate the large 
number of participants. Each of the 
three sessions were attended by approx- 
imately 25 people. Interest has also 
been shown by Boards of Education 
which are located too far away to attend 
these local functions. In order to ac- 
commodate this need, the Consultants 
plan to present the workshop in centres 
such as Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay and 
Pembroke. 

With the implementation in regular 
schools of Bill 82, and increased 


tempts to address the special needs of 
some students, the Resource Services 
Program at Sir James Whintey School 
has grown in an attempt to broaden 
assistance to teachers with hearing im- 
paired children in their classrooms. 
Workshops such as these are part of the 
ongoing attempt to provide support to 
personnel within the School Boards. 


Laurel Cruise-Alkenbrack, 
Educational Consultant. 


Sexual abuse 
Therapist Course 


In collaboration with The Sir James 
Whitney School, Youthabilitation Inc. 
and Ontario interpreter Service, I was 
able to take part in an eight-week Sex. 
ual Abuse Therapist Course, 

This course consisted of meeting 
with Dr. Susan Beckett, a local 
psychologist, for three hours of instruc 
tion weekly, and on Monday aftemoons 
after school, I acted as co-leader for a 
group of eighty sexually abused young 
females 

The training sessions were geared to 
teach me the various mechanics and 
counselling skills required to help sex- 
ually abused victims at different levels 
of therapy. Some of the areas covered 
were: 

— indicators of child sexual abuse 

— in-depth explanation of different 

kinds of sexual abuse 

— “at risk’ factors 

— spectrum of sexual abusive 

behaviors 

— goals of sexual abuse therapy and 

how to meet them 

— initial assessment and interview- 

ing skills 

— defense mechanisms 

— role playing, etc. 

This course was invaluable to me 
since sexual abuse is being reported 
more frequently as children and 
adolescents learn they can tell someone 
and expect this person to help them. 
The experience I gained with “hands 
on” training was very beneficial and 
will help me to set up similar groups for 
deaf children in the future if the need 
arises, 

In closing, I wish to thank Pat Healey 
for supporting my involvement in this 
course, Guy Buller for having granted 
his permission, and last but not least, 
my interpreter Craig Bames who did an 
excellent job of interpreting such a dif- 
ficult and sensitive course. 
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Infirmary 


Many parents may have questions 
about the role of the infirmary. It is 
hoped that this article will give you 
some insight into the health services 
that are provided for your child. 

The Infirmary at SJW is a familiar 
area to all students. The main function 
is to keep the children well and in 
school, through prevention and treat- 
ment of illnesses. Staffing is provided 
by eight registered Nurses: Mrs. Gwen 
Dewar, Supervisor, two full-time nurses 
and five part-time nurses. The Infir 
mary is staffed twenty-four hours a day 
when students are on campus. Dr. J. 
Stock, the school physician, attends to 
the students needs and refers to a 
specialist if required. 

There are twenty-six beds for in- 
patients as well as facilities for isola- 
tion for any contagious disorder. In ad 
dition, there are two day-rooms for 
students with minor complaints, who 
are observed and either retumed to 
class or admitted as necessary. 

Before any child can be treated, writ- 
ten parental consent must be received. 
Blue medical forms are included in the 


admission information package, and 
this must be received annually. The In- 
firmary staff should be informed of any 
changes in OHIP coverage, emergency 
phone numbers, allergies, etc. Prior to 
initial admission, students are required 
to have a complete physical 
examination. 

Sick parade is held each moming 
betore school. All medications and 


treatments are given in the Infirmary, 
at the appropriate times. No medica 
tion may be kept in the residence, 
because of school policy. If a student, 
brings medication from home, it should 
be brought directly to the Infirmary 
clearly labelled with instructions for its 
se 

The following services are provided 
for the students: 

—ENT (Ear, Nose & Throat} Clinic 
is held once a month with Dr. Miran- 
da, the school Otolaryngologist, 

“immunization clinics to keep 
students up-to-date with boosters: flu 
shots given annually (with parents 
consent], 

—height, weight, hemoglobin and 
routine urinalysis are monitored 
annually, 

—a yearly vision test done by the 
nursing staff, because vision is of vital 
importance to hearing impaired 
students, a complete eye examination 
is done every 23 years by an op- 
thalmologist (Dr. E.G. Patterson} to 
screen for Usher's Syndrome (retinitis 
pigmentosa). Other vision problems 
may also be indentified at this time, 
with appropriate action taken, 

—emergency care (including dental 
emergencies} 

—scoliosis screening 

In order to provide total health care 
for your chidren, it is important that, 
any additional medical information or 
concems be directed to the infirmary. 


c 
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Cochlear 
Implants 


In recent years a surgical procedure 
to help profoundly deaf adults and 
children hear has been developed. This 
is the cochlear implant. The cochlear 
implant stimulates the auditory nerve 
electrically and this is perceived as 
sound. 

1, The Cochlear Implant 

‘The cochlear implant consists of two 
main parts, the internal part which is 
surgically implanted and the external 
part which is wom like a body-style 
hearing aid, The internal part consists 
of an internal receiver or induction coil 
and a wire or active electrode. The in- 
temal receiver sits on the bone behind 
the ear, just underneath the skin. The 
wire comes from the internal receiver 
and passes into the inner ear or cochlea. 
This is all under the skin, and no part 
passes through the skin. The external 
part consists of a microphone, a signal 
processor, and an extemal induction 
coil. The microphone picks up the 
sound and changes it into a small elec. 
trical current, The signal processor 
modifies the current and sends it to the 
external transmitter where it is chang- 
ed to a magnetic field. When the exter- 
nal coil is placed behind the ear, against 
the intemal coil, the magnetic field 
causes the electrical current to flow 
through the internal coil and the wire. 
This electrical current “stimulates” the 
hearing nerve. 

‘The signal processor is worn ina way 
the user finds most comfortable. It can 
go ina shirt pocket, or bra, be clipped 
to the belt, or can be worn in a hamess 
like a body-style hearing aid. The 
microphone is wom in one of several 
places: 

1, mounted on eyeglass frames, 
2. in a loose fitting earmold on the 
same side as the implant, 

clipped in the hair, 

. fit over the ear, 

mounted on a tie tack or clip. 

‘The extemal transmitter is wom 
directly over the internal receiver and 
is held in place by a magnet. 

2. Candidates 

Candidates for cochlear implants are 
those who have profound bilateral sen- 
sorineural hearing loss and receive no 
measurable benefit from a hearing aid. 
The children must be at least two years 
old to be implanted and must be respon- 
sible hearing aid users. To date very few 
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implants have been performed on 
children as this is still an experimen- 
tal process. 

The implant is done on the worst ear 
and a regular ear level hearing aid 
worn on the other ear. 

3. Cochlear Implant Program — House 
Ear Institute 

The cochlear implant program re- 
quires a lot of time and effort by the 
child and the parent. 

Act first, there is the selection period 
Two days are required to test the child 
to see if they are an appropriate can- 
didate. This consists of audiological 
testing, speech and language testing, 
and talking with people who know the 
child, i.e. school professionals. 

Once the child is determined to be a 
suitable candidate, surgery is schedul- 
ed. Involved are pre-surgery appoint- 
ments, surgery, and the hospital stay. 
This takes five days. The child then 
retums home and waits for the incision, 
to heal 

One to two months after surgery the 
child retums for basic guidance. This 
takes approximately twenty hours with 
atherapist. The external portion of the 
implant is given to the child and elec- 
trical stimulation is begun, In basic 
guidance, the signal processor is ad- 


Audiological Services — 
Hearing Aids 


Our students are continuing to put 
more reliance on their personal ear 
level (over the ear) hearing aids, Im- 
provements in hearing aid technology 
is very noticeable now with a much 
wider choice of models in the leading 
makes handled by The Sir James 
Whitney School. Presently there are no 
personal body aids (pocket type} in use 
The popularity of the all-in-the-ear 
and the canal aids is increasing with 
adult hard of hearing people, The hear- 
ing aid firms must keep abreast with 
this development if they are to survive. 
The new lines and models are coming 
on the market in ever increasing 
numbers 
Nonmand Fleurant is our first student 
to be fitted with an ITE all-in-the-car 
type. This special aid was more suitable 
for him from a fitting standpoint as he 
has a more moderate hearing loss than 
other students at our school. 
John Heron 
Hearing Aid Technician 


justed so that the settings are at acom- 
fortable “listening” level, Audiological 
testing is done to measure what is 
heard. The training that teaches the 
child how to use the sound is begun. A 
close friend or relative is involved 
because they will do therapy sessions 
at home. After basic guidance, the child 
returns home 

There is a six-month follow-up and 
an annual follow-up. These take one to 
two days for each visit, 
It is also required that auditory train- 
ing be done at school and at home. 
There is a manual with activity sugges- 
tions for the home as well as home 
assignments that need to be completed 
and retumed to the clinic. 
4. Advantages and Disadvantages of the 
cochlear implant 

People who have the cochlear im- 
plant do not have normal hearing 
Those who had hearing and lost it 
report the sound being very different. 
They can hear people talking, but do 
not hear clearly enough to understand. 
People who have never heard before 
Teport sensations in the head which 
they leam to associate with hearing, 

Learning to use the sounds takes a 
long time. At first, all signs are alike. 
Gradually the implant user leams to 
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I have been asked for a brief 
biography before talking about some of 
my projects here. Iam married to a 
psychologist, and we have three 
children, 7, 5, and 2. In free time I have 
apart from transporting kids to swim: 
ming and piano lessons, I enjoy playing 
soccer and squash. I have a Bachelor's 
degree in Psychology from the Univer 
sity of Victoria, a Master's in Educa: 
tional Psychology from the University 


distinguish, but some things they may 
never learn to distinguish. 

Implant users cannot understand 
speech through hearing alone. They can 
hear the rhythm pattern and intensity 
of speech. This sound aids them in 
speechreading 

Some implant users can tell the dif- 
ference in people's voices. One benefit 
for the implant user is that they hear 
and monitor their own voice. They can 
tell if they are too loud or not loud 
enough. 

Medium and loud sounds can be 
heard by the implant user. Most tones 
above 1000Hz sound the same in pitch. 
The major advantage of the cochlear 
implant is the cues it provides the user 
to monitor the intensity and timing of 
speech. 

Psychological testing with some 
children reveals calmer behaviour and 
longer attention span after receiving the 
implant. Speech production may also 
improve in some children. 

More evaluation and research into 
cochlear implants is needed, As this is, 
still a new surgical procedure, further 
improvements will be made in the 
future. 


of Waterloo, and a PH.D. in Clinical 
Psychology from Queen's. [have work- 
ed in Hamilton, Kingston, and 
Belleville, with a variety of children 
with physicial handicaps. 

Itry to look at behavior problems in 
two ways. The first is to focus on ways 
that counsellors, teachers, parents, and 
peers can influence a student. Second- 
ly, Lfcel very strongly that prevention 
of problems is important. 

Two of the programs I have been 
working on illustrate these two 
orientations. 

‘The programs attempt to meet the 
social and emotional needs of the 
students at Sir James Whitney School. 
The first is an opportunity for the 
students to get together at lunchtime 
with Mrs. Germain and me to talk in- 
formally. The sessions are open to any 
student who is interested. We have 
stressed that anything shared is private 
and there is to be no gossiping about 
other students or adults. We want to 
focus on the student's strengths and 
abilities and on positive, constructive 
activities, We hope that the students 
will learn ways to make decisions and 
solve problems responsibly. 

The other program is the Peer Helper 
Project. We have asked the students 
and staff in the Senior School about stu- 
dent leaders and helpers and have now 
compiled a list of possible candidates. 
We will be starting shortly, a training 
program similar to programs used in 
many high schools across Canada. The 
students will be available to provide 
social support to other students (par- 
ticularly new students to the school} 
and will serve, we hope, as role models 
for appropriate behaviour. 


Ken Palmer, Ph.D., C. Psych., 
Psychologist 


Open House ... 
for better or worse 

(Often my job asa Resource Services 
Consultant demands that I tour people 
around our school and occasionally, due 
to circumstances, these tours are te- 
quested without’ much notice. Stu- 
dent's parents, parents of a child who 
is a potential candidate for admission, 
classroom assistants working with a 
former student or teachers who are con- 
sidering becoming teachers of the deaf, 
etc., etc., sometimes just “drop in” and 
would like to see The Sir James 
Whitney program. 


When this happens and Iam assigned 
these visitors, I am placed in a 
somewhat delicate situation. I can't 
very well say, “Get lost, Open House 
is in May!” — I would really like to 
make these people feel as welcome as 
possible, but, on the other hand, I am 
often reminded of that embarrassed 
look on my mother's face when great- 
aunt Grace “dropped in’’ at noon, and 
the beds weren't made and newspapers, 
were spread all over the kitchen. I im- 
mediately begin to wonder how well 
the staff will react to several unan- 
nounced visitors. As a result, I usually 
try to phone ahead and let people know 
that guests are in the school and are in- 
terested in a particular area, but 
sometimes it’s not always possible to 
contact all people in all areas that may 
be involved. {Imagine if you will, the 
following announcement over the P.A. 
system, “Attention! Attention! All 
staff, We have parents of a prospective 
student visiting. Please ensure all beds, 
are made and all newspaper are picked 
up.”) 

Inever feel entirely comfortable sur- 
prising members of our staff with unan- 
nounced guests. However, . . .and this 
is the point I'm trying to make, of all, 
the times I have conducted such im- 
promptu tours, and sprung surprise 
visitors on various staff members, I 
have never seen that “Oh my gosh, the 
beds aren't made” look, Without excep- 
tion, staff members have been very 
gracious, warm, friendly, and have 
made the visitors feel welcome. 

‘Although most would never admit it, 
I suspect that many first-time visitors, 
come to our school with the 
preconceived notion that Sir James 
Whitney is a cold sterile institution 
filled with silent and unusual students 
cared for by an equally silent and 
unusual staff. However, visitors never 
take that notion home with them. It 
has been my experience that visitors 
seldom leave our campus without be- 
ing favorably impressed in some way or 
another, and, although that facilities 
are impressive, (Wow! That's the big- 
gest gym I've ever seen”, “That pool is 
absolutely beautiful,” etc) it is the 
people and their welcoming attitude 
that make the most lasting impression. 
When a mother is considering sending 
her five-year-old perhaps hundreds of 
miles away to a special school, she may 
be pleased that her child will be able to 
use the wonderful poollgym facilities 
on a regular basis, but it is how she 
perceives the people who will interact 
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with and care for her child that makes 
the most impact. 

We all know that first impressions 
are very powerful and, as someone 
more clever that I once said, "You 
never get a second chance to make a 
first impression.” I think that we as Sir 
James Whitney staff can be very proud 
that our impressions are usually very 
good. 

Don Taylor 


Parents met on 
Learning Weekends 


The Spring and Fall of 1986 provided 
an opportunity for the friends and fami- 
ly of our students to come together for 
a common goal — Sign Language. 

For many of our parents, the chance 
to develop signing skills in their home 
community is not available. Many 
reasons contribute to this — whether 
it be scheduling weekly classes in an 
already hectic timetable or a lack of ser- 
vices in isolated communities 

A signing weekend seeks to over 
come these difficulties and meet the 
needs of many of our parents, The focus 
of the weekend is certainly to improve 
signing capability, but other areas of 
concem are also explored. The informal 
nature of the program allows parents to 
pursue other areas such as behaviour, 
difficulties with the extended family 
and the hearing impaired child and the 
future outlook for their children. 

The leaders involved in the weekend 
are dedicated and skilled individuals 
with a sincere desire to share their 
knowledge and experiences with the 
group. The majority are hearing 
impaired themselves and therefore 
bring a special validity to the program. 

The first evening is a time to build 
group rapport and a trusting environ- 
ment, Body movement activities in the 
form of non-verbal games are played to 
“Joosen up’ the individuals and in- 
crease interaction among the group. 
The first evening may also include a 
discussion of particular interest to 
some parents in the group and to pro- 
vide a well-rounded curriculum, 

‘The Fall Signing Weekend also spon- 
sored a Wine and Cheese Social to 
create an opportunity for more sharing 
among the families present. This was 
held in the very elegant Superinten- 
dent's Residence on our campus. 
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to 
greet old friends and make new ones. 


Saturday morning, the participants 
got down to serious work. Everyone 
‘was encouraged to bring with them: 

—lots of enthusiasm 
—desire to learn 
—willingness to work 

Everyone responded well to this 
challenge, The groups were designed to 
meet the individual needs of the people 
attending. Keith Dorschner and Bill 
Gregory guided their groups through 
basic level communication. The cur- 
riculum included sign vocabulary as 
well as components of the language 
which enhance greater understanding 
(facial expression, durability, etc) 

The ‘oldtimers’, that is the people 
‘who had previously attended a Signing 
Weekend, spent the day under the 
direction’ of Craig Bames. This ad- 
vanced group examined and demon- 
strated techniques for expanding com- 
munication through means other than 
vocabulary building. Body language, 
gesture, facial expression and a seman- 
tic approach combined to offer a unique 
learning experience. 

‘Another group was aslo initiated for 
the Fall Weekend, a “sibling group" led 
by Monique Germaine and enjoyed by 
all the youthful participants. This 
special group of children all shared a 
unique experience, growing up in a 
family with a hearing impaired brother 
or sister. This weekend enabled these 
children to express their feelings, 
positive and negative in a relaxed and 
friendly situation. Drama was an im- 
portant element in this program as 
well. Some vocabulary was introduced. 
Just listen to any sibling arguments and 
you can guess the kind of signs they 
were anxious to learn 

The final segment of the day exam- 
ined some social implications for our 
students, The deaf culture phenomena 
was examined in contrast to hearing 
culture as the generally accepted norms 
of society. Two of our leaders ended the 
program with an account of their for- 
mative years and some reflections on 
their experiences as a deaf individual. 

The enthusiasm generated during 
these weekends guarantees its con- 
tinuation. Faces, new and old, are 
always welcomed Hope to see you in 
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The Quinte Association 
for Hearing Impaired Children 


The Quinte Association for Hearing- 
Impaired children (the local Quinte 


area parent group) reaches out to 
parents of students at Sir James 
Whitney School, who may be visiting 
from out of town. Perhaps you are one 
coming a long distance to visit your 
child and would weléome the invita- 
tion to stay at the home of another 
family. Read on to the following notice 
from members of the association. 


Dear Parents: 
Listed below are names of parents 
and grandparents you may feel free to 
contact when visiting Sir James 
Whitney. We all have hearing impaired 
children in our families and are open to 
discuss any concems you may have 
with your own children. 
1, Bonnie English (Doug) 
Two hearing impaired girls; both 
in off-campus programs; 966.9610 
2, Helen Bickle (Vern) 
Helen is a deaf adult. One hear- 
ing impaired girl, Junior School 
(TTY and Visual Ear) 966-4905: 
3, fill Roschaert (Bob) 
One hearing impaired girl, Junior 
School. (Visual Ear] 966-4770 
4. Yvonne Barrow (Bertram) 
One hearing impaired grand- 
daughter, Junior School. 
962-5426. 
5. Diane Wainwright (Mark) 
One hearing impaired girl, Junior 
School. 966-0862. 

The association publishes a monthly 
newsletter on our meetings and ac- 
tivities. If you would like to receive a 
copy of the newsletter, please address 
your letter to: 

‘Quinte Association for Hearing- 

Impaired Children 
clo Sir James Whitney School 
Resource Centre 


Belleville, ON KSP 1B2 


“Streetproofing” means 
Personal Safety 


Constable Brooks of the Communt- 
ty Services Branch of the Belleville 
Police Force came to talk with our 
senior students on the subject of 
““Streetproofing”. He gave the students 
a very clear message of situations to 
look out for and some very valuable in- 
formation to help the students be more 
aware of their personal safety. 
‘Abductors use many methods to lure 
children, but some of the most com- 
mon methods are: asking for help in 
locating a lost kitten, asking directions 
toa certain place; saying they have car 
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trouble and trying to get the child 
(teenager) into the car; offering candy 
or gifts for the individual to come in the 
car with them. 

Some suggestions all students could 
take advantage of were as follows: 

1) Never go to a car even if someone 
is signalling for them. Stay away from 
the driver's side as the driver could 
reach out and grab you. There could 
also be someone in the back seat. Say 
NO - Get away - Tell someone 

2) If someone seems to be following 
you in a car or on foot tell someone. Try 
to get a license plate number or descrip- 
tion of the person if possible. 

3) Stay out of parking lots, construc- 
tion sites, alleys, or any place where 
they cannot seek immediate hel 

4) Always if possible go places in 
pairs with a friend, Practise the buddy 
system. 

5) Use a code word known only to 
you and your parents. 

6) If you are in trouble, scream loud. 
For the hearing impaired having a whis- 
tle and blowing it hard and for a long 
time will bring the help you are 
seeking. 

7) If you are not going to be home on 
time have someone call your parents 
and let them know. 

8) If you are in need of help go to @ 
Block Parent, fire hall, store or police 
station. 

'9) Know the number for the police in 
your area, The Belleville number 
is—9623456 

By the participation the students 
demonstrated it was obvious that they 
had a very keen interest in this subject, 
and their questions were very good and 
interesting. 

Constable Brooks, with the use of 
overhead material, demonstrated to the 
students how important it is to be 
observant. If you feel someone is 
following you or gives you a feeling of 
being uncomfortable try to remember 
a few things like the colour of their 
hair, height, weight approximate, skin 
colour etc. These may all be very 
valuable pieces of information. Also, if 
a vehicle is involved, the colour, size 
and license can be scratched on the 
sidewalk, in the snow or in the mud. 

Constable Brooks was very sincere in 
his presentation and his asking the 
students to Please Take Care. We too 
ask the students to Take Care and 
remember Say No — Get Away — Tell 
Someone. 


From the Residences:. 


Sundance Residence News Flash 

Guess who recently became the first 
500 club members? You are absolutely 
right if you guessed Shawn Moses and 
Jason Lalonde. 

To become famous like Shawn and 
Jason, you must accumulate 500 points 
on our residential Home Token Pro- 
gram. In other words, you must 
demonstrate that you are responsible 
and mature. 

Jason and Shawn now enjoy extra 
privileges and greater independence in 
the Sundance residential program. 

‘The counsellors in the Sundance 
residence are very proud of Jason and 
Shawn's achievements and they serve 
as good examples to their peers. 

“Way to go Jason and Shawn.” 

Mr. John Wilson, 
Supervising Residence Counsellor, 
Sundance Residence 


RAINBOW RESIDENCE 

Rainbow Residence is the home for 
ten junior {intermediate) aged girls. 
These girls include Angel Bourre, Lori 
Caruk, Michelle Marier, Jenny En- 
dicott, Jenny Lynch, Laura Mahoney, 
Danielle Griska, Heather Nichols, 
Kathy Carson and Angela Hart. The 
counsellors involved with this pro- 
gramme are: Connie Doombos, Judy 
Buffam and Patty Preston. 

Recently the maintenance staff 
worked diligently tuming two store 
rooms into a kitchen. Also our living 
space has been enlarged to include 
another large room. With the use of this, 
room we have been able to entertain on 
various occasions. We hosted a 
Christmas Tea for teachers, support 
staff and administrators. Sundance boys 
residence (our counterpart] have’ en- 
joyed visiting on various occasions also. 

The students enjoy the privacy, 
roominess and independence that Rain- 
bow Residence provides. 

WE. Pleizier 


WAKE-UP PROGRAM 

During the school year, the Dorm 11 
Sundance boys have been given the op- 
portunity to experience how the deaf 
‘wake-up in the morning with che neip 
of a timer and lamp. I feel that it is 
necessary for them to get the exposure 
now and it fosters independence at an 
early age. 


The program works out by schedul- 
ing one boy per week, the responsibil- 
ity of setting up the timer which is 
plugged into the wall outlet. The timer 
has a lamp plugged into it and it sits on 
a small table right next to the bed. The 
timer is set for 6:45 and comes on with 
the light and wakes the boy up before 
the counsellor enters to tum the lights 
on at 7:00 a.m, Each boy has a chance 
to experience it for a week then they 
take alternate tums until the end of the 
school term. A schedule is posted in 
their designated area to assist them in 
knowing when their tum comes up. 
The boys seem to benefit from the 
use of the devices and they are en- 
couraged to use a similar device in the 
future when they become independent. 
Bill Gregory, 
Residence Counsellor 2, 
Sundance 


Family Living Program 

‘The Family Living Program which is 
offered to the Dorm 11 Sundance boys 
is a program for them to take advantage 
of throughout the school year. The fon 
cept behind this program focuses on the 
changes they experience during their 
developmental stages as an adolescent. 

During the sessions, which take 
place every Thursday evening for 45, 
minutes, we discuss several topics. The 
list of topics that are introduced are per- 
sonal hygiene, proper etiquette, human 
growth and development, problem solv- 
ing, decision-making and human sex- 
uality. It is mostly done in group ses- 
sions and individual sessions are offered 
whenever some privacy is requested. 
The sessions consist of group discus- 
sions, “fireside” chats and question 
periods where they are encouraged to 
be open and comfortable in bringing up 
issues that they are uncertain of or un- 
comfortable with. I try to answer them 
as much as possible by giving them the 
true facts as occasionally the boys have 
a tendency to make assumptions about 
things happening around them. 

This program has been successful for 
the last year and has been of interest to 
the boys from observing their participa- 
tion in the sessions. They keep on ask- 
ing for new topics to discuss and always 
look forward to attending to absorb the 
information they need to know 
everyday. 

Bill Gregory, 
Residence Counsellor 2, 
Sundance 
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by J. W. Hodgson, C.StJ. 


Part V 


Tree Planting 


Since the Ministry, Dr. Demeza, my 
fellow teachers and the students have 
seen fit to remember in a very tangible 
way the tree planting programme 
undertaken I should put it into 
sequence. 


Before doing so I would like to 
briefly mention the hundreds of 
bouquets of flowers, especially the 
tulips and daffodils, which my pupils 
and I distributed to every area of the 
school, left on classroom window sills, 
at doorways or given to those who 
visited the shop. The school's motto 
expressed to me when I first went 
there is, “the greatest happiness is 
found in making others happy. What 
better method is there of bringing 
happiness, perhaps cheering up one's 
day, giving a class something new to 
talk about, or just plain developing the 
love of flowers, then to give an 
unexpected bouquet. By 1954 we had 
over five thousand bulbs from 
snowdrops to late tulips growing 
around the campus and we cut over 
half of them to give awayyear after 
year. 

Unlike the planting of annuals, bulbs 
and shrubswhen one plants trees it is 
done to benefit not one but TWO 
generations hence. Most of the trees 
which we planted in earlier years will 
provide little shade until the turn of 
the centurywhile our main woods will 
not reach “full stature” until the school 
is one hundred and fifty years old. By 
then the city may encroach on the 
north end and the woods may become 


part of a city park. With this in mind 
our hillside woods has an open 
playground area in its heart. 

Our first effort, and a real failure, 
was the planting, in the spring of 1941, 
of a row of spruce trees along the 
‘western limits of the property opposite 
the orchard. These were intended as a 
windbreak to lessen the storm damage 
on the apples. When the school moved 
to the city these small trees were 
unattended and choked out, 


After the war we started again on our 
long range reforestration and 
beautification project. Nut and spruce 
trees were acquired in 1946 and 
planted in a nursery plot on the south 
end of the school garden behind our 
old shop. At the same time a row of 
spruce trees was planted from the 
superintendent's back kitchen to the 
roadway with plans to trim them as a 
hedge. These did not do well so they 
were moved in the spring of ‘47 when 
we lifted the tees in the nursery plot 
A double row of spruce was planted 
from the Print Shop north to the 
boundary of the hospital where the 
tight board fence had been, We can see 
the best of these trees today. The three 
butternut trees were planted on the 
west side of the driveway in front of 
the senior girly’ residence and, 
disappointingly, they have never bome 
nuts, The ten walnut trees were 
planted in a row parallel to Palmer 
Road between the trees south of the 
senoir boys’ residence. Unfortunately 
Mr. Coles cut off the whole row with 


Constructing 
the main school 
courtyard 
fountain in 

the spring of 
1958 

Mr. Hodgson 


and his pupils 
did all the 
work 


Mr. Hodgson has been a valued teacher and supervisor of this school 
for nearly 40 years, He shares his many experiences and his extensive 
knowledge of the school's rich history in his book, “The Way It Was’, 


his horse-drawn lawn mower that same 
summer. (This same man with the 
same machine ran over the water tap 
sticking up in the front oval lawn as 
Mr. Chesher watched him.) 

We gave up tree planting for a few 
years and tumed to landscaping. To 
make summer care easier and in line 
with the trend toward mass colour we 
began in the late forties to centralize 
our perennials into beds and to 
landscape around the buildings with a 
variety of shrubbery. Peonies, iris, 
chrysanthemums, perennial phlox and 
delphiniums were planted in large 
numbers and varieties west of the 
Superintendent's house and around our 
front oval 

During this period only specimen 
trees were planted... two mountain 
ash in front of the senior girls 
residence and a Norway maple at the 
south east comer of the Junior 
residence. However by the spring of 
1953 after Dr. Demeza became 
Superintendent we were back into 
lamer plantings. In a finger of land 
which was hard to farm, just north of 
the fence and south of the old house 
foundation, we were given permission 
to plant red pine as potential school 
Christmas trees. The following spring 
we began a two-acre plot of white and 
Norway spruce west of the orchard, We 
had hoped these would form a 
windbreak and also be dense enough to 
attract birds so we planted them on 
six-foot spacing. We did about three 
quarters of the planting the first year 
and completed it in 1955. We did not 
dream that this whole planting would 
be buried three years later when the 
excavated soil from the new Junior 
school and residences was made into 
the long hill 

In 1957, after seeing a sandstone 
fountain in the parking lot of a Preston 
steakhouse and gift shop,Dr.Demeza 
asked me about the possibility of 
building one in the unsightly Main 
School courtyard. On my next trip 
home to Ayr I went to nearby Preston 
to see it and in the spring of 1958 my 
classes began the transformation of the 
quadrangle into a beauty spot. All 
crushed rock for the concrete saucer 
and all the fountain stone had to be 
carried in through the front door. A 


Pope 16, 


February/March 


thin skin of earth covered the rubble 
from the original school so dozens of 
yards of soil and fertilizer had to be 
brought in by bushel baskets and tubs 
We excavated for and planted the two 
magnolias which have been so enjoyed. 
The perimeter shrubbery was added the 
next year. 

‘On October 20,1960 we began 
recognizing the school’s birthday. As 
its ninethieth approached plans were 
‘made to have five Junior classes plant 
selected trees in row parallel to the 
‘west face of the former Junior 
residence. Dr.Demeza planted a 
Norway maple east of the roadway 
leading to Junior School and a glass 
jarcontaining the school staff list, was 
secretly deposited under it prior to the 
ceremony. The following year senior 
lasses marked the 91st birthday by 

Pe two similar trees in the space 
jen the Superintendent's tree and 
the Tunior tees. 

‘We continued to plant more trees 
that fall a8 a class project. Since the 
new Junior Buildings had been built on 
a flat open area we got permission to 
enhance the appearance of the adjacent 
grounds, At the same time we had to 
he cognizant of rumours that Highway 
2 was to be widened in coming years. 
In early November 1961 we received a 
shipment of fine five-year old oak and 
maple trees from the Department of 
Lands and Forest nursery at St 
Williams. My classes planted a row of 
these far enough inside our fence that 
they would not be lost in any widening 
operation. The following few days saw 
us planting out a pattem for a 
triangular woods in the south west 
comer of the grounds. We dug white 
ash from our property down by the bay 
to put in the wetter part and set out 


rows of silver maple and and some 
pine in the drier section. Mr. D. E. 
Kennedy, Assistant Superintendent, was 
invited to plant a special tree and we 
did this one Saturday morning. A 
stately silver maple has resulted. The 
leftover soft maples were sufficient to 
make three rows up on the brow of the 
hill behind Junior School. 

‘The next year’s project was one to 
improve the bleak look of the 
gymnasium by setting out an area of 
‘white cedars and pines to the west of 
the building, planting some ivy and 
putting in taller growing spruce along 
the south, The wrecking of that 
structure necessitated the loss of those 
latter trees, 

‘My grounds responsibility ended 
when Mr. Mayo took over in the fall of 
1963, A noon-hour fire had destroyed 
the farm buildings and Gamet Reid 
‘was able to concentrate on the grounds 
leaving Mr. Mayo able to concentrate 
‘on more shop and greenhouse work. It 
was then with the coming of 
horticultural enthusiast William (Bill) 
Jeune in March 1965 that an era of 
‘wonderful co-operation between 
“grounds” and shops saw some fine 
improvements in our campus and we 
shared many thoughts on different 
projects 

‘On the school’s 95th birthday in 
1965 Miss Florence Fitzgerald, R, N. 
and Russell Flagler planted the north 
two in a row of four Norway maples to 
give shade to the east side of the 
Junior Residence playgrounds. In the 
spring of '67, as part of marking 
Canada's centennial, Mr, Jeune planted 
flowering crabs in front of the 
Attendants Residence and along the 
sidewalk leading to the Vocational 
school. Ouat on the oval in front of the 


November 1961 
planting of 
row of special 
oak, maple 
and ash trees 
along the 
highway fence 


school two red king maples were 
‘ceremoniously put in as part of the 
Commonwealth Day programme of 
that year. 

Mr, Jeune continued his planting by 
setting up a nursery row of Carolina 
poplars. Many of these he transferred 
in the spring of 1969 along the fence 
opposite the Junior dining room. Then 
in 1970 he marked the school’s one 
hundredth birthday by planting 


complete row of soft maples all along 
the north boundary of the school at 
Harder Road. In the spring of ‘70 as we 
planned together the problems of 
planting the “Centennial woods" it was 
decided to use the last of his poplars to 
from the north rowsand for his men to 
auger out the necessary holes. Over a 
period of two weeks, starting with the 
ceremonial planting of a beautiful pine, 
#3001 on the plan, by Dr. Demeza, 
every pupil, every teacher and every 
staff member from all areas came out 
to plant a tree and have their action 
recorded. The total involvement of the 
school was a most heart-warming 
exercise to participate in. 

This massive planting on the slope 
north west of the school was 
subsequently officially named the 
"Hodgson Woods! by Dr. Demeza on 
my retirement at Christmas 1977. The 
Minister of Education, the Honourable 
Thomas Wells who had just unveiled 
the wall plague seemed pleased with 
this move. An entrance arch, so 
identifying, it was erected at the south 
east comer. I was pleased to unveil it 
in the presence of my wife, Dr and 
Mrs. Demeza, Mr. W.A. Williams, 
‘Assistant Superintendent, instruction; 
the vocational staff and students, and 
friends. 

“The school’s hundredth birthday was 
further marked on Commonwealth Day 
dy the placing of special Norway 
maples in our front oval. This time the 
‘east one was put in by the teacher 
‘with the longest service Miss 
Rosamond Van Allen and the oldest 


i) 
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The Superintendent’s Residence 


omate 
and fancy brickwork. 
‘The Superintendent's Residence is as. 
impressive on the inside as it is on the 
outside, with many interesting details 
of design in its workmanship. Entering 
into the large downstairs hallway with 
its winding staircase, the visitor is im- 
-d by the beautiful patterned wood 
‘and the large leaded glass win 


dow above the stairs. The extra wide 
‘casings around the door frames are of 

il interest as they are not usually 
of this size in buildings of this period. 
The ground floor consists of six 
spacious rooms; a formal living room 
with fireplace, a den, smaller parlour, 
and summer kit- 


Many A 
nishings of the late 1800's are still in 


character to the rooms. 
Superintendent to occupy the house: 
was Dr. J. W. Palmer, but he resigned 
ae suddenly at the end of the 

978-1979 session. Successive 
‘Superintendent's lived in the house un- 
til the early 1980's. Mrs. C. Michalski 
‘was the last Superintendent to occupy 
‘the house until she was transferred to 
‘Queen's Park in Toronto. 


When Mr, Buller became Superinten- 
dent, it was his wish to live away from 
Sega Cet a 
ed as a guest house for parents 
‘other visitors coming to the school. In 
the fall’of 1986, Mr. Buller deciced to 
‘expand the usage of the house; (1) to 
serve as a meeting area for ad- 
ministrative staff, (2) as a guest house 
for V.LP.'s who are visiting the school 
for special functions. The house will 
‘also be used to better display the 
school’s large collection of antique 
‘books and furniture as well as the 
works of art that have been donated. 
‘Mr. David Bentley, from the residence 
staff, was appointed by Mr. Buller as 
‘curator to co-ordinate these plans. Over 
the next few years, the goal will be to 
pe restore the interior of the 

1ouse to appear as it would have in the 
ate 1800's, and to ensure that the 
Hee eaacdvermmepalpat ote” 
‘total school program. 


David Bentley 
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A LOOK TO THE FUTURE 


or 
“WoUuLD YOU BUY A USED CAR FROM THIS MAN? 


Several months ago, Gary Gervis called and generously offered Sagonaska 
School some space in the April issue of The Canadian, Now everyone knows about 
Gary's honesty and hard work and interest in this publication but I started to get a 
little suspicious when he explained that one of the advantages of accepting his offer 
was that I was to receive the honour of becoming “guest editor’ for this specific issue. 
‘When I tried to get more details about this reward he mentioned something about writing 
the editorial and then quickly changed the subject. I didn’t pursue the matter further 
since I probably would not have been able to understand Gary’s answer anyway because 
Tam convinced that his tongue must have been firmly implanted in his check while 
he was talking to me about this great opportunity. I was even more dubious about his 
sincerity when he called back the next day and offered me a terrific deal on some land 
in Floridal 

‘Anyway, as a former editor of The Canadian, I can apprectiate the difficulty of 
writing something topical and interesting for the editorial page in each issue and an 
effort to “farm out” this little chore is a move that I wish Ihad thought of a few years 
ago. I decided I might use the opportunity to bring readers up-to-date about the future 
‘of Sagonaska School. 

If you were a reader of last year’s Canadian for the months of January and 
February, you may recall the piece on the historical perspective of Demonstration 
Schools, Last year we had a history but it was the future that was very uncertain. When 
Sagonaska first opened its doors as a “Demonstration School” in September, 1982 we 
‘were under what was euphemistically called a “Sunset Review’. Now my dictionary 
defines "euphemism" as a mild or indirect expression instead of one that is harsh or 
unpleasantly direct. The ruse didn’t work because everyone knew that the real intent 
was that Sagonaska and the other demonstration schools were a short term resource 
‘to assist school boards implement the special programming required by students who 
have severe learning disabilities, Staff found this to be a very threatening cloud under 
which to live, nevermind planning and delivering a highly individualized program to 
a group of very needy students. However, this proved to be a tropical sunset (they don’t 
last long in that part of the world) and the next rumour was divestment. 

Divestment included a plan to have local schoo! boards take over the operation 
of the special schools which have been administered by the Ministry of Education direct- 
ly, There were some difficulties, which were recognized quickly, about school boards 
operating residential schools so this option would have required a lot of changes in 
legislation which would at least have carried considerable delays if this route were taken. 

Moves to other cities were also considered. It was recongnized that affiliation 
with a university would permit us to add more dimensions to our in-service training 
for teachers and to take advantage of research programs to develop new methods and 
materials to assist our students, Since there is no university in Belleville this meant 
relocating, probably to London, since the University of Westem Ontario is there and 
the Robarts School for the Hearing Impaired could offer the same services as those cur- 
rently provided by the Sir James Whitney School on this campus. Finally, on December 
18, 1986 a decision was announced. A significant part of the Response to the Report 
of the Robarts Review Committee had to do with the future of demonstration schools 
Part of the statement outlined plans to “broaden the base” of the Robarts School which 
was to include, “adding ... new programs for exceptionalities such as leaming 
disabilities, aphasia and autism”, The report went on ta say that, "the school will serve 
asa Demonstration Centre for the exceptionalities served, like the Trillium, Sagonaska 
and Leger programs, encouraging exemplary programming, teacher eduication and other 
staff training programs, and applied research”. 

Staff breathed a collective murmur of support at this announcement. We feel 
itis a good decision for a couple of reasons. First ofall a number of options were carefully 
considered and one by one set aside and secondly it is a decision of growth and develop- 
ment rather than one of cutback and closure. We, at Sagonaska, look forward with 
increased vigour and enthusiasm because now there truly seems to be a future. 

By the way, I didn’t buy the land in Florida. 

W. A. Williams, Program Director 
Sagonaska Demonstration School 


Sagonaska’s 
Senior Classes 
report ... 


In September 1986, Sagonaska welcomed four- 
teen new students to our program. Most of these 
students are adolescents with varied degrees of 
severity in language learning as well as in social- 


emotional development. 


After a few weeks of diagnostic teaching, 
remediation programs were set up for the students 
in order to improve their particular processing 
deficits, increase their knowledge base (content 
subject) and to heighten their strength areas. 


Motivation is a key factor when 
working with a learning disabled 
adolescent, Therefore the students’ in- 
terests are incorporated into the lessons 
as much as possible. The students in 
the Senior 2 class showed an interest in 
motor vehicles so we developed an in- 
animate object story about the truck 
"Bigfoot. As the boys assembled the 
model truck, lessons on following diree- 
tions, vocabulary development and 
social interaction (team co-operation} 


took place. Upon completion of the 
model, the description of Bigfoot was 
written by the class, 


Some of the students are working on 
sequence and imagination stories. The 
sequence stories are used to aid the 
students in formulating and organizing 
their ideas in a coherent manner. A 
series of pictures or open-ended stories 
that are age-appropriate can be used for 
this purpose, 


This is Bigfoot, 
It ls a custom-built truck, 

It has @ Ford engine. 

It stands ten feet, six inches tall, 

it has fourteen shock absorbers, 
Bigtoot is known as the ‘monster truck”. 


‘An Imagination Story: 

“While Nick and Mary were painting 
the room, Nick saw a hole in the ceiling 
Nick told Mary and she stuck her hand 
in the hole. It sucked the hand up and 
‘Mary went with it. Nick was scared. He 
ran to his mom and dad, but he could not 
find them 50 he went back to the hole, 
It was gone, Nick was scared. He tried 
tocall the police but the phone was dead. 
He went outside but he could not see 
anyone around, The city was quiet. No 
cars were running. Nick was four at the 
time. 

Fourteen years went by and Nick was 
still in the city. It was still quiet. 
One day a car came, The windows were 
dark and it was black. The door opened, 
Two men came out. They had black 
books. The books said “Time Travel". 
Nick was still as a rock. The two men 
said “‘Come with us to the year 1986. We 
broke the time-maker, That's why time 
stopped”. Nick said “O.K.”. So Nick went 
back to the year 1986. He had so many 
questions to ask but no TIME. 

Michael Ade” 

Filmstrips, videos and stories on tape 
are also being used with our adolescents 
for developing not only written 
language skills but reading skills as 
well (inferring information based on 
given clues, forming opinions, etc.), 

One reading group in the Senior 2 
class is studing an abridged version of 
“Dracula’’. Basic decoding skills as well 
as the various levels of comprehension 
(factual, inferential, critical) are being 
taught. Discussions of the development 
ofsuspense in horror stories vs. Horror 
movies will take place to increase the 
students’ understanding of language 
usage in the different media, 

Sandra Kennerley 
and the Senior 2 Class 


ApriliMay 


The Sagonaska Off-Campus class is 
located at Hillcrest Public School. Both, 
schools work together very closey using, 
reverse integration to provide maximum 
flexiblity in programming. 

Four students are transported daily, 
They join Hillcrest students for Math, En- 
vironmental Studies, Gym and in one 
case for Reading, 


The Integrated Class 
at Hillcrest from a Visiting 
Teacher's Perspective 


Every now and then, if one is for- 
tunate, one has the privilege of observ- 
ing or participating in some educational 
programme which is truly outstanding, 
‘My part-time assignment with the inte- 
grated class at Hillcrest Public School 
has provided me with such an 
experience. 

It took only a few weeks of being 
with the class to make me aware of the 
key ingredients which provide 
Sagonaska students integrated into 
Hillcrest with such a postive ex- 
perience — welcome, support and 
understanding, 

‘There can be no doubt Sagonaska 
students are welcome in Hillcrest 
classes. Observation indicates clearly 
that they are not just tolerated drop-ins 
but active participants. The presence of 
4 Sagonaska teacher in some classes in 
which integration occurs insures that 
crucial extra help is available, both in- 
side and outside the class, without un- 
duly burdening an already very busy 


‘Sagonaska students at Hillcrest Public School: (I to r) Mrs, Pleizier (Sagonaska 
teacher}, Jonathon Lennips, Michael Girodat, Steve Benway, Michelle Caverly, 
Howie Girodat, Charles Thorn, Jason Hall, and Mrs, Binnie 


classroom teacher, Undoubtedly, it is 
this extra support which makes the dif- 
ference between simply being exposed 
to the regular curriculum and master- 
ing it, The consistent willingness of 
Hillcrest staff to discuss, consider alter- 
natives and when necessary to modify 
standard procedures cleary reflects not 
only an acceptance but an understan- 
ding of the special needs of Sagonaska 
students, 

Reflection tells me that a great deal 
of intelligent thought, open com- 
munication, and genuine co-operation 
have contributed to making the class 
what it is today, along with a recogni- 
tion and willingness to those human 
resources necessary to make integra- 


tion the most positive, productive 
situation possible for all. Would that 
there were more efforts and ciasses like 
this! 

Mrs. Lidia Binnie 


EDITOR'S NOTE 
We asked Mrs. Binnie to write this 
material about the Hillcrest program in 
order to get the impressions of someone 
from an education setting outside both 
Sagonaska and Hillcrest schools. Lidia 
comes'to us from Beechgrove Southcot- 
tage Developmental School in Kingston. 
We thank her not only for this article and 
these kind words but also for her profes- 
sional, selfless support throughout the 
year, 


Jonathon Lennips (right comer] in his integrated Reading 
Class, 


Math class with Howie, Mike and Mr. Allen 


1987 
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Report: 


The O.LS.E. 
Conference 


On December 3, 4 and 5, the Ontario 
Institute for Studies in Education held 
its first conference on Exemplary Prac- 
tice in Special Education in Ontario. 
The conference was held “to mark 
OLS.E’s 20th Anniversary celebra- 
tions”. The purpose of the conference 
was to present samples of exemplary 
practice which could be communicated 
to, and applied by teachers, consultants 
and administrators through a 
demonstration of techniques or 
materials. The conference is to be a 
showcase of the best teaching and pro- 
gramming practices in Special Educa- 
tion in Ontario. 

Individuals were invited to submit 
their work to Area Selection Commit- 
tees, then to the central Selection Com- 
mittee for final choice, Dorothy Tamer 
from Sagonaska presented this paper at 
this conference. 

Participants to Mrs. Tumer’s presen- 
tation were introduced to the 
Sagonaska Demonstration School by a 
slide presentation of the School and 
Residence environments, as well as 
other campus activities which we share 
with the Sir James Whitney School, 


Sagonaska’s 1982 mandate was to 
provide programming for L.L.D. 
children on a short term basis of 1 to 
3 years, after which students would 
return for programming to their 
homeboards. The program at Sagonaska 
has the flexibility of various 
methodologies married to a multisen- 
sory approach which focuses on atten- 
tion, retention and recall. We provide 
individualized programs in a small, pro- 
tected and caring setting. The students 
become sticcessful, then they must 
retum home. 

This was the impetus for our Integra- 
tion program, It was to be a gradual 
‘weaning from Sagonaska’s structured, 
protected and successful environment 
«a stepping stone back into the “real” 
world of their negative memories and 
latent fears of a retum to failure. 

To be successful, we felt we needed 
a host school with specific qualities: A 
quiet setting, a small population, and 
a general academic level of average or 
lower. This would ensure that our 
students would be more equal 


academically, more comfortable social- 
ly, and that they would be faced with 
less frustration. 

‘The school staff would have to be ac- 
cepting, understanding of our needs and 
flexible in their teaching strategies. We 
would need a principal who was com- 
municative, positive and open, 
someone who could build a positive 
and meaningful rapport with our 
students. We found that our needs were 
met by Belleville’s Hillcrest Public 
School. 

Our Integration program, in tum, was 
ready to respond in kind to the needs 
of the host school by providing reverse 
integration classes for identified 
students with Specific Language & 
Reading needs within a small group or 
on an individualized basis, 


Students from Sagonaska_who 
‘integrated into the Primary levels are 
expected to have academic levels equal 
to or near the integration grade level. 
Junior grade students are expected to 
have conceptual abilities at or near age 
norm. For all students, socialization 
skills at or near age norm were con- 
sidered important. 

Actual integration occurs gradually 
allowing students to feel comfortable 
with other students in non-academic 
areas like Physical Education and Art 
before expecting them to participate 
comfortably in an academic setting, In 
order for students to lear at optimum. 
levels, it is necessary for the teachers 
to provide students with extra 
assistance with understanding notes, 
organizing information, studying the 
material and expressing this knowledge 
verbally or on. paper. The Integration 
teacher must also be ready to assisi the 
regular classroom teacher with prepar- 
ing and correcting work and tests to 
facilitate the L.L.D. childs understan- 
ding. If one Sagonaska class integrates, 
into 2 or 3 regular classrooms for 
lengths of time differing from 1 petiod 
to % or full days, this means a tremen- 
dous amout of work for the Integration 
teacher in terms of organizing the day, 
preparing and teaching lessons, as well 
as adapting and following up notes and 
tests. It therefore helps if the teacher is, 
able to focus in on the “critical 
elements” within each cirriculum and 
to remain realistic about the amout of 
time it takes an LL.D. child to attend, 
process, perform and leam, compared to 
4 child of normal language ability. 

When is the L.L.D, child ready to 
retum home? Ir the student is passing 


inan integrated classroom at an accep- 
table level with minimum assistance 
from the specialist teacher, itis time to 
see if they can “go it alone”, Integration 
into the areas of Language Arts & 
Reading are the last frontiers to be 
crossed. The criteria for these areas is 
the same, But keep in mind that the 
criteria and success levels expected of 
each student are dependent on the basic 
abilities of that child. One set of 
specific criteria cannot be set. It is time 
when the language teachers, the regular 
classroom teacher, the principal and the 
parents feel that it is time. If realistic 
goals and timelines have been set, we 
must let go, We will have done our best. 


» . - A bit of history 


The Transformation 
of the Courtyard 

‘The January’87 chapter on the school's 
history entitled, “The Demeza Years” ilus- 
trates certain unique strengths and abilities 
of those who have guided the school. Past 
pupils wil recognize that thelr teachers also 
had different strengths. The fantastic 
mechanical ability of Irwin Knight or the 
great creative skills of Maurice Bradshaw 
and of Ken Graham are just some 


examples, 

Nelther of my predecessors were “farm 
boys", One was interested in science and 
the other in things mechanical, My 
background probably influenced the pro- 
Jects for which I will be remembered. Here 
is one. 

In 1938 the Main School courtyard was 
2 “wasteland” of moss, sickly weeds and 
chunks of bricks sticking up through the 
thin clay overlay, Below the surface, to this 
day, lies several feet of rubble from the 
destruction of the original school in May 
1922. It was believed useless to do anything 
with the area, so, nothing was done. 

When the Federal govemment turned 

(continued on page 5) 


Apnllstay 


‘My name is Michael Ade. I live in 
Ottawa, I'm 14 years old. I like to build 
models, 


My name is Phil Etherington fom 
Alexandria. My hobbies are skate- 
boarding and football. 


Katie Geraghty lives in Greenwood 
near Pickering. She came to Sagonaska 
from a Grade 7 class, She is 15 years old 
and a very talented flutist. She takes a 
Grade 9 music course at Centennial 
Secondary School each afternoon. 


I'm Davey Graham. I'm from 
Moosonec, Ontario, I'm 14 years old. 1 
like art, swimming and girls, 


New Students 
at Sagonaska — 1986 


Although Sagonaska is a small school 
with an enrollment of only 40 students, 
we have a significant number of new 
admissions each year. The reason for 
this is that the average stay at this 
school is about three years. Last 
September was a typical school open- 
ing for us when we welcomed 14 new 
students, These boys and one girl came 
tous from a variety of locations across 
the province — from St. Clair Beach on 
the west, to Alexandria on the east and 
Moosonee to the north. If you check 
these locations on a map of Ontario you 
will understand that Sagonaska is 
tnuly a “provincial” school. 


Jason Hall is from “The Valley,” the 
Ottawa valley to be more specific, His 
home is in Almonte and he attended St. 
‘Mary's School last year, Jason is 12 years 
old. 


Gregory Holmes home is in St. Clair 
Beach, near Windsor, He is 11 years old 
and last year attended GI 

Residential and Day School in Windsor. 


Billy Little: has been a close neighbour 
to Sagonaska all his life. His home is in 
‘Newcastle which is about 75 kilometers 
west of Belleville, Billy is 11 years old 
and last year he attended Newcastle 
Public School. 


I'm Albert Lavergne from Ottawa, 
Ontario. I'm 13 years old. I Tike to 
wrestle and play football. I'm very 
interested in girls. 
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My name is Brian King. 1 live in 
Huntsville, Ontario. I am 14 years old. 
My hobbies are lacrosse, swimming, 
motorbikes, skateboarding. I have a 
lovely girlfriend, 


Murray Schuurman’s favourite sport 
is hockey, He played in the Thessalon 
Minor Hockey League for nine years. In 
Belleville he played on the Stephen 
Licence team. Murray likes to drive 
three-wheelers, snowmobiles and motor- 
bikes on snowy and muddy trails, 


Darcy Schuurman and his older 
brother, Murray, come from Thessalon in 
northwestem Ontario. Darcy is 11 years 
old and last year he attended Thessalon 
Public School, 


Dayid Underhill likes to build models, 
expecially car and ai 

fix engines and repair his own motor. 
bike. He also has a pet pidgeon named 
Chase and Bude bind named Jacke 
David enjoys at Sagonaska but 
likes to Sane home on weekends. 


My name is Wade Stewart. I live in 
Huntsville, Lam 14, turing 15 on july 
11, My hobbies are camping, fishing, 
wrestling and swimming, 


Jason Verdun’s favourite sport is 
baseball which he plays at home with all 
his friends. Jason has a German Shepherd 
dog named Buddy. Buddy stands guard 
over Jason's small brother Robert and 
makes sure he keeps out of trouble, 


COURTYARD (from page 3) 

over #51T.S. from the airforce back to our 
school in mid-1944 people could see that 
an etfort had been made to grow something 
tn several long narrow flower beds. The 
work had been done by airmen, as punish- 
ment for various service infractions. They 
had thei jail cells in the south-east comer 
of the basement and the Orderly Corporal 
of the day could easily keep an eye on them 
working in the courtyard. There was no 
escape since the basement windows were 
barred. 

Ih 1957 the Superintendent asked me if 
| would build a fountain in the courtyard. 
Dr. Demeza described one which he and 
Mrs. Demeza had seen at a steakhouse-gift 
shop in thenorth end of Preston. Ona trip 
to my home tn the area I went to see the 


fountain, Ours must be better. 

It would have a twelve foot concrete 
saucer with a twofoot crushed rock path 
around it. The pyramidal fountain would 
havea concrete core once our plumber had 
Dut in necessary water pipes. Then slabs of 
local limestone would form the overlapping 
layers so that the water dripped down, 

‘The construction work, in the spring of 
1958, went on for several weeks as we not, 
only bull the fountain but also excavated 
the bricks and rubble from the two five-foot 
holes in which we planted the magnolia 
trees, 


Dr. Demeza had to have had much faith 
in the final results or he would have ended 
itafter the first couple of days. Every ounce 
of the gravel, cement, stone slabs, and the 
earth for the trees had to be carried in pails 


‘or bushel baskets, and some on our shoes, 
through the front doors, rotunda and main 
hall. The broken bricks went out the same 
route, There was no other way. 

In subsequent years the foundation plan- 
tings were put in, the impoverished earth 
was fertlized, a ring flower-bed was put 
around the fountain and the grass was cut 
regularly, 

Because the top of the fountain was a 
shower head which could be removed, I 
could sureptitiously put small bags of 
Potassium permanganate in it under the 
cap. At times, when there were visitors in 
Main School, they would be surprised to see 
pink water coming from the fountain. It 
Would last about twenty minutes, That was 
NOT one of Dr. Demeza’s suggestions. 

4J.W,, Hodgson 
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Sagonaska’s Off-Campus Class 


at Centennial Secondary School 


Jeff Janse and a buddy in the Centennial Greenhouse. 


Kelly Coe (with scarf] and Kathleen Stewart (fourth from left) 
in Mrs. Chapman's Home Economics class 


This year Sagonaska is pleased to 
have an off campus class at Centennial 
Secondary School, Hastings County 
Board of Education. In the first semester 
four Sagonaska students were at 
Centennial full time along with six part 
time students, With the help of Mr. 
Ron Harris, one of the vice principals 
and people like Mrs. Dorothy Ellis and 
other department heads these ten 
students were integrated into classes 
with eleven Centennial teachers, The 
classes include Services, Occupational, 
General and Advanced Level Courses. 
These ten students received a total of 
twenty-one credits 

In the second semester, there are 
eight full time students and four part 
time students in this off campus class. 
These students are again integrated in- 
to classes with eleven Centennial 
teachers but not all the same teachers 
as last semester. The courses they have 
taken and are taking include English, 
Math, Science, Art, Music, Computer 
Studies, Phys Ed., Driver Education and 
several Occupational Shops. Through 
the shop programs the eight full-time 
students participate in six or cight 
weeks of work experience. 

The students are enjoying their 
classes here and have made many new 
friends in the integrated setting. 

Sagonaska School would like to 
thank the Hastings County Board of 
Education for providing us with such 
positive and productive leaming experi- 
ences. We applaud the talents and co- 
operative attitude of the Centennial 
Staff and our own exemplary educator 
Mrs. Joan Johnston. 


Katie Geraghty in Mr. Emerson's 
music class 


Mary Craig 
worked in the 
school cafeteria 


Some students 
have real 
work experiences 


Nick Godfrey in the 
Sports Section at 
Towers Department Store 


Wayne Berends at Food City 


Apsititay, 


From the Residences: 


Tiger Dance 


One October evening, Vavey 
Graham had a great idea. "Let's have a 
dance’ he said, He wanted to have a 
“Caim” dance. After some preliminary 
discussion, it was decided to get some 
advice from the people who arganize 
the Sir James Whitney dances. — 
Thank you, Mrs. MacDonald. As soon 
as we knew the basics, we organized a 
Student Dance Committee 

This committee system allowed 
many students to help. The full com- 
mittee named the event ‘Tiger Dance.’ 
They selected the menu. They divided 
the jobs. Miss Reynolds and the 
students worked many hours to 
decorate the Caim Disco, Mr. Miller 
(retired) organized the special lighting. 
Wade Steward, Murrary Schuurman 
and Jason McDonald worked and re- 
vised and worked again to make our 
posters, Brian King gave us the “high 
tech” look by producing a computer 
printed banner. Phil Etherington and 
Lisa Hamel did a great job selecting and 
presenting the music, Many students 
helped to‘clean up after the dance. Scott 
Lajambe did a super job of clean-up 

We were all happy to see so many 
students have so much fun, The 
students thanked the counsellors in- 
volved. The money paid for admissions 
was donated to the Cairn Model 
Airplane Club. We thank the dance 
committee for their support 

John Lewis, 
Residence Counsellor 


Girls join 4H Club 


Once again, five of our girls from the 
Caim Residence are involved in 4H. 
They are Mary Craig, Lisa Hamel, 
Kathleen Stewart, Kelly Coe and Katie 
Geraghty. 

We became involved in 4H last year 
when Mary Craig came to Sagonaska 
She had been attending 4H meetings at 
home and tequired one more project 
completion to receive her county 
honors. 

The 4H motto “Leam to Do by 
Doing” requires a member to lear 
skills by doing the work on the project. 
Each member must attend 75% of the 
club meetings, complete a project book, 
and participate in an achievement pro: 
gram to obtain project completion 
recognition, 

The basic purpose of 4H is to help 
with the mental, emotional, social and 
physical development of young people. 
These four areas of development are ex- 
emplified by the four words that give 
the name 4H: Head, Heart, Hands and 
Health. 

Each club elects officers and holds 
regular meetings to plan and carry out 
activities desired by the membership, 
(Our group consists of five girls from the 


Caim Residence and five members 
from Sidney Township. At present, 
Mary Craig is vice-president and Lisa 
Hamel is treasurer. The meetings are 
held at the Caim Residence on Tuesday 
evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. Each unit 
runs for six to seven weeks. 

The first unit was “Etiquette for the 
'80s"’, The girls were given the oppor- 
tunity to brush up on good manners 
based on respect and consideration for 
others as part of every day living. The 
unit covered everything from table set- 
ting to “dos and don’ts” of dating. The 
achievement night for this unit was in 
the form of a banquet. The girls were 
able to incorporate the skills they had 
Jeamed during the evening's activities. 

The unit that is presently being of- 
fered is “Surviving with Style.” The 
girls will leam a variety of skills related 
to looking after themselves inde- 
pendently. Included are staying safe, 
simple home repairs, meal planning, 
making decisions, wise buying, cloth: 
ing care, housekeeping, transportation 
and travel. 

We have found that the girls benefit 
greatly from all the information they 
receive and the practical skills they 


lear. 
Millic Wardhaugh, Sue Wills 


The Cairn Model 
Airplane Club 


This year, the Cairn Model Airplane 
Club has expanded. Most of last year's 
balsa wood models had fewer than 10 
parts with no covering. Most of the 
models this year have 50-150 pieces 
(balsa, maple, poplar) and they require 
a tissue or cloth covering. The boys are 
spending a great deal of time and effort 
in the craft room developing these pro- 
jects. As this is being written, several 
boys have completed three or four 
models 

Assembling these models (scratch 
built, using only a plan to begin with) 
hhas used a great deal of materials. The 
club has had finacial support from 
residence funds, parental donations (in- 
cluding materials) and three fund rais- 
ing events two dances and the Rotary 
Skate-a-thon). 

The boys have built simple stick and 
tissue, rubber (strands) powered planes 
and Nocals. These planes have a one 
dimensional fuselage (body) and are 


Howard Cameron, Howie Girodat, 
Wayne Berends, Mike Girodat. 


powered by rubber strands, Some boys 
have built several types of hand thrown 
slider planes. The sizes vary as do the 
coverings. We have built others that are 
designed for outside use. The boys have 
also been building peanut scale (12" 
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Front row, 1-I: Mike Girodat, Darcy Shuurman, Jason McDonald. Middle 
row: Matt Morrow, Michael Ade, Murray Shuurman, Bill Little, Davey 
Graham, Howard Girodat. Back row: Wayne Berends, Jason Hall, Scott La- 
jambe, David Underhill, Wade Stewart, and Steve Wall. 


wingspan) models and Bostonian (17” 
= 18” wingspan). Except for the very 
first models built, most models have 
been flown in a gym, A few planes have 
flown quite well, All the planes flown 
have been adjusted for better flight and 
a few have been easily repaired. 

The boys are also in the process of 
building, as a group project, a six foot 
wingspan glider. This plane will be 


remote controlled. It is hoped that the 
large glider will be ready for the spring 
weather. 

In the picture is Howard Cameron, 
Howie Girodat, Wayne Berends and 
Mike Girodat. Mr, Cameron is one of 
two people representing Canada this 
year at the world championship remote 
control glider competition. He is seen 
here in the Caim showing the boys 


Si mnemie 


An example of a typical blueprint of a sixteen inch wingspan Nocal model 


some building basics for remote control 
gliders. 

Our young areomodelers have also 
had fun producing paper airplanes. 
Some of the paper crafts are copies of 
the winning entries for the 1985 world 
paper plane competition and have as 
many as 20 paper laminations and as 
many as 30 pieces in total. 

A few Caim residents are also work- 
ing on static models (models that do 
not fly). The plans for these larger 
models are on 3’ by 5' blueprints. These 
are plans of scale models of real planes, 
built in the 1930's and 1940’s. As the 
warmer weather arrives we hope to 
make some planes for outdoor use 
Other planes are being assembled from 
kits purchased at hobby stores. The 
boys purchase these kits themselves, 

‘Twice a small group of boys has been 
taken to Markham (near Toronto) to see 
the Toronto Indoor Flying Model Group 
fly their models, These are usually 
peanut models, 12” wingspan and are 
rubber strand powered. Some models 
are larger but they are even lighter in 
‘weight (less than 5 grams] and they may 
fly as long as 10 minutes using only a 
strand of rubber for power. 

All this effort has improved the Caim 
boys ability to look at a two dimen- 
sional drawing or blueprint and build a 
three dimensional object. This isa skill 
that may be applied to a wide range of, 
future employment possibilities. The 
boys are also leaming to be patient, to 
accept disappointment and to have 
deserved success. 

John Lewis, 


Residence Counsellor 


Spring’s rewards 


Once a week after school the little 
guys in our residence head for the 
“Donut Shop.” Sometimes it’s a toss 
up, donuts and hot chocolate or 
Becker's. Anyway, we have conquered 
the storms, the cold, anything the 
winter blasts have to throw at us just 
for a donut, chocolate coated or cream. 
‘You name it, the kids have had it, 
Ah, but spring is almost here, what 
a beautiful thought. No more boots, no 
more wrestling with snowpants, 
scarves wrapped around oursmothered 
faces. Kids and Counsellors just 
weighted down with winter wear. 
Whee-ew . .. we can sigh with relief. 
Tt was a tough battle but we made it 
“Eh, guys?” 
Helen Williams 
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Greg Holmes, Jason Marcovitch, Scott Lamont and Erin 
Knowlton discuss the location of Canadian provinces. 


Mrs. Wilson helps Colin Church while John Greer, 
Sandy Domansky, Jessica Huff, Scott Lamont, Erin 


Knowlton and Jason Marcovitch work in their Canada 


The Primary and Junior Classes learn 
about their World 


The classes of Mrs. Goheen and Mrs. Wilson are learning all about the 
provinces of Canada in Environmental Studies. With programs like this 
the children use their developing language skills in meaningful context. 


Spaghetti Lunch 


In Language Arts we wanted to leam 
how to do something. We found out 
that we couldn't make spaghetti sauce. 
First we talked about what the ingre- 
dients were. Then we talked about the 


steps to make the sauce. We made a 
shopping list, and Mrs. Tumer bought 
the groceries. We made the sauce on 
Thursday moming, The staff and 
students could smell the spaghetti 
sauce cooking. They thought it smelled 
delicious. Two weeks went by before 
we had time to cat it 

We decided to invite some guests to 
our spaghetti lunch on Thursday, 
March 5. The guests were Mr. 
Williams, Mr, Cassidy, Davey G., 
Stacey B., Chris W., and Jason M, We 
served it in the Conference Room 
because the Teacher's Lounge was be- 
ing painted. 

We also made a tossed salad and fresh 
garlic bread to go with the spaghetti. 
We served tea and coffee to the adults, 
We served milk to the students. We ate 
together and had a good time. 

Making the spaghetti sauce was a lot 
of work, but we leamed a lot and had 
fun. The "thank you" from Mr. Cassidy. 
was best of all. Cassidy was best of all. 
He gave each of us a long-stemmed 
sweet-heart rose. 

Katie Geraghty and Lisa Hamel 


books, 


All about Me 


This is me | am Elizabeth. 

\'m opening some presents 

We are watching a movie. 

| got a Michael Jackson doll 

| also got a Barbie dog. 

My class came to my house. 

Miss Stenson took this picture, 

This picture shows me in my home. 
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Resource Services at 


Sagonaska Demonstration School 


When Sagonaska opened its doors as 
an Ontario Ministry of Education 
Demonstration School in September, 
1982, its role was outlined as follows: 
— to provide an education program for 

a selected group of students with 

language learning 

s for whom local program- 
ming is not available or feasible; 

—to promote public and professional 
awareness of the child with a spcific 
language learning disability, 

—to develop more specialized 
diagnostic techniques; 

— toassist local Ontario school boards 
in identification and remediation of 
children with these disabilities by 
serving a8 a resource to diagnosti- 
cians and teachers; 

—to promote and support reserch and 
experimental work with children 
with specific language learning 
disabilities, 

—to provide educational facilities, 
with the participation of a universi- 
ty faculty of education, for teachers 
wishing to specialize in this area of 
communication disorder; 

— to provide information and training 
to principals, trustees, ad- 
ministrators, and supervisory of- 
ficers regarding children with 
language learning disabilities. 
over the years, the requests from 

boards and agencies for resource ser- 

vices increased dramatically, In order to 
more efficiently meet the needs of 
these requesting assistance, a separate 

Resource Services Department was 

developed in September, 1985 at 

Sagonaska School. Services available 

through this department to Ontario 

boards of education include: 

— Differential Diagnosis of specific 
language learning disabilities 
through: 

— formal assessments 

— observation in classrooms 

— interviews with parents and 
professionals 

—working as part of a team with board 
personnel (e.g. speech pathologists, 
psychologists, diagnosticians, etc.) 

—tests are administered either at 
Sagonaska or in the child's home 
school. 


consultation re. diagnosis and 
remediation techniques. 
—Resource Assistance - for teachers 


responsible for programming for 
children identified as language lear- 
ning disabled through: 

— resource visits to classrooms 

— inservice training sessions 

—Teacher Training: a 3-week, 125 
hour course at Sagonaska 
Demonstration School 

—one-week course re. differential 
diagnosis and assessment. 

—Workshops, Seminars, P.D. Day 
Presentations: 

—either at Sagonaska School or in 
local board areas. 

—Parental Support - through family 
weekends, workshops on parenting, 
attending case conferences, suppor- 
ting parent groups. 

These services are delivered by 
Resource Services Consultants Bey. 
Gariepy, Tim Hanrahan and Mike 
Webb, and Co-ordinator Bill McMaster. 
Mrs. Mona Sword, _recep- 
tionist/secretary for the department, is 
the first person with whom most peo- 
ple requesting services have contact. 

Reviewing statistics of the Resource 
‘Team for this year, in the average 
month the following services are 
delivered: 

17 consultative visits to boards, etc, 

6 consultative visits from boards, etc, 

3% workshops/presentations to groups 

14% pupil assessments 

10 parents served 

20 boards and agencies served 

96 teachers, ete served 

30 pupils served 

13 reports sent 

6,338 km. travelled 

1 threeweek teacher training course 

1 one-week teacher training course 

With the increasing awareness of 

leaming disabilities in our 
schools, these statistics are expected to 
grow even more, 


Other Provinces gain 
from Ontario's expertise 
At this time, Ontario appears to be 
leading the way in providing services 
province-wide for children with 
language learning disabilities. We have 
been pleased to share information with 
other provinces, and assist them in 
establishing programs for children in 
need of them. Resource staff have been 


invited by the Prince Edward Island 
Department of Education to assist per- 
sonnel in that province in developing 
diagnostic techniques and programm: 
ing for language disabled children. 
Work has also been done over the past 
few years in Quebec and New- 
foundland. In addition, educators from 
Jamaica, Grenada, Prince Edward 
Island, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland have participated in training 
sessions at Sagonaska, as guests of the 
Ontario Ministry of Education, 


This summer, the Methodology and 
Assessment portion of our inservice 
training program will be offered as a 
university credit course as part of the 
University of Prince Edward Island 
summer school program for educators, 
in Summerside, P.EJ, 


Teacher Training Pr 

Six times a year Sagonaska Resource 
Services offers a three-week, 125 hour 
training course for teachers of children 
With language disabilities, During this 
course a great deal of time is devoted 
to the identification of such children 
and the diagnosis of specific areas of 
weakness, followed by discussion of 
teaching strategies to help the children 
develop language skills to their utmost 
potential. Participants have the oppor- 
tunity to work in the classrooms with 
the Sagonaska students, providing the 
students with valued tutorial assistance 
while trying out their newly acquired 
teaching strategies, making these Pprac- 
ticum . sessions beneficial to all 
involved. 

In addition to the three-week ses- 
sions, additional one-week courses are 
designed and offered to teachers and 
diagnosticians to meet specific needs of 
individuals and boards. 

Those participating in the courses are 
accommodated in guest rooms on the 
campus for the duration of their stay. 
This “living-in” arrangement provides 
the opportunity for informal idea ex- 
change and sharing of concems, as well 
as socializing with fellow teachers. One 
of the unexpected byproducts of the 
‘course is an informal communication 
network teachers across the pro- 
vince, which provides encouragement 
and support, so often needed when the 
going gets rough, 

During the second semester each 
year, the alumni of previous years’ 
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training groups are invited to retum to 
Sagonaska for a one-week "refresher 
course”. During these sessions teachers 
retum to solve problems encountered 
over the past year, share success stories, 
share ideas and renew acquaintances. 
Sagonaska Resource Staff also share 
new material being presented during 
lectures in the current courses, in an at 
tempt to keep teachers up-to-date with 
current trends in the field. Letters and 
comments from teachers who have at- 
tended the course are most 
encouraging: 


Dear Bill, 

Thank-you for a very informative and 
interesting week, It was so nice to be 
back at Sagonaska again, It is such a 
special place and you are such special 
people. 

Tappreciate the information you look- 
ed up for me from last year's session. I 
have found those articles very interesting. 

Thank-you again. Will see you late 
March, early April. 

Sincerely, Annabelle 


Dear Bill, Mike and Tim, 

Allof us have had a great week. In talk 
ing to other people each felt very positive 
about the sessions. 

This is certainly a refresher course for 
me. Different parts of the program were 
brought back to me - they will be helpful 
as I continue using the method. The in- 
formation presented and the sharing of 
ideas is a great lift for me. 

The atmosphere makes it very easy for 
everyone to learn and at the same time 
enjoy themselves immensely. And have 
we enjoyed ourselves. 

Continue to keep the faith, 
Steve 


To the Sagonaska staff, 

Thank you for allowing me the oppor: 
tunity to attend your recent one week 
refresher course. Besides enjoying the op- 
portunity of getting together with other 
teachers who are using the Association 
Method. I found it a good opportunity to 
exchange ideas on programs and ap: 
proaches to use with these children. (On 
‘an informal basis of course) Our discus- 
sion groups proved to be extremely 
beneficial to me and gave me a great deal 
of new ideas. I plan to try out with my 
own children. Itis so nice to get together 
With other teachers who understand the 
terminology of the Association Method. 
Together we can provide ways to help 
these children continue to succeed. 

T really appreciate the opportunity 
had to attend this course. Lee me assure 
you, that I will do my very best to im- 
plement many of the ideas suggested dur- 


ing the week, This course will thus have 

been a benefit to my children, as well as 
to me. 

Sincerely 

Pat Elliott, Winchester Public 


Sagonaska’s 
In-Service Program 


Since its designation as a demonstra- 
tion school in 1982, it has been 
Sagonaska School's mandate to assist 
local boards in developing their 
teaching strategies for children with a 
language learning disability. An inten- 
sive 3-week in-service training program. 
is offerd at Sagonaska for personnel 
from different boards throughout 
Ontario. 

This in-service program is also com- 
pulsory for counsellors involved in 
‘Sagonaska’s residential program. As the 
newest addition to The Caim at 
Sagonaska, I was enrolled in the last 
session, offered from January 26th to 
February 13th, 1987. 

‘The program titled “Teaching 
Children with Language Disabilities — 
Aphasia”, proved to be extremely in- 
teresting, It centers on a systematic 
multi-sensory approach to help the 
child leam language and speech in spite 
of his disability, This teaching method, 
developed by Mildred McGinnis in the 
early 1900's, is called the Association 


Sister Katherine MacDonald, from Prince 
Edward Island, is welcomed to Sagonaske By 
Mona Sword, Secretary/Receptionist of 
Resource Services. Sister Katherine is one of 
the 40 to 60 teachers who attend one of the 
ssix three-week inservice training sessions at 
‘Sagonaska each year. 


Method. The initial stages are based en- 
tirely on phonetics and use the symbols 
from the Northampton Charts, 

This was my first formal introduc- 
tion to the 27 consonants and the 17 
vowel sounds of the English language. 
It certainly gave me a first hand taste 
of what a child with a leaning disabali- 
‘ty experiences when faced with the 
task of discriminating sounds and mat 
ching each sound with its proper 
symbol. 

The Sagonaska Resource Services 
‘Team, headed by Mr. W. L. McMaster, 
gave us an overview of language 
disorders, starting with a basic defi 
tion of language anda review of nommall 
language acquisition. We were it 
troduced to several standardized tests 
and shown how careful observation of 
test behaviour could provide the 
teacher with much more practical sx 
formation than the actual score. 

In addition to regular sessions with 
the Resource Services team, several 
guest lecturers shared with us Som, 
their particular field of work. Dr. faba 
Boyd from the Robarts School cowened, 
the neurological and psychological am 
plications of learning disabilities: Mes. 
B. Ryan presented her method of 
eliciting language from a language @eti- 
cient child, the “Enactive Medao 
which she developed over her sammy 
‘years of teaching the deaf Me D. 
McCamley, residential p c- 
ordinator, looked at the 
characteristics and needs that 
addressed through specif 
ing in a residential setting. 
integration of the language 
disabled student in a regular 
necessitates gradual steps, 
chance to look at off-campus i 
classes and were presented 
ferent approaches to the pro 

Perception Training, with: 
Gariepy who is seconded to 
Services from Sir Winston G 
School, gave us a wealth of 
ways to develop a child's wi 
auditory perception as well 35) 
motor and gross motor skills 

Throughout the 3-week t 
gram, the emphasis is on lo 
Teaming disabled student i 
‘way, considering his 
building on the strengths 
careful assessment and prows 


and in residence to en 
develop to his potential 
Monigee 
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A large portion of the 125 hours in the inservice sessions are spent in 
lectures. Mr. Tim Hanrahan, Resource Services consultant, is lecturing 
‘2 group on methodology. 


In-Service Training 
in action 


Participants in the inservice program are encouraged to 
bring materials, teaching devices and experiences t0 
share with fellow teachers and Sagonaska staff in 
informal sessions. This “idea exchange” has proven to 
‘be most worthwhile in establishing a province-wide 
network for sharing among teachers of language- 
earning disabled children. 


Course participants have an opportunity to prepare teaching materials to be used in 
their classrooms when they return to their home schools. Inservice teachers are develop- 
ing speech books for use in their classes. 


To make lectures on methodology more meaningful, lessons are 

demonstrated with classes from Sagonaska School. Tim Hanrahan is 

feachlag a clas of funior children at the inservice group observes the 
sSS0n. 
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Shirley Alan, from Prince Edward County Board 
of Education, and Nancy James, from Carleton 
Roman Catholic Separate School Board are do- 
ing tutorial work with two Sagonaska students. 
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A Valued 
Staff Member 


George Miller, former RCAF pilot, 
traffic controller, hospital cook, sales & 
ad representative, mobile village 
manager joined O.S.D, staff on July 25, 
1966. His first assignment was to 
attend the Residence Counselor's 
Summer Course to become familiar 
with the routines and responsibilities 
of his new job. 

In September of that year, [heard the 
remark “Oh, he’s just another ex- 
serviceman.” That person didn't realize 
what a treasuretrove of information and 
talent we had inherited from the RCAF 

During his 20 years, 5 months ser 
vice, Gearge had expenence working in 
all the residences on SJ.W. campus 
prior to joining the Sagonaska staff 
Some of the tasks George took on over 
the years included — Arts & Crafts 
director for the whole campus, Driver 
Education instructor, teacher in the 
Camera Club, a member of the Scout 
Group Committee, assisted Medley 
Mayo with Scouts and served as 
Treasurer, coached the Norther team 
for the North/South floor hockey tour- 
nament, photographer for the Year 
Book, a member of the staff choir for 
the Christmas Pageant, projectionist for 
the weekly movies, taught the boys 
pool and chess and spent many hours 
in the freezing cold flooding rinks in his 
vacation time So the students could 
skate and play hockey after the 
holidays 

George is a perpetual scrounger. He 
collected anything that was being 
thrown away, attended garage sales and 
auctions, The result of his scrounging 
benefitted both students and staff 
George enjoyed a challenge and no mat- 
ter what anyone asked him to do or 
make, he was usually able to come up 
with the answers, Staff members carry 
a permanent memento of George's 
handiworks — an aluminum tag with 
carved initials to go on their key ring 
We also have clock radios which 
George picked up at garage sales, fixed 
them and donated them to us. The list 
is endless. 

With a Class E licence, George was 
able to drive the bus. This enabled staft 
toplan many residential outings which 
before would not have been possible. 

How does one thank a person like 
that? The students celebrated George's 
birthday in December with cakes, ban- 


ners and their own special words of 
thanks, 

On being told of George's retirement, 
many former staif members asked 
“What can Ido to helpi.” With so many 
people pitching in to help and many 
secret phone calls to George’s wife 
Jeanne and special help from his 
daughter Gillian, a dinner was planned 
for January 17th at the Ramada Inn, 
Belleville. 

‘Approximately 80 people gathered to 
honour George that night. Tributes 
were given by Mr. Bill Williams, Dr. 
Demeza, a letter was read from Dave 
Pape who was unable to be present. On, 


behalf of everyone, Mr. John Goheen 
said a few words and presented George 
with an enlarged photograph of the 
students and George at his birthday 
bash, a set of luggage, card and ribbons 
of names and a sum of money. 

George has begun his new career. 1 
hear he has taken up stained glass and 
already has many sun catchers in the 
windows of his home plus a beautiful 
lamp. While George is busy staining 
glass, Jeanne has taken up portrait 
painting, 

We wish them both a long and happy 
retirement. 

Doreen Reynolds 


Bev Gariepy 

Hit I'm one of the new faces on the 
Sir James Whitney campus. [live close 
to the school and it has had a special, 
place in my heart, as I was a residence 
counsellor here (part-time) many years 
ago 
. I'm back —and part time again. Half 
‘of my working week you'll find me at 
Sir Winston Churchill Public School, 
working in the area of Special Educa 
tion — speech comection, language 
development, remedial work in reading 
and math, resource and assessments. 

For the other half of the working 
week, I have been seconded half-time 
by Sagonaska Resource Services — lec 
turing, doing assessments, providing a 
resource for the school. Working on the 
Sagonaska Resource Team has enabled 
me to meet and share new ideas with 
teachers from many parts of Ontario. 

When not working at school, 1 
manage to keep busy at home. I enjoy 


a shared interest and involvement in 
sports with my husband, Wayne, and 
sons Steven and Matthew 


be 


We welcome to 
Sagonaska 
Demonstration 
School 


b- 
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MRS. LIDIA BINNIE joined us from 
South Cottage School which provided 
service for Beechgrove Regional 
Children’s Centre. She brings with her 
a wealth of knowledge and experience. 
In addition to a high degree of proffe- 
sionalism Lidia is renoun for her 
caring and co-operative nature. 


MRS. MARY JANE WAGG has assum. 
ed a teacher/student support role at 
Sagonaska School. She is a welcome ad- 
dition to the team and constantly pro- 
motes positive rapport and attitude. 
Mary Jane is currently enrolled in the 
Social Sciences Program at Loyalist 
College in Belleville, 


MRS. MONIQUE CLOUTIER joined 
the residential staff at the Caim in 
November 1986 and is working with 
the Intermediate boys, She is a graduate 
of the Developmental Service Worker 
Program at Loyalist College and is also 
a licenced R.N.A. She has worked as 
counsellor with multi-handicapped 
children and adults throughout the 
area, most recently in Senior School at 
Sir James Whitney. 


MR. JOHN LEWIS is a graduate of 
Trent University. His employment in 
the Ministry of Education began in 
1981. He joined the full time staff of the 
Caim Residence in September 1986, He 
has developed a model airplane club in- 
volving many of the boys in residence. 


MISS KAREN WRIGHT is a student 
from Quinte Secondary School, 
Belleville, Ontario. During the fall term 
Karen joined our staff as part of the 
Community Involvement Program of- 
fered by her school. She was $0 content, 
with that placement that she arranged 
for an additional credit placement at 
our school this term. We are delighted 
to have her join our educational family. 
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The Way It Was 


by J. W. Hodgson, C.StJ. 


Part VI 


Before the Exodus 


The 1953-1978 period has to be 
divided into two parts. The one part 
would be the continuance of program- 
mes in the old shops and the other, 
the great change possible when the 
new Boys’ Vocational Building opened 
in January 1964. 

While it’s a subjective judgement it 
seems fair to say that a new 
superintendent in the "front office” 
made little immediate difference to the 
Tong established course in Industrial 
Arts, There were still large classes and 
the teaching and pmjects changed lit- 
‘tle, although the gradual availability of 
thin plywood did make for much less 
brittle coping saw work. If anything 
the groups were becoming larger and 
the quantity of crates necessary to ship 
all their work home by freight, as the 
term closed, became greater. With no 
experience in crate-building it was 
necessary for the young lads to get 
help from the woodworking pupils 
‘who eagerly constructed something 
that would withstand the rough hand- 
ling better. 

However, by January 1960, Mr. Elgin 
E. Vader, an Intermediate School 
teacher who had exhibited considerable 
mechanical know-how and ingenuity, 
was moved into the vocational pro- 
gramme when he set up an Elementary 
Mechanics shop in the south-east cor- 
ner room in the basement of Main 
School. The Metal Shop had fabricated 
angle iron work bench frames for them 
‘and, with a supply of hand tools, 
soldering equipment and a bar folder 
he introduced a programme emphasiz- 
ing sheet-metal training. Their projects 
went from cookie cutters to water 
pans for the classrooms and the very- 
much-sought flash card liners and card 
holders. Some projects were spray- 
finished with their Tuffy” equipment, 
since “Roxatone”’ paint at that time 
was much in vogue, His classes 
numbered up to ten pupils even now 
with the split of the Industrial Ares 
groups, In September 1961 Gordon A. 
Brown, having completed his teacher 
training, took over the class, and 
moved with it Inter to the new facility 

‘Mr. Stratton decided to retire at 
Christmas 1963 after 36 years at our 


old shop Mr Charles Freemantle, a 
carpenter from Foxboro, came a8 sup- 
ply teacher. Mr, Stratton’s "retire- 
ment” however was short lived. He 
subsequently taught at Minaki, in 
Relleville’s John Street School for the 
Retarded, and in the Quebec mining 
towns of Matagami near James Bay and 
at Schefferville on the western 
Labrador border. 

Keeping abreast of technological 
change, so as to adequately prepare 
students for work, has been one of the 
greatest challenges in vocational educa- 
tion, No better demonstration of our 
efforts to do this, can be found than in 
the Graphic Arts area — or Print 
Shop” as most called it 

‘The ten years preceeding the move 
cout of Wood Hall are probably best 
described as ones in which the quant- 
ity rather than the variety of equip: 
ment changed. With larger classes and 
more machines, it was possible to 


geindertake the increasing number of 


Mew forms being used by many areas 
of the school. It seemed that many of 
these were revised annually as their 
use found changes necessary, The VSO 
Vertical Miehle was kept busy chum- 
ing out letterheads and office material, 


‘Mr. Hodgson has been a valued teacher and supervisor of this school 
for nearly 40 years. He shares his many experiences and his extensive 
‘knowledge of the school’s rich history in his book, ““The Way It Was’, 


report forms and similar needs. By 
1962 there were five Linotypes in 
operation, including the old original 
Model Five, acquired in the fall of 
1933. It was necessary to put them in 
two rows. There were three along the 
north wall along with the Davidson 
offset and a new (the third) platen 
hhandfed press which had arrived in 
March 1955, Then the imposing stones 
had to be shifted out of the centre area 
so two Model 31s and the Miehle Pony 
cylinder press could be moved there. 
Because the readership was expandi 

to more and more homes, the band-fed 
press runs were longer. The number of 
photos in the Canadian’ depicting 
school activities increased dramatically 
from four in the October '54 issue to 
fifteen in the January '63 paper. 

The opening of the new Junior 
School, and the increasing use there of 
flash cards and other teaching 
material, meant work for the pupils 
cutting card stock on the guillotine, 
producing many large vowel/consonant 
charts, and many more large calendars 
for their “news” work. 

Because much more material was 
now being submitted by classes and by 
staff, many school activities were 
being reported, and since pictures were 

ing i ‘in greater numbers, the 
task of teaching the work of laying out 
copy in a presentable form grew in 
importance, Proof-reading and the cor- 
rection of errors by substituting new 
“slugs” at the proper place on a galley 


large 
projects 
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demanded much careful work. 
Everything from ribbons for ice-races 
and field day to numbered, perforated 
tickets for dances and the pupil’s own 
Christmas cards kept machines busy. 
‘The material being reprinted from 


exchange papers reaching the school 
included the leamed writings and con- 
ference addresses of such prominent 
educators of Quigley, O'Connor, 
Myklebust, Fusfeld, Greenway, Groht 
and Doctor to name sae a few. These, 
along with the papers by our own Dr. 
John Boyd and others, made the “Cana- 
dian” not only a diary of educational 
thought and progress but gave parents 
and readers a better insight. 

In the early seventies when shops 
began teaching metric nieasurement, 
teachers were very confident that there 
would be no problems, since printing 
pupils had always had to leam and 
work with the the much more difficult, 
point system of measurement. 

1 health, in the form of stomach 
ulcers, caught up with Mr, Morrison in 
the spring of 1954 and the May and 
June issues of the “Canadian” were 
not printed. The shop resumed opera- 
tions in the fall term but in January 


Mr. Morrison was back in hospital. 
Now Mr. L. H. Fields, a retired Ottawa 
printer, came to supervise shop classes 
and Mr. James Cordes, an “Ontario In- 
telligencer” pressman came also to 
take charge of the press work for three 
months while Leo was away. From 
September 1928 until he helpe to 
design the layout of the equipment in 
the new Graphic Arts shop Mr, Mor- 
rison had seen and was very much in- 
volved in the very important evolution 
of the printing programme. In 
September of 1963, preparatory to the 
move to the new building, Mr. 
Norman C. Hoxford came to work 
with Mr, Morrison and together they 
conducted our first two-teacher shop. 
‘The activity in the cabinetmaking or 
woodworking shop — since the names 
became synonymous — was compar- 
able to a beehive, I would divide their 
schedule into two parts — the first 
seven months of the year, or about up 
to Easter, when everyone was taught 
using school projects; and the last term 
in which the motivation was great to 
work on projects for home. Some, as 
usual, tended to “bite off too much” or 
to ration their time poorly. Often var- 


In the early 
sixties the 
Print Shop 
used five 
Linotypes 

for training of 
“hot metal” 
operators 


nish was being applied the last week 
of school as they ran out of time. 

While Mr. Vaughan could list many’ 
pages of items, I recall several major 
ones for school and residence in which 
‘mass production techniques were 
taught, 

When the superintendent decided 
that the Sr. Girls’ Residence should be 
made more homedike, the woodwork- 
ing shop designed a continental bed 
with a “headboard” containing shelves, 
sliding doors and end lockers for the 
Bitl's personal secrets. The training in- 
volved was excellent and the accuracy 
demanding. Although stared in 1954 
with an initial twenty, the project was 
spread over successive years until 
some one hundred and twenty were 
produced, Another extensive project 
was the building of semi-circular low 
tables upon which the new group hear- 
ing aids were installed. The shelves 
undemeath and a space for a record 
player allowed the teacher to sit in the 
centre with teaching aids handy while 
the pupils sat around the perimeter. 
This, like most projects put out by the 
shop through the years, was designed 
there by the pupils and Mr, Vaughan. 


eget 
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Because the Commercial classes 
were increasing in size, Mr, Chard 
needed more special desks for 
typewriters. To modemize the Home 
Economics room the shop built all the 
wall cupboards, and built and installed 
three kitchenettes along the east wall. 
The pupils in residence were no dif- 
ferent then, than children are now, i. 
when the first television sets were in- 
stalled in the sitting rooms, many, 
especially those who did not have'sets 
at home yet, vied for the best places to 
sit and would stay there for hours. It 
was necessary then for the woodwork: 
ing shop to build cupboards so that the 
TLV, sets could be locked up at certain 
periods, When Mrs. Lewis’ Beauty 
Culture room was being modemized, 
the boys came through with proper 
manicuring tables with arborite tops. 
After submitting pupil’s designs to the 
superintendent, the big glass trophy 
case in the Main School lobby was pro- 
duced and fastened in place. 

A recitation of the various projects 
could go on and on, each in its own 
way important. Nearly five hundred 
apple boxes, sewing cabinets, games 
tables for residence, small furniture for 
Junior School, special picture framing, 
and knee hole desks for Commercial 
classes were some of the items 
produced. 

The projects which many remember 
best are probably the endless “props” 
which they made for each year’s fairy 
tale play, or they may be the creations 
which pupils built for the Hallowe'en 
parties. This shop was a favourite 
place for pupils to acquire string, 

aper, paint, strips of wood and nails 
the secret projects created in 
residence for that memorable mas- 
querade. Mr. Vaughan's fertile imagina- 
tion gave birth to some of Belleville’s 
best Santa Claus Parade floats. Many 
rr tach heads were crested and 
‘eight det on Santa’s sleigh today 
‘were just one of the many joint pro- 
jeets worked on with the Metal Shop. 

The. final big project, on which the 

we Mr, Vaughan left 

‘t0'g0 into secondary 

y ‘teaching locally, was the work 


= benches for four of the new shops, 


These were a combination storage cup- 
board inside the angle iron frames, 
from the AM classes, with edge- 
Aaminated, hardwood tops securely 
bolt to prevent spliting 

© OR should be painted out that, while 
‘the woodworking boys seemed to be 
designing and building new projects 
and the carpentry pupils did mostly 
repair work thre was no delineation 
of areas of work. Mr. Vaughan under- 
took much repair work, if it had 
teaching vale for him. Mr Hall, as 
wwe shall see, frequently built new pro- 


ject within the range of his pupils. 
‘There was no quarrel as to who built 
what, for there were needs sufficient to 
keep both shops busy. In fact, on some 
projects, they shared classes . . . how 
else could the rink boards be 
straightened and braced ready for 
icemaking, 

Mr. L. M. Hall's shop programme, 
and the school areas served, was not 
parallel to that of Mr. Vaughan's larger 
classes, If one tried to find a division 
of “esponsibility” it might be that the 
“carpenter shop tended to serve the 
residences and the kitchens. The em 
phasis of their work was on the in- 
stallation of projects made in shop, on 
repairing and in making replacements. 
‘On numerous occasions it involved the 
making of duplicates for broken parts, 
rather than production of new work 
from scaled drawings. 

Tt was these pupils who were called 
upon to replace broken glass including 
the cutting and puttying solved, to 
frame and install new mirrors, to 


replace lockers and cupboards, 10 
rehinge doors and replace worn 
thresholds, The caretakers brought in 


“The Viking 
Ship,” — One 
of the floats 
built by 

‘Mr. Vaughan 
and his 
‘Woodworking 
Shop pupils for 
the Belleville 
Stanta Claus 
parades 


storm windows, window screens and 
classroom desks for repair. They in- 
stalled angle braces and threaded rein- 
forcing rods in residential chairs, 
strengthened dining room dish carts 
and rebrazed the Hobart dish racks. In 
fact, while making deliveries, they did 
many little things to keep residential 
staff happy — things too trivial to be 
put on requisitions but which tended 
to irritate if allowed to remain undone 
— tightening a towel rack, oiling a 
sticking lock or taking the squeal out 
‘of a door hinge, ete: 

It was this shop which remodelled 
the dressing room of the girls’ gym, 
built in new cupboards and painted the 
place, then freshened it up with a coat 
of paint. They built in the new parti- 
tion in the boys’ residence basement, 

‘Mr. Hall began to make changes in 
his course when the Metal Shop mov- 
ed out of the basement room. He took 
over that area and began to instruct 
his pupils in oxy-acetylene brazing. He 
set up a section of wall to teach the 
application of ceramic tile and on a 
mock floor panel taught the laying of 
vinyl and asphalt floor tile, Pupils who 


‘A pre-war picture from 
the Senior Boys’ 
Residence of Main 
‘School, Wood Hall and 
the Woodworking 
‘building. The rink is in 
the depression in the 
foreground. 
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‘graduated from his shop had an ex- 
tremely wide experience in so many of 
the areas necessary to maintain there 
‘own homes and to make them employ- 
able in the building trades, We will 
watch how the programme changed 
again as he moved to the new voca- 
tional building 

There can be no doubt that among 
those eager to move to the new 
building was Noxon Foster and his 
Upholstering class. When he came, in 
January 1960, he was given a room im- 
mediately north of and connected to 
the carpentry shop. While awaiting a 
sewing machine, spring bender, bar 
and spring clamps, a variety of 
upholsterers’ findings and necessary 
‘stall power and hand tools, his pupils 
built the special upholstering benches 
and storage cupboards. The facilities 
Were inadequate and he must have 
wondered why he quit railroading or 
studied upholstering at Ryerson. 

Immediately broken furniture, much- 
used settees, and chairs with ripped 
and badly worn fabric began to stream 
in. Some should have been burned 
Years ago and most had to be totally 
dismantled before a fresh start could 
be made. The school had to leam that 
they Were good workmen, not magi- 
clans, Finishes had to be removed and 
restored as well as possible with the 
facilities available. There were times 
when an exhaust fan would have 
reduced the volatile fumes, 

As new skills were acquired, the 
work undertaken could be expanded. 
In the four years in this location it 
became very evident that this was an 
excellent trade for the hearing im- 
paired and chat it had great potential 
for serving the school’s needs, The 
upholstered stools and the slipper 
chairs, which pupils were allowed to 
buy for home, provided something 
which they could show the neighbors 
with pride. 

Deparment of Public Works had in- 
stalled a row of huge square posts 
bisecting each of the girls’ and boys’ 
gyms. These proved hazardous to 

upils vigorously pursuing a basket- 

ll. So, before anyone could be 
Seriously hurt, Mr. Foster was called 
upon to apply padding covered with 
vinyl to each of these. They were done 
in a tasteful quilted effect up the first 
‘six feet so as to eliminate injury. 

The facilities and equipment 
available in the new building were so 
Superior to what he had had that a 
dramatic programme change could be 
anticipated, 

‘Whether it was called the Agri- 
culture and Mechanics, or AM or the 
Metal Shop, the ten-year period 
preceding our move to the new Voca- 
tional Building was, in my estimation, 


the "golden years’ in my teaching 
career. It was in this decade that | was 
able to make a very great contribution 
to the campus, I was able to develop 
the sequential courses in sheetmetal, 
welding, machine shop and drafting, 
Because of the better shop space, in. 
creased equipment, and the emefging 
courses my pupils were given a broader 
training and taken to with her to unat- 
tainable levels of proficiency. It was a 
petiod too when teacher initiative was 
Tecognized by one’s peers, 

No new play equipment had ap- 
peared on the campus for thirty years 
Now, because of welding courses and 
sufficient room for fabrication, we 
were able to build four very heavy ball 
field backstops, big swing units, many 
large jungle gyms, teeters, and several 
“ocean waves,” Merry-go-tounds. Pic- 
nic tables and park benches, balance 
walks and horizontal ladders were 
fabricated and placed in our play areas. 

It was an era in which extensive se- 
quential band and channel projects 
were developed. A display of these on 
the wall enabled pupils and visitors to 
better visualize our programme 
components. 

While our work around the farm 
greatly diminished, our grounds work, 
especially the landscaping and tree- 
planting vastly increased. The court- 
Yad development started in 1956 was 

lowed by the conifer plantings in 
front of Main School. Then with the 
opening of the new Junior School. It 
Was most gratifying when Prof. John 
Weall, Department of Horticulture, 
Guelph, who had designed the original 
front oval, put his stamp of approval 
on our new sping. This 
beautification work continued with 
shrubbery at the various residences, 
behind the Superintendent’s home and 
at the Gibson Hospital. The 
greenhouse had disappeared but we 
still provided paper-white narcissi 
hyacinths, and big amarylis for the din- 
ing room tables, In spring and fall we 
gave thousands of cut flowers to the 
classrooms, kitchens and infirmary. 

‘The projects for other areas of the 
school were many and varied, ranging 
from the steel stone boat, pig feeding 
troughs, community chicken nests, 
cow-feed wheelbarrows, metal tables in 
the milk room and several two: 
Wheeled feed carts for the farm to a 
large copper foot bath, refereeing 
stands and the big mat trucks for the 
gymnasium, 

We were the people who built and 
installed the twelve basketball 
backboards suspended by bridgework 
from the eymnasium joists, We built 
and installed the two high balconies 
and ladders for the operators of the 
electrical scoreboards donated by the 


O.A.D. We were éven called upon to 
build a forry oot angle-iron ladder for 
the farm silo, 

‘The projects which the pupils made 
to take home were just as varied as 
‘ones produced for the school and 
usually reflected a parental desire. 
Rural pupils made many one similar to 
the things we made for the farm, in. 
cluding a doubleended manure sleigh 
all ironed off. Urban pupils made some 
of our best porch railing including that 
on the front of the Palmer House, plus 
short step ladders, a wide variety of 
artistic metal coffee tables, end tables 
and plant stands, 

Our sheet metal tool boxes (fishing 
tackle or stamp boxes if they $0 
desired), funnels, scoops, chicken feed 
hoppers, large etched aluminum trays, 
fluted bowls, jewellers’ sawed figures 
and weather vanes were part of the 
broad range of metal work. 

It was during this period that the 
machine shop lathe work was started 
and when our Drafting classes began, 
When Drafting was moved from Main 
School to the room next to our metal 
activity it was possible to have 
welding, benchwork, sheet-metal, 
lathework and drafting all going on at 
one time, an, with up to twenty-one 
Pepi, this sometimes happened. This 
is why smallstepped sequential pro- 
jects, allowing a pupil to chose 4 
closely allied alternative, were so 
necessary. 

As previously mentioned, we worked 
closely with the Woodworking sl 
making their brackets and threa 
rods for repair work, and doing the 
bandiron framing for the old woman's 
shoe, Cinderella's pumpkin and others. 
We drilled hundreds of holes in mak 
ing our version of meccano sets for 
Junior classes and in fabricating the 
frames for the new work benches, We 
even made a large metal and plywood 
Christmas tree erected annually in 
front of the treeless Junior School area. 

Our tree planting activity over the 
years will be covered in a separate 
account. About two thirds of the total 
planting was done in this decade, 

‘The appointment in September 1962 
of Mr. Irwin 1. Knight, an extremely 
competent and versatile machinist, 
welder, and gas engine mech with 
a broad knowledge on many subjects 
Was the start of a new era in voca- 
tional education, He was the first 
qualified vocational teacher to join our 
staff in thirty years, He assumed the 
teaching of the oxyacetylene and are 
welding as well as the lathework pro- 
gramme. He extended it and gave it 
ew impetus. This allowed me to give 
faa atention to the other areas of 
training, especially Drafting, In 
following April, I was appointed to co- 
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ordinate the boy’s vocational program- 
mes and when the teachers, to lead the 
new shops, arrived in September 1963 I 
was designated to supervise. Mr. 
Medley F. Mayo, an experienced tool 
and die maker, qualified machinist, 
Was one of these and he took over the 
various subject areas in my shop, going 
on then to set up our first Occupations 
classes. The only other new teacher 
not accounted so far is Mr, George E. 
‘Westwell who soon had a busy opera- 
tion im auto body repair going in the 
old fire hall which Mr. Flagler had 
vacated. 


It is just not possible to adequately 
cover the extent and variety of training 
given in the many shop areas, Our 
teachers were very conscious of the 
demands our pupils would face when 
they “went out to work" and, while it 
was not pedagogically popular then, 
and in later years became quite taboo 
to even suggest it, these men 
recognized the value of giving pupils 
the kind of training which would 
make them better than just 
competitive 


BAKING 


Some readers, knowing that boys did 
take training in the Bake Shop over 
the years, may wonder why I have not 
given this trade as much study as 
some other courses, There are two 
main reasons: it was an on-again off- 
again class depending on the number 
ot pupils who indicated sufficient in- 
terest and, the work schedules of some 
bakers which did not allow for a com- 
prehensive course. 


The school did have an ‘master 
baker” from the tum of the century. 
‘The first one was D, Cunningham. He 
was followed by J. N. Boyd who served 
twenty-four years until he had a stroke 
in 1932. The first bake shop was 
located on the west side of the room 


up over the old heating plant and, 
when the new Main School opened in 
1923, the new bakery with its coal 
fired ovens was in the basement under 
the kitchen, The area occupied by the 
old bakery was absorbed into the 
laundry room. 

T can find no data on how many 
pupils Mr. Cunningham may haye had. 
‘Mr. Boyd's son, Archie, a local drug- 
ist, informed me that, "dad instructed 
classes of from six to eight boys during 
this time." An available photograph of 
that era shows pupils at work in the 
shop. Bread making of course was the 
“big thing” in those days. 

Mr, Boyd was followed by John Gib 
son and I have no record of his pupils, 
In September 1935 he was replaced by 
Fred Cook, who intimated to me, in 
1938, that there was politics involved 
in Gibson's departure, Mr, Cook did 
have, in my time, classes of as many 
as six pupils at once although I know 
none who went into the trade, Fred 
taught several the fine art of cake 
decoration of which he was a master. 1 
remember at least two multi-tiered 
wedding cakes sent for display in the 
Province’s booth at the Canadian 
National Exhibition. They were in a 


‘The decorated 
cakes produces 
by pupil Jamies 
Richardson in 
Mr. Fred Cook's 
baking class. 
They were shown 
in the school 
exhibit at 

the Toronto 
Exhibition 


The only’ 
known 
picture 

\ of the old 
bake sbi 

\ class wit 
‘coal fire 
heated 
ovens 


glass case built in the Woodworking 
shop. 

One of my first encounters with Mr 
‘Cook was when we lined up the pupils 
in the basement at the end of school 
each day to get a sugar-topped raisin 
bun fresh from the oven, Senior boys 
helped to break up the big trays of 
buns and there was never any left 
over. 

During the war years Mr, Cook 
Worked with Mr. Robert Coles making 
the rounds to stoke the fumaces in the 
various buildings occupied by the 
school. When the school retumed to 
the campus in 1944 Mr. Cook con- 
tinued asa caretaker and Mr. Gibson 
came back as baker. 

However, Gibson, being now up in 
years, did not stay long and for some 
time the kitchen bought all its bread 
requirements locally. Then in 
September 1953 Mr. William Ploeg, a 
native of Holland, came as head baker 
and again pupils began to ask for train- 
ing in this profession. Usually he had 
only one pupil. In October 1958 Mr. 
Harry M. Johnston came as Ploeg's 
assistant. When Mr. Ploeg became ill 
and resigned in the spring of 1970 Mr, 
Johnston carried on. Then with the 
retirement of Harry, Mr. George Horn 
was the baker for the last three years 
until the shop closed for good in the 
summer of 1978, 

The last decade of shop use was 
pretty well given over to the produc 
tion of various pastries; bread making 
was discounted. It became very dif- 
ficult to schedule any pupil into the 
bake shop. The bakers started early so 
that the bake goods could be delivered 
to the kitchens for the evening meal. 
The mixing and shaping of dough was 
already completed long before a pupil 
could arrive and only the baking and 
cleaning up remained. There was just 
‘no way a pupil could leam the trade 
with such timing or when the 
emphasis was on pastries. 


re 21 


We met in the Gym and 
learned about Street 
Safety. Special speakers 
came from the Belleville 
Police Department. 


Mrs, Dawe and 

Mrs, Sheldrick talked 
about safety 

and our pets. 


* Safety Theme Weeks 
in Elementary School 


Dr, Kennedy explained rabies to us — 

what it is and how it is treated, 

We also learned what we need to do if 
we spot a rabid animal, 


Tommy is receiving a head bandage in the First Aid class. germs. Tommy is definitely better and has enjoyed this 
He seems to be a happy patient who has a head injury. First Aid experience. We learned about First Aid 
Tommy’s arm is bandaged with sterile wrap to keep out treatment for burns, wounds, and hypothermia, 


R.C.M.P. Officers 
visit the 
Elementary School 


Constable Bailey, Corporal Horlick 
and two Belleville Bulls came to 
talk to Grades 6-8 about the 
dangers of drugs. Can you 
recognize the team members} 


They are 
and 
Pane 


Corporal Horlick talked about the 
different drugs kit. Then the classes 
discussed different reasons for not 
taking drugs. Why should you say 
“No” to drugs? 


Constable Bailey explained his 
opinion about the danger of taking 
drugs and told us of some of some 
of his experiences. 


All the students were given a 
chance to look at the drug kit 
closeup and could ask questions 
about it. 


